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Former teacher arrested
Man faces sexual assault charges,
among others. CONNECTICUT, PAGE 3

FBI search
Ex-aide, outspoken Trump critic focus
of criminal inquiry. NEWS, PAGE 7

Feeling right at home
Former UConn star Aaliyah Edwards
fitting in with the Sun. SPORTS, PAGE 1

Breezy
Plenty of sun with a high of 84.
LIVING, PAGE 6

Opinion.......................News, 6
Obituaries ...............News, 10
Classified..................News, 11
Comics .................Living, 8-9

Puzzles ....................Living, 10Grandson of famed ghost hunters continues legacy
Chris McKinnell, the grandson of Lorraine and Ed Warren, is well known internationally in the
paranormal world and carries on his grandparents’work. Connecticut, Page 3

ByLivi Stanford
Hartford Courant

Democratic and Republican
leaders in the House are asking
lawmakers to tampdownnegative
rhetoriconsocialmediaafterRep.
CoreyParis receiveddeaththreats
following a message he recently
posted on Instagram reminding
people to lookout for one another
afterhewasmadeawareof Immi-
grationandCustomsEnforcement
activity inhis district.

“As leaders of the Connecti-
cut House of Representatives, we
encourage an environment free
of personal attacks and certainly
free of any risk of violence and
we expect our colleagues to keep
these recent violent attacks on
public officials in mind when
posting to social media,” said
HouseSpeakerMattRitter,House
Majority Leader Jason Rojas and
HouseRepublicanLeaderVincent
Candelora in a joint statement.
Paris’ message was reposted by

a far-right troll siteLibsofTikTok,
which has 4million followers and
has been known to inspire harass-
ment, doxxing and bomb threats,
Thatgroup’spostaccusedthestate

legislator of “doxxing ICE’s live
locationandwarningillegalstostay
‘vigilant.”Theofficial ICEaccount
then reposted Libs of TikTok’s
post,whichsaid“Chargehim,”and
tagged theDepartmentofJustice.
Paris also received a disturbing

phone call, lacedwith racial slurs,
threateninghimandhis familyasa
result of the socialmediapost.
The legislative leaders’ joint

statement followed a post by state
Rep. Craig Fishbein, R-Walling-
ford, who stated in response to
ICE’s post concerning Paris on
Aug. 16 that “quite obviously he
hatesAmerica.”

Ugly socialmedia rhetoric bursts out
It comes after death
threats and was called
‘a very toxic situation’

By JustinMuszynski
Hartford Courant

A Connecticut mayor has
found himself embroiled in
controversy ahead of the elec-
tion inNovemberafter thecity-
ownedvehicleheusesallegedly
had its tires slashedearlier this
month, leading to questions of
his whereabouts prior to the
vandalism and marital allega-
tionsreportedlymadeonsocial
media byhiswife.
David Cassetti, who is seek-

ing his seventh term as Anso-
nia’s mayor, was the alleged

victimof a tire slashing that he
saidoccurredafterhereturned
home on Aug. 8. A spokesper-
son for the Ansonia Police
Department did not imme-
diately respond to a request
seeking details of the incident,
though Cassetti appeared on
the radio show “Chaz and AJ
in the Morning” on Wednes-
day, where he said police are
investigating the vandalism
and reviewing surveillance
footage in the area.
Neither Cassetti nor his

assistant immediately returned
a request for comment Thurs-
day.
Duringhisappearanceonthe

radio show, Cassetti claimed

Questions raised about
mayor’s vandalism report

ByDonStacom
Hartford Courant

Six months after Newtown
rejected its affordable housing
proposal, Vessel Technologies
will learn soon whether it can
establishaFairfieldCounty foot-
holdbyconstructing75units ina
newfive-storybuilding inBethel.
There has been substantial

opposition from residents, but
the New York-based developer
this month hammered away
at three points: It has offered
compromises for neighbors,
Bethel badly needsmore afford-
ablehousing,andstate lawleaves
the town little ground for saying
“no.”
Vesselhasbecomeperhapsthe

most controversial developer in
Connecticutwith its stark, steel-
and-glassbuildingsandpenchant
for proposing 8-30g projects in
affluent suburbs. The 8-30g law
sharply limits the reasons that
most towns can use to justify
rejecting affordablehousing.
Most notably, Vessel has been

very willing to go to court when
a community turns it away: It
won a court-brokered compro-
mise in Simsbury, and is pursu-
ing lawsuits against Newtown
andGlastonbury.
Andtwoyearsagoitsuedwhen

RockyHillbalkedat letting itput
up a five-story building with 30
apartments on a high-visibility
siteacross fromthelong-planned
town center. Negotiations led to
a dealwhere Vesselmoved to an
out-of-the-way location but in
exchangegotpermissiontobuild
96units.
After hearing heavy neigh-

borhood pushback earlier in the
summer,thecompanyannounced
last week that it would be open
to a compromise with just four

Developer
tries again
at foothold
Vessel Technologies
has faced substantial
opposition from residents

Well,wenever forgotO-s-c-a-r, right?But thatwasbologna, and itwashot
dogs, ormore specificallyweiners andbacon thatweredrawing
attentionFriday.TheOscarMayerWienermobile visited theConnecticut
OldStateHouseFarmersMarket indowntownHartford andvisitorshada
chance to takephotos and learn about the iconichotdogvehicleduring its
stop at themarket.

When the hot
dog’s the thing

Fairfield Nationalvs.Summerlin South,LasVegas,3:30 p.m.,ABC

At stake:Thewinner
advances toSunday’sWorld
Series championship gamevs.
ArubaorChineseTaiwan.

Fairfield’s run:The
Connecticut champsare the
onlyundefeated team left in
theU.S. bracket.At 4-0, they
haveoutscored their oppo-
nents, 26-5.

Vegas’run:TheMountain
champs lost toFairfield, 7-3,
onWednesday and fought
theirwayout of the losers’
bracket for the rematch.They
are4-1 in the tournament.

Keep an eye on (Fairfield):
PitcherLucaPellegrini.He is
2-0with twocomplete-game
wins and 17 strikeouts in 12

innings.Theone run scored
against himwasunearned.

Keep an eye on (Las Vegas):
PitcherGarrettGallegos.He
gotVegas to thechampionship
gamewitha long three-run
homer tobeatSouthCarolina,
5-3, onThursday.He’s their
aceandgets theball today.

It’s a fact:Fairfield is
bidding tobecome thefifth
team fromConnecticut to
win it all. Theywould join
Stamford (1951),Norwalk
(’52),WindsorLocks (’65)
andTrumbull (’89) and if they
do,Connecticutwould stand
alone in secondplace all-time
inSerieswins, only behind
California’s eight.

WHAT TO KNOW

Next step for Fairfield National

Fairfield National will look to ace pitcher Luca
Pellegrini, already 2-0 with an 0.00 ERA in
the Little League World Series, in today’s U.S.
championship against Las Vegas. AP

Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz speaks at a press conference condemning threats
to state Rep. Corey Paris over a warning about ICE he posted on Instagram.
COURTESYTurn to Rhetoric, Page 2
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Above: The Oscar Mayer Wienermobile makes a stop at the Connecticut Old
State House Farmers Market in downtown Hartford on Friday. It is one of six
Wienermobiles traveling across the country. Right: Suzanne Wimsatt sticks her
head through a bacon cutout as she poses for a photo with the Oscar Mayer
Wienermobile. AARON FLAUM/HARTFORD COURANT PHOTOS

David Cassetti says
he was the victim of a
tire slashing incident
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