(ONE SWEET DEAL
|{W|tj[1‘,the Installation of a
$new furnace or air

from one of the following:

1. FREE Honeywell WIFI Thermostat
2. FREE Bypass Humidifier

conditioning system choose

BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE...

Also Included:

1. Northern Air Discount of $750 if paid in

full at time of installation or
18 Months Same As Cash (W.A.C.)
2. Lennox REBATES (if applicable)
Offer Expires 3/27/26

Not combined with prior offers.
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We Service All Brands 24/7. Call today.

(970) 223 8873
www.northernairhvac.com

PREMIER DEALER

W/

FORT-COLLINS

\(/

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026 | COLORADOAN.COM

JOAN

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Pinball Jones founder,
longtime owner dies

Kim Jones poses in Old Town arcade Pinball Jones on Dec. 8, 2011 Jones opened Pinball Jones in October 2011.
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Erin Udell
Fort Collins Coloradoan
USA TODAY NETWORK

The flappers are continuing to clack,
balls are still pinging and lights remain
gleaming at Fort Collins’ Pinball Jones,
but the Old Town arcade lost a piece of
itself earlier this month.

Kim Jones, Pinball Jones’ founder

and longtime owner, died Feb. 12 after a
monthslong battle with bile duct cancer,
according to her wife, Julie French. She
was 62 years old.

Zach Zorich and Aidan Lancaster —
both longtime Pinball Jones employees
— fully took over ownership of the busi-
ness from Jones in September following
her cancer diagnosis earlier in the sum-
mer, Zorich said. They plan to keep Pin-

ball Jones open and operating as nor-
mal in Jones’ absence, Zorich said.
Jones had worked in an arcade
stocked with early 1980s pinball ma-
chines in college, which stoked a love for
them that lasted the rest of her life, ac-
cording to a 2020 interview with Jones
posted to the Pinball Jones website.

See JONES, Page 2A

City buys
land at
corner of
Drake and
College

Erin Udell
Fort Collins Coloradoan
USA TODAY NETWORK

After sitting vacant for nearly two
years, the fate of a large slice of a busy
Midtown Fort Collins intersection is
shaking out.

The city of Fort Collins recently pur-
chased land at the southwest intersec-
tion of Drake Road and College Avenue
for a future electric substation, Fort
Collins Light and Power Director Tra-
vis Walker confirmed to the Colorado-
an on Feb. 19.

The sale consisted of the two west-
ernmost lots at the former Spradley
Barr Mazda car dealership site, 2601 S.
College Ave. The city purchased the
nearly 4-acre slice Feb.17 for $9 million
from KRF Drake LLC, according to
county property records. KRF Drake
LLC is registered to Kentro Group, a
Denver-based real estate investment
company.

Two remaining lots on the eastern
half of the dealership site are still
owned by KRF Drake LLC, according to
property records, and one remains in
the sights of QuikTrip, which submit-
ted plans for a convenience store and
gas station there in late 2024.

The city’s newly purchased land
will be the future home of a new elec-
tric substation, which will replace Fort
Collins’ existing substation facility at
the northwest corner of Bay and Drake
roads near the Colorado State Univer-
sity Veterinary Teaching Hospital,

See LAND, Page 2A

Cartel leader’s death leads

Lauren Villagran, Kathryn Palmer and
Zac Anderson
USA TODAY

Mexican President Claudia Shein-
baum said Feb. 23 that normal activity
had resumed following a day of violence

in several regions of the country.
“Today, there is tranquility,” she said,
adding that peace had been secured and
blockades largely cleared.
The U.S. State Department partially
relaxed its security alert for Americans
in several Mexican states, which had

to violence across Mexico

initially included the international va-
cation hot spots of Puerto Vallarta, Gua-
dalajara, Tijuana, Cancun, Cozumel,
Playa del Carmen and Tulum. However,
some areas remained under a “shelter in
place” advisory from the U.S. govern-
ment Feb. 23, including the states of Ba-

ja California, Nayarit and Jalisco, in-
cluding Tijuana and Puerto Vallarta,
and parts of a dozen other Mexican
states.

The unrest was triggered by the

See MEXICO, Page 2A
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Winter Savings:

Exclusive Deals on Leafguard Gutters

America’s Most Trusted

Gutter Protectlon'
D s

'€3‘ Leafguard :

a Great Day Improvements brand &

INSTALLATION

VISA CARD

with your Leafguard purchase!**

0% INTEREST

If Paid In Full Within 18 Months***

500,000+
F » + 25+ 500
MADE IN usa < Customers!

.‘ OFFER ENDS 2/28/26*

PAND

SCAN ME FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

Clog-free,
maintenance
free
gutters!

We can only offer these
special savings
until 2/28/26

SN Great Day
OV improvements

.\é} eafguard |

Leafguard is a Great Day Improvements brand
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