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A skid steer drives down the roughed-in final section of the Poudre River Trail between Windsor and Timnath on Sept. 29.
The 1-mile section is the last to be completed of the 45-mile trail from northwest of Fort Collins to Greeley.
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County starts building last
section of Poudre River Trail

Miles Blumhardt
Fort Collins Coloradoan
USA TODAY NETWORK

Larimer County has begun construc-
tion on the final segment of the Poudre
River Trail with completion expected
later this year.

Construction started Sept. 22 on the
final stretch of the 10-foot wide concrete

trail that spans nearly 1 mile between
Windsor’s Kyger Open Space and Tim-
nath. Zac Wiebe, Larimer County plan-
ning and natural resource specialist,
said Oct. 2 the county’s contract end
date with the construction company is
the end of March 2026 but that hopeful-
ly the project will be done sooner if
weather allows.

The trail will connect Windsor’s ex-

isting trail on the northeast corner of
Kyger Reservoir, just west of Colorado
Boulevard or Weld County Road 13 in
west Windsor, include a pedestrian
crossing at Larimer County Road 32E,
and continue north to tie into Tim-
nath’s existing trail.

Total cost for the project is around

See TRAIL, Page 2A

Timnath show
kicks off new
season for
school theater
productions

Kelly Lyell
Fort Collins Coloradoan
USA TODAY NETWORK

Students from Poudre School Dis-
trict high schools have put on some of
the best school plays and musicals in
the state in recent years, earning op-
portunities to perform at both state
and national events.

Fossil Ridge High School was select-
ed to perform its 2024 fall musical, “Al-
ice By Heart” on June 24, 2025, at the
International Thespian Festival in
Bloomington, Indiana. Fossil Ridge
also earned the right to perform its
spring 2023 musical, “Bright Star” at
the 2023 Bobby G Awards in Denver as
one of three finalists for top honors in
the Colorado high school version of
Broadway’s prestigious Tony Awards.

And Fort Collins High School
earned the right to present its fall mu-
sicals of “Chicago” in 2022 and “Six:
The Teen Edition” in 2024 on the big
stage at Bellco Theatre in Denver dur-
ing the Colorado State Thespian Con-
ference. Only one high school musical
is selected for that honor each year.

You don’t have to travel to Indiana
or Denver to see what these schools
and others in the area are putting on
stage during the 2025-26 school year,
though. You can see their productions
when they’re first performed at their
respective high schools and middle
schools, beginning with Timnath Mid-
dle-High School’s production of “Sher-
lock Holmes” on Oct. 3-4.

Here’s the schedule for other high
school and middle school theater

See THEATER, Page 3A

Miltary finds pilot from Fort Collins guilty of child sexual assault

Kelly Lyell
Fort Collins Coloradoan
USA TODAY NETWORK

This story references sexual crimes
against children. Resources for those
impacted by similar crimes have been
included.

A former pilot with the Air Force
Thunderbirds and NASA astronaut
nominee from Fort Collins was sen-

tenced to 12)% years in military prison by
a military judge Sept. 24 after being
found guilty of sexual assault of a child
and multiple other offenses.

Lt. Col. Kevin J. DiFalco, a 2000 grad-
uate of Fort Collins High School, was
found guilty of17 offenses in violation of
six articles of the Uniform Code of Mil-
itary Justice following a two-week gen-
eral court-martial trial at Nellis Air
Force Base near Las Vegas, according to
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anews release from the base’s public af-
fairs office.

The offenses were committed “in or
near Las Vegas, Nevada, San Antonio,
Texas, and Fort Collins, Colorado,
against one victim,” the news release
said.

Fort Collins police had no records of
any investigations involving DiFalco,
the agency said in response to a public
records request by the Coloradoan. La-
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rimer County Sheriff’s Office spokes-
person Kate Kimble told the Coloradoan
on Sept. 30 she was not aware of any in-
vestigation by her agency involving Di-
Falco and referred a reporter to the 8th
Judicial District Attorney’s Office, who
she said was handling records requests
for the sheriff’s office. Kylie Massman, a
spokesperson for the DA’s office, told

See PILOT, Page 4A

*Buy 2 Comfort 365 Windows® at regular
price and get 2 additional windows of equal or
lesser value free with participation in the Yes!

BUY 2 WINDOWS GET I Program. Offer applies to a\lwmdowstylesin‘

|2 FREE

30%

ENTRY DOORS
I & SUNROOMS

OFFERS EXPIRE 10/31/25

white except nonrectangular shaped window
styles. Window discount without participation
in Yes! Program equals 40% off. Minimum
purchase of 4 windows required. 20% national
sunroom and door discount requires minimum
purchase of 120 sq. ft. complete sunroom or 1
entry door with decorative glass. Earn up to an
add\tmna\ 10% off with participation in the Yes!
Program up to $2,000), making your sunroom
and door discount a total of up to 30% off.
All prices include standard installation
All discounts apply to the MSRP cost. No
adjustments can be made on prior sales. YES!
Program valid only at the time of your initial
demonstranon and once per residence per
termv Offer subject to change. 'The Champion
Limited Lifetime Warranty applies to Comfort
365 Windows® and qualifying Champion
products as long as the original purchaser
owns the home. See website or a Champion
representative for details. Offer expires
10/31/25. Lic# CGC1537616 & CCC1336245.
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