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Carney
pushes
bill to
speed up
projects

Plan draws backlash
from labour groups,
environmentalists

ALEX BALLINGALL
AND RYAN TUMILTY
OTTAWA BUREAU

OTTAWA The federal govern-
ment provoked fierce opposition
from some environmental and la-
bour groups on Monday after ta-
bling legislation to make sweeping
changes that remove what Prime
Minister Mark Carney sees as bar-
riers to development in pursuit of
his pro-growth agenda.

Clocking in at more than 230 pag-
es, Bill C-39 would enact many of
the controversial changes to envi-
ronmental and labour rules that the
Liberal administration floated ear-
lier this year. It comes as the prime
minister promises some of the
“most consequential” legislation in
decades as his government grapples
with the ongoing trade war with the
United States and tries to bolster
the economy through deeper com-
merce with other countries.

Government officials and cabinet
ministers touted the legislation —
which was applauded by at least one
major business organization — as a
way to create certainty for invest-
ments in development projects.
They also said the bill will improve
the process for collective bargaining
after several major labour disrup-
tions in which the Liberal govern-
ment used a contentious power in
the Canada Labour Code to inter-
vene and end a work stoppage.

“This legislation will give our
country the tools we need to build
more, better, and more efficiently,”
Transport Minister Steven MacK-
innon said Monday.

Environmentalists, however, ar-
gued the proposals gut regulations
designed to protect nature, while
prominent union groups charged
thebill is an attack on workers’ con-
stitutional right to strike.

SEE BILL A4

BILL ARADICAL DEPARTURE FROM
OLD LIBERAL PLAYBOOK RAJ A4

Community in shock

Suspect opens fire on police officer in attack at Belleville synagogue

DAVID RITCHIE

An officer stands guard outside a Belleville synagogue after Sunday night's shooting during a Yom Kippur service.

JASON MILLER
AND BEN COHEN
STAFF REPORTERS

BELLEVILLE, ONT. As Norm
Weddum walked into his syn-
agogue Sunday evening for the Yom
Kippur service, he thanked the po-
lice officer parked outside for
watching over his congregation.

Inside Belleville’s Sons of Jacob
synagogue, where Weddum is pres-
ident, about two dozen members
were about to mark the holiest day
of the year in Judaism when a noise
tore through the air. Bang, bang,
bang.

Weddum and a few others went
into the lobby to investigate the
sound. Some had dismissed it as
just another instance of someone
pelting the temple with rocks.

“Then it happened again: bang,
bang, bang,” Weddum recalled. “I
yelled, ‘Everyone hit the floor, get
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on the floor immediately:

Outside, where a man had skulked
towards the temple, a shotgun in
hand, police and the suspect ex-
changed gunfire — 20 or 30 shots,
by some witnesses’ count. Some
bullets blasted through the syn-
agogue’s stained-glass windows.

The officer and the suspect were
both sent to hospital, where Const.
Jeff Smith was in stable condition
Monday and the 29-year-old ac-
cused was clinging to life.

The suspect has been identified as
Sean Ward from Quinte West.

Police have not revealed a motive
for the shooting, now under investi-
gation by Ontario’s Special Investi-
gations Unit, which probes police-
involved shootings. When SIU spo-
kesperson Kristy Denette was
asked by a reporter if this was a
“terrorist attack aimed at the Jew-
ish community,” she said “common
sense” would say that was “prob-
ably the case.”

SEE SHOOTING, A3

GRAND THEFT TORONTO PART 4

Doing the crime, but not the time

Many car thieves serve short sentences. Often, they steal again

KEVIN DONOVAN
CHIEF INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER

In the old days, when a horse was
stolen, they’d round up the thief
and hang him. That’s a half-serious,
half-joking refrain among victims
the Star has spoken to.

Today, much to the consternation
of vehicle owners, car thieves are
almost never caught, and if they are,
the public belief is that they get a
slap on the wrist.

A Star review of 20 criminal cases

that made it to an Ontario cour-
troom over the past five years
shows that is partly true.

Since the car theft “crisis” began
in 2020, sentences have ranged
from no jail time to under two
years in most cases, and two to four
years in a few cases, particularly for
home invasion and carjacking
thefts where the person is a repeat
offender.

Getting a full picture of how the
courts deal with car theft is not pos-
sible because there is no central-

ized repository of judgments. It's up
to the judge whoissues the ruling to
enter it into a searchable database
like CanLII. The Star found a hand-
ful of decisions on legal databases,
and tracked down others by talking
to police, Crowns and defence law-
yers.

Another barrier to finding cases is
the age of the offenders. Many of
those charged are young offenders,
which makes it less likely that they
will be entered into alegal database.
SEE THEFT, Aé

It shouldn't
be happening
in Belleville.
It shouldn't
be happening
anywhere.

NORM WEDDUM
SONS OF JACOB
SYNAGOGUE
PRESIDENT
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20 YEARS INISOLATION
Seclusion
at hospital

‘deeply
troubling’

Patient ombudsman
closely following
Star’s investigation

JACQUES GALLANT
COURTS AND JUSTICE REPORTER

Ontario’s patient ombudsman says
stories of people being held in isola-
tion for years at the province’s only
maximum-security psychiatric
hospital are “deeply troubling,” as
his office considers what actions it
may take.

Craig Thompson has been “close-
ly following” the Star’s investiga-
tion into the use of long-term se-
clusion at Waypoint Centre for
Mental Health Care in Penetan-
guishene, said a statement from his
office.

“The patient experiences being
shared are deeply troubling. All pa-
tients should receive safe and ap-
propriate mental health care con-
sistent with recognized, evidence-
informed approaches,” said the
statement. “We are always assess-
ing what actions the office may take
that are consistent with our legisla-
tive mandate.”

SEE WAYPOINT, A8



