
$20MILLIONEST.

NEXT JACKPOT

(HDFFC|00005W /a.z
MON-FRI: $5.00
SATURDAY: $9.00
PRICES MAY BE
HIGHER IN SOME AREAS

THE GLOBE'S SECUREDROP SERVICE PROVIDES
A WAY TO SECURELY SHARE INFORMATION WITH
OUR JOURNALISTS TGAM.CA/SECUREDROP

INSIDE

FOLIO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A12-13
EDITORIAL & LETTERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A14
OPINION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A15
WEEKEND WATCHING. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A16
WEATHER & FIRST PERSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A17
PUZZLES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A18

REPORT ON BUSINESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B1
OPINION & ANALYSIS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B4
GLOBE INVESTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B9
SPORTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B12
COMICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B14
OBITUARIES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B20

ONTARIO EDITION ■ FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026 ■ GLOBEANDMAIL.COM

Explore our national database of freedom of information requests SecretCanada.com

REPORT ON BUSINESS

Canadian Natural halts
oil sands expansion,
citing lack of clarity
on carbon policy B1

WEEKEND WATCHING

Electric direction
and performances
give life to gonzo
Frankenstein riff
The Bride! A16

TORONTO

Ford mulling creation
of artificial island
for massive new
convention centre A8

PODCAST Canada lags Alabama on GDP per capita. Tim Kiladze talks
what we could learn from the southern state tgam.ca/TheDecibel

NEWS Trump seeks say on next supreme leader; Azerbaijan accuses Tehran of drone attacks A3

Canadian border authorities
have identified nearly 30 suspect-
ed senior Iranian officials who
they believe should be barred
from remaining in the country
under a federal ban, amid a wid-
ening conflict in the Middle East
that could see more regime offi-
cials seek refuge.
The Canada Border Services

Agency has been investigating 95
cases involving possible high-
ranking members of the Iranian
regime, up from 66 last June, ac-
cording to figures provided by
the agency.
Of those 95, the CBSA has

identified 28 people it believes
are inadmissible since senior Ira-
nian officials were banned from
the country in November, 2022.
That number is up from 20 last
year.
But the CBSA has so far re-

moved only one official from
Canada – a number that remains
unchanged from last year.
While the cases wind their way

through Canada’s immigration
system, there are concerns the
war in Iran could drive more offi-
cials to try to enter the country,
despite Canada’s efforts to keep
them out.
“The Canada Border Services

Agency (CBSA) closely monitors
all international developments
which could give bad actors a
greater motive to seek safe haven
in Canada, so that we may antici-
pate and thwart unauthorized
travel attempts,” spokesperson
Luke Reimer said in a statement.
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Border agency
suspects 28
regime officials
are in Canada
despite ban
MAURA FORREST MONTREAL

A central figure in the Project
South police corruption probe
has been linked in court docu-
ments toanallegedaccompliceof
accused cocaine kingpin Ryan
Wedding, connecting for the first
time the two sprawling investiga-
tions into organized crime in
Canada.
BrianDaCosta, an alleged drug

trafficker accused of bribing To-
ronto police officers and leaking
computer data later used in orga-
nized crime intimidation cam-
paigns, has been ordered not to
contact Gurpreet Singh – a Toron-
to-area man who allegedly con-
spired to transport hundreds of
kilograms of cocaine into Canada
for the Wedding network.
Mr. Da Costa was released

Wednesday on the condition that
he not contactmore than 30 indi-
viduals, including Mr. Singh, ac-
cording to the release order,
signed by Justice of the Peace
Anne Finn.
Mr. Singh, who is fighting ex-

tradition to the United States,
where he faces drug-trafficking
charges, has been jailed at Toron-
to South Detention Centre since
October, 2024.
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Court order
links police
corruption
investigation,
Wedding case
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SARA MOJTEHEDZADEH

NIKO TAVENISE/
WARNER BROS
ENTERTAINMENT VIA AP

Fallout ripples across Mideast,
beyond as Iran war escalates

Displaced residents from the southern suburbs of Beirut gather in the Lebanese capital’s Martyrs’ Square on Thursday after the Israeli army
issued a warning to evacuate. The Israel-Hezbollah war that began Monday is the third such conflict in 20 years. KHALIL ASHAWI/REUTERS

There was a time when Fatima
Daoud supported Hezbollah and
saw the group as defending Leba-
non’s sovereignty. But her affec-
tion for the “Party of God” ex-
pired as it draggedher country in-
to war after war, driving her fam-
ily from one home to another.
The Israel-Hezbollah war that

began Monday – just one front in
the widening Middle East war – is
the third such conflict in 20 years
and the second in 15 months. The
fighting has forced Ms. Daoud
and her family to move seven
times, from their destroyedhome
in southern Lebanon, via a suc-
cession of rented apartments and
temporary shelters, to the high
school where she and her family
were camped Thursday.
Hezbollah’s decision to launch

a volley of rockets at Israel on
Monday – an attack it said was re-
taliation for the U.S.-Israeli strike
on Iran, which has supported
Hezbollah since its founding in
1982 – has provoked the predict-
ably harsh Israeli military re-
sponse, but also a firestorm of

criticism within the country.
Opposition to Hezbollah had

been hardening for years among
Lebanon’s Christians, Sunni Mus-
lim and Druze. What’s different
this time is that many in the
group’s own Shia Muslim com-
munity are expressing baffle-
ment and anger at the decision to
pull the country into yet another
war. Many feel that Hezbollah,
which has always professed to
put Lebanon’s interests first, had
shown that its ultimate loyalty
has always been to Tehran.
“This was between Israel and

Iran – so why did we launch rock-
ets from south Lebanon?” Ms.
Daoud asked. “We got displaced
for what reason? Is this life, what
we’re living now?”
It wasn’t clearwhether she and

her husband and four children
would be safe spending the night
on the floor of the high school or
if they would have to flee to an
eighth location. Shortly before
dusk, the Israeli military warned
all residents of Beirut’s southern
suburbs, an area collectively
known as the Dahiya and home
to about 400,000 people, to evac-
uate ahead of expected heavy at-
tacks.
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Anger mounts against
Hezbollah after Lebanon
pulled into another fight
MARK MacKINNON
SENIOR INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

As they voiced their sympathy for the victims of Ira-
nian air strikes this week, two African governments
made the curious decision to omit a key country
from their commiseration list: the United Arab
Emirates.
The reluctance of Sudan and Somalia to con-

demn the attacks on theUAE, even as it struggled to
fight off hundreds of Iranian missiles and drones,
was the latest sign of the oil-rich Gulf state’s contro-
versial and expanding role in some of Africa’s big-
gest conflicts.
The UAE’s financial and military support has

fuelled wars in Sudan and Ethiopia and bolstered a
secessionist movement in Somalia’s breakaway re-
gion of Somaliland, according to widespread re-
ports from the region. TheGulf state has also invest-
ed billions of dollars in commercial projects across
Africa in a bid to boost its political and economic
influence.
Now, those same African countries are trying to

calculate the impact of the UAE’s sudden involve-
ment in the Iran conflict.
Somebelieve the steep cost of thewar could force

the Emirates to pull back fromAfrica to conserve its
financial and military resources. Others say the Ira-
nian assault on the UAE could generate enough
international sympathy to discourage any Western
pressure to scale back its role in Sudan and else-
where.
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Conflict poised
to reshape UAE’s
role in Africa
GEOFFREY YORK
AFRICA BUREAU CHIEF
JOHANNESBURG
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