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Playlist: Nelson twins discuss musical identity, family in new memoir. C1

By Steve Scauzillo
SSCAUZILLO@SCNG.COM

When you think Rose Parade, your mind goes 
to the floats covered in flowers and the technical 
wizardry behind mechanical characters that move, 
spin or belch smoke.

But not so if you’re a band geek. You think of 
horns, drums, flag teams and the like, marching for 
5 1/2 miles to throngs of spectators.

Any marching band lover or participant — but 
not many viewers — knows that each school or 

PASADENA

Bands take long 
route to march  
in Rose Parade
Performing is honor of a lifetime 
for many, but it can be expensive

By Sandra Barrera
SBARRERA@SCNG.COM

For the past 12 months, fire survi-
vors have been imagining their rebuilt 
futures.

They can’t get back their homes lost 
in the Eaton and Palisades fires, but a 
growing number of grassroots real estate 
ventures have emerged in the aftermath 
of those January firestorms to help them 
envision what could lie ahead.

A year into the recovery, such 
ventures provide a glimpse at what 
neighborhood homes and structures 
might look like in towns where the 
architecture and scale of dwellings 
themselves were very much part of the 
local vibe and character.

You can see that vision emerging in an 
array of architectural renderings, floor 
plans and early building in the fire zones.

These options include relocating 
historical homes saved from demoli-
tion, craning in factory-built homes and 
shopping for preapproved plans from 
catalogs.

And the look of things varies, from 
designs that hark back to the age of 
craftsman and Spanish colonial styles, 
to more minimalist, modern takes on a 
home’s design.

Technology is also playing a role.
Can’t decide on a home to fit your lot? 

Artificial intelligence can narrow down 
the choices by address.

The common thread here is to cut the 
red tape, making the process of rebuild-
ing fast and affordable so people can get 
back home. Because the need for orga-
nized efforts in rebuilding homes after 
a significant disaster is so large, local 

WILDFIRE RECOVERY

Old, new ways speed 
comeback for homes  

From relocated rescues to AI, many methods help repopulate burn areas

“Rising 
From the 
Ashes,” a 
10-page 
special 
section, 
chronicles 
a year of 
heartbreak, 
scrutiny 
and 
recovery 
after the 
Palisades 
and Eaton 
fires. 

Coming Wednesday

Several factors affected how first responders battled 

the Palisades and Eaton fires. Here are updates on 

some of the challenges on Jan. 7 and what, if anything, 

could potentially solve them. S3

Addressing 9 public safety 

issues raised by the fires

The National Weather Service in Los Angeles issued a 

red flag warning for strong winds on Jan. 6 at 7:47 p.m. 

Less than 24 hours later, two of the most destructive 

fires in the history of the region were ignited. S8

FOCUS

Assessing the devastation 

of the catastrophic fires

Several grassroot efforts are aiming to protect nature 

and wildlife in Altadena’s urban areas. The organi-

zation Altadena Green has partnered with several  

groups to protect the area’s trees. S4

Groups work to restore 

ecosystem in Altadena

REPORT CARD

ENVIRONMENT

ALSO INSIDE: Remembering the 31 residents who died in the fires, who came from all walks of life. S7  |  A visual of the evolution that four areas have made since the destruction. S10

Free plants are available for pickup during Regrow 

Altadena’s Community Day in Altadena on Dec. 7. 

PHOTO BY CONNOR TERRY

By Anissa Rivera

ARIVERA@SCNG.COM

Last Christmas, Evelyn McClen-

don gathered with her mother and 

siblings at home on Las Flores Drive 

in Altadena. There were prayers and 

a table laden with food, and “all of us in the 

same space, thankful for the people who were 

there,” her brother Zaire Calvin, 48, said.

“At the time, we had no idea how much 

would change after that,” he added.

It would be Evelyn McClendon’s last 

Christmas. The 59-year-old Loyola Mary-

mount graduate and retired school bus 

driver, lover of history, conspiracy theories 

and horror movies, who every day lived the 

“Christ” in Christian, would be one of the 

19 people killed in the Eaton fire that would 

engulf their hometown 13 days later.

That final holiday get-together, her brother 

remembers the gift Evelyn gave her family 

was something you couldn’t wrap.

“She gave a lot of prayers and spiritual 

advice,” he said. “She was always encouraging 

us to lean on faith, stay grounded, and trust 

God even when things didn’t make sense. 

That’s what stays with me the most now. 

And whenever she left, she would always say, 

‘toodles.’ That’s one of those small things that 

stays with you.”
This Christmas season, like all Eaton fire 

survivors, his family is carrying a mix of grati-

tude, exhaustion and deep emotional weight, 

Calvin said. Thousands are scattered across 

the region, finding themselves chary of cele-

brating in a place that isn’t home. Those able 

to remain in town are holding on to sights 

and traditions of holidays past, while others 

are starting new initiatives, offering comfort, 

survivor to survivor, for whatever its worth. 

