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ByHelen I. Bennett
Hartford Courant

AsaCEOofahealthcaresystem,Jeffrey
Flakshasworkedtobringaccess tohealth
careacross thestateofConnecticut.
And yet, when he recently toured the

newHartfordHealthCareFairfieldCancer
Center,createdasaCarePartnerofMemo-
rial SloanKettering Cancer Center, Flaks
saidabout it: “It really isquiteamazing.”
And that is after Hartford Health-

care system has already created a new
24/7 concierge provision of health care
app, opened at least 500 locations in the
state and had 879,889 primary care and
473,795 emergency department visits in
2023. It also reports6,608physiciansand
6,286nurses (all types)onstaffacross the
health system.
Now,thenewHartfordHealthCareFair-

field Cancer Center is a first in the nation
“MSK care partner,” Flaks said, and it

New
cancer
center
coming

ByChristopherKeating
HartfordCourant

The stateHouse of Representatives voted
overwhelminglyThursdaynighttocodifyinto
state law thatminors can consent to contra-
ceptionwithoutparentalnotification.

After a lengthy debate, theHouse
voted 117 – 27 as four Democrats
joined with 23 Republicans against
themeasure.
The issue of parental notification

of abortion has been controversial
for years, but the bill focused only on
contraception rather than abortion.
Eventhoughttheword‘abortion’was
nevermentioned in the legislation, it
came up constantly during the debate that
lastedpast7:30p.m.
“This bill is going topreventpregnancies,”

said Rep. Nicole Klarides-Ditria, a
Seymour Republican. “It is going to
preventabortions.…Wewanttomake
sure that ourminors have the ability
togetthecaresafelyandwithoutfear
of repercussions fromanyone. … In a
perfectworld,weallwantourkids to
talk to us every day about everything
we do. But unfortunately, we know
thatdoesn’thappen.”

She added, “This bill, I truly believe, will
help prevent unwanted pregnancies, and
that’s themost important thingwe need to

doheretoday.”
The debate focused on House Bill 7213,

whichwassupportedbyPlannedParenthood
ofSouthernNewEngland.
The bill “simply codifieswhat has already

been an established practice in Connecticut
anddozensofotherstatesbyallowingminors
toconsenttocontraceptionwithoutinvolving
a parent,” Planned Parenthood said in a flier
distributedat thestateCapitol inHartford.
Concerns were raised following the U.S.

Lawmakers back birth control bill
Minors would receive
access to contraception
without parental notice

ByLoriRiley
Hartford Courant

ForMaximNaumov,skatinghasalways
beenaway to expresshimself.
Butover thepast fewmonths, thesport

has done more to help him navigate the
griefof losinghisparents, skatingcoaches
Evgenia Shishkova and VadimNaumov,
whodied in theAmericanAirlines crash
in Washington on Jan. 29. Sixty-seven
people, including more than two dozen
figure skaters and their parents and
coaches returning from the U.S. Figure
Skating championships in Wichita,
Kansas, perished in the crash.
Naumov, who finished fourth at

nationals andflewhomeearlier fromthe

Naumov finds
comfort getting
back to ice rink
after tragedy

ByEdmundH.Mahony
Hartford Courant

The state’s chief utility regulator has
produced hundreds of pages of documents
that the authority says refute claims that its
chairman froze fellow commissioners out
of importantratedecisionsandshowedbias
by contributing to an anti-utility opinion
column,but thematerial isunlikely to lay to
resta longrunningdisputewiththeindustry.

PublicUtilityRegulatoryAuthorityChair-
manMarissa Gillett delivered the materi-
als under court order to two gas companies
appealing decisions that slashed their rates
based on claims the regulatory authority is
biased against themand failed to follow the
lawor regulations in its deliberations.
Among the records Superior Court

JudgeMatthewJ.BudzikorderedPURAto
produce is anything that elaborates on text
messagesbetweenGillettandtwoimportant

legislativesupporters—amessageexchange
that led tospeculationthat shecollaborated
anonymouslyonanewsopinioncolumn,or
op-ed, accusing the state’s biggest utilities
ofmisconduct.
The Courant previously revealed one

exchange, between Gillett and state Rep.
Jonathan Steinberg, aWestport Democrat.
The two talk about dodging public record
lawsbeforereferringtotheop-ed.Steinberg
and State Sen. NormNeedleman, D-Essex,

co-chairmenof theLegislature’sEnergyand
Technology committee penned an op-ed in
which they imply that local utility compa-
niesarecolludingwith international ratings
agencies tounderminePURA.
“I finished my draft and amwaiting for

Theresa (PURA Chief of Staff Theresa
Govert) andothers to put eyes on it,”Gillett
wrote.

PURA releases records; says documents refute utility claims against them

RIGHT: Ashley
Gabezas Cruz used a
uses a micropipette
at the Jackson
Laboratory booth
during the 2025
Hartford Public
School STEM Fair on
Friday. The STEM fair
encourages kids to
experiment and try
different things. It
was held at the Gov.
William O’Neill State
Armory in Hartford.
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ABOVE:
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Emokpaire, 10, tries
on a pair of virtual
reality goggles at
the Hartford Public
Library booth during
the 2025 Hartford
Public School STEM
Fair at the Gov.
William O’Neill State
Armory in Hartford
on Friday.
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