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LA PLATA COUNTY FAIR

Good eats, quahty quilts and plenty of livestock

Melidy Jahnke, 18, competes in senior sheep showmanship with her lamb on Wednesday during the La Plata County Fair at the fairgrounds in Durango. She went
on to win the grand champion ribbon.

‘Rooted in
TRADITION’

BY GABRIELLE WALLACE
HERALD STAFF WRITER

Under radiant sun rays
and smoky skies, the La
Plata County Fair drew peo-
ple in from near and far this
week, each with their own
undertakings and pursuits.

One man traveled over
2,000 miles so his grandchil-
dren could attend the fair

and he could people-watch.
A 4-H member contemplated
how her days in the program
are nearing their end — until
her focus shifted back to

her hogs and how she hopes
they’ll behave in the show
ring. One couple even tried

their hands at a new business

Jolene Brofftt, 9, reads a book with her hog Speckles after showing in market
swine during the La Plata County Fair on Thursday at the fairgrounds. Jolene is

venture, giddy to get started.
See FAIR, 8A
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reading “Warriors,” by Erin Hunter.
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Funding
for HIV

program
declines

Drop in tobacco
purchases affect

education efforts

BY JESSIE BOWMAN
HERALD STAFF WRITER

A student at Fort Lewis Col-
lege once asked Bailey Carlson
whether HIV could be contract-
ed from a toilet seat.

Carlson, the Colorado HIV
programs manager for Planned
Parenthood of the Rocky Moun-
tains, hears variations of that
question regularly. The miscon-
ceptions, he said, underscore
how much education about HIV
remains to be done, particular-
ly in rural communities.

Across the state, tobacco
users support programs aimed
at HIV prevention through
taxes applied to most nicotine
products. People are smoking
less, meaning less money, but
education and prevention advo-
cates like Carlson said the need
for such programs still exist.

“I’d love to say we could
eradicate stigma, but with the
lack of education and federal
funding being cut from HIV
prevention, I don’t see that hap-
pening anytime soon,” Carlson
said. “It’s a daunting task for a
small group of people.”

Although La Plata Coun-
ty reports relatively few HIV
cases, Carlson said Southwest
Colorado remains a “resource
desert,” where residents often
have less access to accurate
information about HIV preven-
tion and treatment and where
stigma surrounding the virus
persists.

“When I got diagnosed, es-
pecially as a straight guy, I re-
alized that I didn’t know any-
thing about it. I thought I was

See HIV, 8A
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Republicans try to keep unified front, avoid state infighting

Performance in November is tied to
influence with GOP national committee

BY JESSIE BOWMAN
HERALD STAFF WRITER

Leaders of the La Plata Coun-
ty Republican Party want local
members to put aside the in-
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ternal divisions that have been
characteristic of the Colorado
GOP for years and unite behind
the party’s candidates ahead of
the November election.
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“If you’re seeing any of the
party infighting, do not com-
ment on it. Do not react to it.
Scroll on by. Don’t feed into it,”
Vice Chair Lisa Zimmerman
told attendees Tuesday during
the monthly central committee
meeting at the Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 4031 in Durango.

Her remarks referenced on-
going disputes about prima-
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ry election results and recent
turnover within the state party
leadership.

This spring, party members
ousted former leader Brita Horn
with a vote of no-confidence. It
was the continuation of years of
internal unrest and divided in-
traparty factions that members
have said make it impossible to
effectively organize and fund-
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raise. Donors have avoided the
state party, whose coffers have
hit rock bottom.

Similar infighting hit the LPC
Republicans several years ago,
but they have made serious ef-
forts to unite and present a uni-
fied front. Headed into 2026 mid-
terms, their focus is on running

See REPUBLICANS, 8A
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