And it’s worth a lot.

For the extended tribe of Calvins and 

McClendons, grief is a constant ache. They 

lost a cousin, Chanel Mallet, who died on New 

Year’s Day 2025, then Evelyn six days later. 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

‘The holidays hit differently 

now’ for wildfire survivors
In the Eaton burn zone, ‘grief attacks,’ reminders of 

the past mix with carols and bursts of cheer; families 

enter a new season of acceptance and struggle

See HOLIDAYS on Page S9 Inside: Images of signs of the holidays pop up throughout resilient towns. Page S2A holiday ribbon still hanging at a home lost in the Eaton fire in Altadena blows in the wind 

on Jan. 20. SARAH REINGEWIRTZ — STAFF  PHOTOGRAPHER

People walk along Christmas Tree Lane during the 105th annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and Winterfest in Altadena on Dec. 6. PHOTO BY TREVOR STAMP 

Firefighters battle near the surf as beachfront homes 

go up in flames along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu 

during the Palisades fire on Jan. 7.  

DAVID CRANE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ONLINE: For an interactive over-

head look at the change in the burn 

zone landscapes of the Eaton and 

Palisades fires, scan the QR codes.

RISING FROM THE ASHES
PA G E  1  |  S E C T I O N  S  |  W E D N E S D AY,  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 5  | 

A year of heartbreak, scrutiny and recovery after January’s deadly Eaton and Palisades fires

By Sierra van der Brug  
and Sydney Barragan
STAFF WRITERS

Scores of residents in the 
Happy Jack section of Lytle 
Creek in the mountains of San 
Bernardino County were left 
stranded after a severe storm 
destroyed the only bridge 
providing access to the neigh-
borhood.

The bridge on Sycamore 

Drive, which crosses Lytle 
Creek and serves as the sole 
roadway into the neighbor-
hood, was overwhelmed by 
storm runoff Wednesday, resi-
dent Don Parrington said.

Water flowed over and 
around the structure before 
washing out approximately 20 
to 30 feet of roadway, leaving 
a gap estimated at 5 to 10 feet 
deep.

Parrington, a 72-year-old 

semiretired psychotherapist 
and administrator who has lived 
in Happy Jack for 13 years, said 
the collapse has left roughly 
250 residents cut off, including 
an estimated 25 to 30 people 
who are elderly or disabled 
and unable to safely cross the 
washed-out roadway on foot.

“Those folks are, at the 
moment, isolated,” said Ryan 
Beckers, a spokesperson for 
the San Bernardino County Fire 
Department.

While emergency response 

LYTLE CREEK

Washed-out bridge strands 250
Temporary road may be ready today so 
Happy Jack residents can access area

By Joe Nelson
JNELSON@SCNG.COM

A proposed solar power plant near Baker rejected 
by the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors 
nearly a decade ago has been revived under a new 
law allowing developers to bypass local approval for 
energy projects and seek a green light directly from 
the California Energy Commission.

If approved, Soda Mountain Solar LLC would 
build a 300-megawatt solar plant and battery stor-
age system on 2,670 acres of federal land adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Land Management, about 6 

SB COUNTY

New law 
gives life 
to solar 
project
Plan nixed in 2016 is strongly 
opposed by environmentalists 

See BANDS on Page A8

See PLANT on Page A7

David Orozco, an investigation officer for the city of Los Angeles, inspects a section of a 1910 craftsman home in Los Feliz on 
Aug. 5 before crews can transport it to an empty lot in Altadena. The home is part of the Historic House Relocation Project, 
which takes homes slated for demolition to burned-out lots from the Eaton fire in Altadena. PHOTO BY TREVOR STAMP

See FIRES on Page A10

The bridge on 
Sycamore Drive, 
the sole entry 
point into the 
Happy Jack 
neighborhood 
in Lytle Creek, 
was destroyed 
Wednesday by a 
severe storm.  
COURTESY OF 
DON PARRINGTON

See BRIDGE on Page A8
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CODE: SCNG

Happy Holiday Home Comfort
From Our Home To Yours!

Air
Water
Power

New HVAC Install - SAVE up to $5000
Heat Safety Check & Service - 20% Discount

Whole-Home Purification/Filtration - SAVE up to $750
Tankless & Standard Water Heaters - SAVE up to $1500

Generac Generator Install - SAVE up to $2500
Permanent Holiday Lighting Installation - 10% Discount

909-792-2222 burgesons.com
Don’t Forget…

Federal Tax Credits END December 2025

$ 2 . 5 0   |   S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 2 5   |   S B S U N . C O M

 

Visit myaccount.sbsun.com or call 
909-889-8584. To place a classified 
ad, call 714-796-7983.
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