
S h a r o n  K i r k e y

Alberta doctors will be explicit-
ly banned from raising assisted 
death with a patient without the 
person first bringing it up, accord-
ing to a new bill tabled in the prov-
ince on Wednesday.

The goal is to ensure the pot-
entially life-ending decisions are 

“initiated and driven” by people 
themselves. 

Some critics argue that it’s “mind 
boggling” that, across Canada, med-
ical assistance in dying (MAID) is 
being presented as a care option. 
The fear is that initiating a discus-
sion about MAID risks unduly influ-
encing someone to choose it, given 
doctor-patient power dynamics. 

However, Canada’s MAID pro-
viders argue that doctors have 
a duty to disclose “all available 
treatment options,” including, 
when appropriate, MAID.

Among other changes, Alberta’s 
proposed Safeguards for Last 
Resort Termination of Life Act 

would, if passed, restrict all regu-
lated health professionals, includ-
ing doctors and nurse practition-
ers, from bringing up MAID un-
less the person raises it. 

That fits with most  jurisdic-
tions in the world with legalized 
euthanasia: The suggestion must 
come from the person. 

“We  don’t  want  anyone  to 
be  counselled  to end their life 
prematurely if they do not have a 
terminal illness,” Alberta Premier 
Danielle Smith said at a news con-
ference Wednesday.  

“If we have to make that clear in 
law, we’ll make it clear in law.” 

See EUTHANASIA on A2
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a danger  
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PUSHBACK ON MAID

Alberta bill would limit 
access to terminal cases

Alberta to MDs: Don’t talk about MAID until patients do

‘Don’t want anyone 
to be counselled 

prematurely’: Smith

C O M M E N T

Embrace 
capitalism 
and save  
Canada

Dear PM:   
the convoy 

was not  
sedition

J o s h  D e h a a s

Comment

Scotland  
rejects  

assistance in 
dying bill in 

emotional vote

M E D I C A L  A S S I S T A N C E  I N  D Y I N G
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Demonstrators who oppose assisted dying gathered while the Scottish Parliament was holding a final vote on the issue.

J i l l  L aw l e ss

L ON D ON  • Lawmakers in 
the Scottish Parliament, 
some fighting tears, rejected 
legislation that would have 
made Scotland the first part 
of the United Kingdom to 
legalize assisted dying for 
the terminally ill.

Members of the Edin-
burgh-based legislature 
voted 69 to 57 against a bill 
that would have let people 
in Scotland with six months 
or less to live seek a doctor’s 
help to end their life. There 
was one abstention.

It came after an emotion-
al debate that lasted around 
three hours and saw law-
makers tear up and applaud 
as they took turns to express 
their views on the issue.

Lorna Slater, the former 
Green co-leader who has 
spoken publicly of her fath-
er’s “beautiful” assisted death 
in Canada, fought tears as she 
recounted his last moments, 
according to the BBC.

“We should all have the 
right to choose,” she told her 
fellow Member of the Scot-
tish Parliament.

The MSPs had been given 
a free vote on the assist-
ed dying bill, which meant 
they could decide according 
to their consciences, rather 
than along party lines.

See SCOTLAND on A9

C anada is losing its 
entrepreneurial soul. 
T he  countr y  has 

100,000 fewer entrepreneurs 
than two decades ago despite 
adding 10 million people, its 
provinces rank below all 50 
U.S. states on economic free-
dom, and the middle class is 
drowning in record house-
hold debt while government 
expands at twice the rate of 
the private sector.

Here’s the reality: The 
C-Word ... capitalism needs 
to be embraced. Not rejected 
by Canadians.

That drop of 100,000 
entrepreneurs from 20 years 
ago happened even as the 
population grew 28 per cent. 
The new entrepreneur rate 
has been cut in more than 
half. It went from three per 
1,000 Canadians annually in 
2000 to just 1.3 per 1,000 in 
2022. Business Development 
Bank of Canada Chief Econo-
mist Pierre Cléroux warned 
in 2023 that this “Simply 
can’t be ignored, because 
new businesses are respon-
sible for almost all net new 
job creation in this country.”

Unfortunately, the trend 
may be accelerating. Sta-
tistics Canada payroll data 
for December should wake 
everyone up. Almost every 
industry is seeing signifi-
cant job losses except for 
health care and construc-
tion. Through October 2025 
the business opening rate 
dropped to 4.5 per cent while 
closures rose to 4.9 per cent, 
though it rebalanced the fol-
lowing month.

Total employment de-
clined by 84,000 (-0.4 per 
cent) in February and the 
employment rate fell 0.2 per-
centage points to 60.6 per 
cent.

See SIMMONDS on A11

T here was never any 
question what Prime 
Minister Mark Carney 

thought about the Freedom 
Convoy protesters in Ottawa. 
In a Globe and Mail op-ed 
published on Feb. 7, 2022, 
the “Ottawa resident and for-
mer governor of the Bank of 
Canada and the Bank of Eng-
land” wrote that the convoy 
was “terrorizing” people, that 
women were being forced 
to “flee abuse,” and that the 
elderly were “afraid to ven-
ture outside their homes.” 
He accused the organizers of 
“blatant treachery” and “sedi-
tion,” and proposed the gov-
ernment respond by “chok-
ing off the money.”

A week later, Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau followed 
Carney’s advice, invoking 
the Emergencies Act for the 
first time in history to create 
shocking regulations that 
banned funding of or travel-
ling to protests and ordered 
financial institutions to search 
for and seize bank accounts of 
suspects without warrants. 

See DEHAAS on A10

We’re losing 
entrepreneurs 
at a scary rate

R o ss   S i mm  o n d s

R a h i m  M o h a m e d

O T T AWA  • Alberta is proposing 
sweeping restrictions to medical as-
sistance in dying (MAID) that would 
prohibit doctor-assisted suicide in 
cases where death isn’t reasonably 
foreseeable, as well as for minors. 

A government bill tabled in the 
Alberta legislature on Wednesday 
would, if passed, end so-called “Track 
2” MAID in the province, which 
would prevent Albertans living with 
non-terminal medical conditions 
from accessing euthanasia. 

The bill effectively turns back the 
clock to when MAID was first legal-
ized in Canada for terminal condi-

tions in 2016, and ignores a 2019 
Quebec court decision striking down 
the requirement for a “reasonably 
foreseeable” natural death to qualify 
for MAID, which was followed by a 
subsequent 2021 loosening of federal 
restrictions. 

Alberta Justice Minister Mickey 
Amery said in a media briefing that 
the Quebec MAID ruling had no 
bearing on the province. 

“The Quebec challenge was a de-
cision in Quebec. It is not binding 
on Alberta,” said Amery, adding 
that the bill embodied a made-in-
Alberta approach to navigating 
the moral and ethical dilemmas of 
MAID. 

“We think that this bill finds the 
appropriate balance between al-
lowing people who are eligible for the 
original intention of MAID to be able 
to seek that, but also to find a balance 
in protecting our vulnerable, as well,” 
said Amery. 

See MAID on A7

Aims to turn 
euthanasia clock 

back to 2016
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Premier Danielle Smith on Tuesday.


