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Pueblo South scores 9 touchdowns
in lopsided victory over Harrison
SPORTS, 1B

A Pueblo woman whose body was
found in an abandoned structure in
west Pueblo County on Oct. 15 has
been identifi�ed by the Pueblo County
Coroner’s Offi�ce.

Thedeceasedwas identifi�edonOct.
23 as Alicia Espinoza, 40, by Interim
Pueblo Coroner Dr. Gregory Grahek.

Espinoza’s body was found by an
individual cleaning an abandoned
greenhouse in the 9100 block of US
Highway 96. The body “appeared to
have been there for some time,” ac-
cording to a Pueblo County Sheriff�’s
Offi�ce news release.

PCSO detectives continue to inves-
tigate the incident as a suspicious
death. The sheriff�’s offi�ce is asking
anyonewhohas informationaboutEs-
pinoza or this incident to contact the
PCSO at 719-583-6436.

Questions, comments, or story tips?
Contact Justin Reutter at jreutter-
ma@gannett.com. Follow him on X, at
@jayreutter1. Support local news, sub-
scribe to The Pueblo Chieftain at sub-
scribe.chieftain.com.
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Colorado sawa rise in domestic vio-
lence homicides in 2024, despite over-
all homicides decreasing, according to
a report from the Colorado Domestic
Violence Fatality Review Board re-
leasedOct. 21by theColoradoAttorney
General’s Offi�ce.

The report identifi�ed 54 domestic
violence fatality cases resulting in 72
deaths in 2024, a 24% increase from
theprior year.Of thosedeaths, 38were
killed by current or former intimate
partners, and eightwere collateral vic-
tims, all of whom were children be-
tween 3 months and 7 years old. Five
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The Colorado Governor’s Offi�ce has
requested $10 million to provide aid to
foodbanks statewide as the federal gov-
ernment shutdown suspends Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) benefi�ts.

SNAP benefi�ts are on hold in Novem-
ber, impacting up to 23% of Pueblo’s
population, as the federal shutdown en-
ters its fourth week.

Approximately $7.8 million per
month is distributed inSNAPbenefi�ts in
Pueblo County, with benefi�ts reaching
22,500 families and roughly 40,000 in-
dividuals each month, Pueblo County
Commissioner Miles Lucero stated in a
meeting on Oct. 21.

Statewide, 334,590 households and
614,911 individuals rely on SNAP; 50%
percent are children, 10% are elderly,
and 15% are people with disabilities.

To mitigate the impact, Governor Ja-
redPolis’s offi�ce submitted two requests
on Oct. 22 to the state Joint Budget
Committee: one to consider approval for

up to $10 million in General Fund reve-
nue to support food banks and pantries,
and another to extend previously ap-
proved funding forWomen, Infants, and
Children (WIC) nutrition access
through November. WIC supports food
access for nearly 100,000 women and
children in Colorado.

“Colorado families and children
could go hungry without access to

SNAP, and the State of Colorado can-
not fund this federal initiative to the
tune of $120million permonth or $1.48
billionper year,”Polis said inanews re-
lease.

“Coloradans take care of one anoth-
er, and we’re stepping up to make sure
hardworking families can continue

SNAP benefi�ts for 40,000
Puebloans put on hold

Care and Share Food Bank Driver Maverick Singleton unloads food at a summer food distribution in Pueblo.
PROVIDED BY CARE AND SHARE
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See BENEFITS, Page 7A

Governor Jared Polis addresses media on Oct. 22.
JUSTIN REUTTER/ THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

3.90
APY=Annual percentage yield. APY is effective as of September 4, 2025 and is subject to change without notice. These are Share Certificates, and different rates
apply to different deposit levels. Certificates may be subject to early withdrawal penalty.Membership eligibility required.Visit ssfcu.org for complete details. IRA funds
cannot be co-mingled at any time with regular savings or non-IRA funds. 1) This certificate rate is fixed for a 7-month term. This APY requires a minimum deposit of
$50,000. 2) This certificate rate is fixed for a 15-month term. This APY requires a minimum deposit of $50,000. Fees may reduce earnings on your account.

Open at ssfcu.org
or 1-855-712-11554.10 APY 1

7-Month Certificate

%
APY 2

15-Month Certificate

%Up
to

Up
to

Insured by NCUA

See HOMICIDES, Page 2A


