3o . P L
*ANE O om
OTTAWA ST.
% & Accessories for Women & Men www.dianeshoes.ca

WINDSOR

ST

NEW/SPRINGYARRIVALS;
WORLD DIVES INTO WINDSOR

Canada Cup draws many Olympians A2

POLICE
STANDOFF

Man arrested
after ‘pops’ A3

THURSDAY, APRIL 9,

2026

I*I ESTABLISHED 1890

POSTMEDIA

HEALTH

Interim Erie
Shores CEO
tackling $2M
deficit A3

COURTS

Cocaine dealer
wanted to buy
pizzeria A3

NP

Cases shed
light on human
smugglers’
methods

Charity takes heat as sponsor cut

Artinthe Park under fire after
Chick-fil-A dropped from event

TREVOR WILHELM

The charitybehind Windsor’s Artin
the Parkannual event and fundrais-
eris taking heat from all sides after
announcing Chick-fil-A asasponsor
—and thendroppingthe restaurant
—amid anuproar over the fast-food
chain’s controversial history with
the LGBTQ community.

Allan Kidd, past president of the

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918), told
the Star that many “armchair activ-
ists” are unmoved by the charity’s
removal of Chick-fil-A as asponsor
thisweek. Andithasangered others
who think the company should be
able to donate to charity.

“Now we’re under attack from
both sides,” said Kidd, also chair of
theclub’s Artinthe Park committee.

“There’s a group of people say-

ing, ‘How is this inclusive? How
can you call yourself inclusive if
you're excluding people because
the founder of the corporation is
a Christian?’ And then you’ve got
other people that are saying, ‘OK,
you got rid of them but we want a
public execution.

“It’s not enough, you didn’t
apologize enough.”

The controversy came as a sur-
prise to organizers — Kidd said
Chick-fil-A sponsored the charity
event in 2024 without a peep of
protest.

The committee revealed the

event’s 2026 sponsors last week,
with the Chick-fil-A logo promi-
nently displayed near the top of
the list. The announcement was
immediately met with criticism
focused on the company’s past fi-
nancial support of organizations
that oppose same-sex marriage
initiatives and LGBTQ causes.
“I'was stunned to see Chick-fil-A
listed as a sponsor for Art in the
Park and I know that many people
inthe communityare, understand-
ably, outraged, as well,” wrote one
of many critics.
SEE CHICK-FIL-A ON A4
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Both sides
claim win in
ceasefire
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The Ambassador Bridge, above, trails Sarnia’s Blue Water Bridge as the No. 1 trading crossing to the U.S. pawx janisse

Ambassador loses top spot
as busiest trade link to U.S.

TAYLOR CAMPBELL

The Ambassador Bridge’s long
reign as the busiest Canada-U.S.
trade crossing has come to an
end.

The Blue Water Bridge in Sarnia
saw roughly 274,000 more com-
mercial trucks than the Windsor
border crossing last year, rep-
resenting a major change in the
movementofinternational freight.

Why are carriers opting for a

bridge more than 100 kilometres
away? Experts say high toll rates
at the Ambassador are primarily
to blame.

Tolls for commercial trucks at
the Blue Water Bridge, which is
owned by the Federal Bridge Cor-
poration Limited, a Crown corpo-
ration, are $7 per axle.

It’safraction of what the private-
ly owned Ambassador Bridge cur-
rently charges: up to $27 per axle
for those without what the U.S.-

Windsor Symphony Orchestra

owned company calls an A-Pass or
E-ZPass. Trucks with passes pay
around $20 per axle to cross the
Ambassador Bridge.

“The trucking industry, and par-
ticularly the trucking supply chain,
is highly competitive. Companies
strictly manage costs to stay com-
petitive,” Stephen Laskowski,
president and CEO of both the
Canadian Trucking Alliance and
the Ontario Trucking Association,
told the Star.

“Obviously, a great number of
companies did their own calcu-
lations,” leading to a “significant
shift” in commercial traffic to the
Blue Water Bridge.

SEE AMBASSADOR ON A4
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The Sultans of String return to the

Capitol Theatre, bringing with them
Walking Through the Fire — a powerful
collection of collaborations with First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit artists from
across Turtle Island. Sultans of String
honors the blend of musical styles and
human innovation, captivating audiences.

APRIL 18 & 19, 2026
The Capitol Theatre

-, WINDSORSYMPHONY.COM

i»‘\\;/ (74

wfo




