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A former employee at the Chinese Cham-
ber of Commerce filed a lawsuitWednesday
against the nonprofit and nine of its leaders,
alleging she was wrongfully terminated in
July in retaliation for reporting that she had
endured years of sexual harassment and as-
sault at the hands of the group’s leaders.

Judy Lee, whowas hired as the chamber’s
programdirector inApril 2025, seeks at least
$1 million in damages for the alleged hostile
work environment and sexual harassment
she said she faced while in that role and as a
volunteer for years before she was formally
hired.

The chamber is a powerful advocate for
the neighborhood’s businesses and organiz-
es the beloved annual Chinese NewYear Pa-
rade, but the lawsuit describes an organiza-
tion marred by a culture of pervasive sexual
harassment and political infighting. It alleg-
es the nonprofit was run by older men
whose recurring, unwanted romantic and
sexual advances toward Lee and other
young women were well known by its lead-
ers, who did not take action to stop them.

S.F. Chinese
chamber sued
by ex-staffer
By Ko Lyn Cheang
STAFF WRITER

Chamber continues on A7

SanFranciscoOpera canceled
its opening-night performance
of Verdi’s “Simon Boccanegra”
as orchestramusicians gathered
toprotest outside of theWarMe-
morial Opera House, abruptly
halting the start of the compa-
ny’s 104th season and sending
dressed-up patrons streaming
out of the venue.

The musicians of the San
Francisco Opera Orchestra an-
nounced the strike less than an
hourbefore the8p.m. curtainon
Saturday, saying they would not
performwithout a new contract.
Their previous agreement ex-
pired July 31.

“It is with heavy hearts that
we announce that the musicians
of the San Francisco Opera Or-

chestra are on strike andwewill
not be performing at tonight’s

Opening Night,” the musicians
said in a statement released at

7:30 p.m. “A strike is not some-
thing we take lightly, and we are
deeply sorry to everyone who
planned to spend this evening at
the opera.”

Opera General Director Mat-
thew Shilvock appeared onstage
before the audience Saturday
night to announce the cancella-
tion, prompting audible gasps
inside the auditorium.

“As far as we know at the mo-
ment, the orchestra is on strike
throughout,” Shilvock told the
crowd, adding that Opera in the
Park on Sunday would also be
“very sadly canceled.” The
Chronicle is a sponsor of the an-
nual free outdoor concert at
Golden Gate Park.

Shilvock told patrons the
company would be in touch
about options to donate the val-
ue of their seats, hold the credit

S.F. Opera cancels performances asmusicians strike
By Tony Bravo, Aidin Vaziri
and Mariecar Mendoza
STAFF WRITERS
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Musicians and their supporters picket outside theWar Memorial
Opera House on Saturday night as members of the San Francisco
Opera Orchestra strike for a new contract with higher wages.

ASanFranciscoofficial accusedby sever-
alwomenof violence and sexual abuse com-
mitted “official misconduct” when he re-
peatedly misused his position and title for
private gain, according to a city investiga-
tion released Friday that could lead to his
ouster.

The investigation, launched by Inspector
General Alex Shepard in response to re-
porting by the Chronicle, found that Wil-
liam Palmer, the outgoing president of the
San Francisco Sheriff ’s Department Over-
sight Board, violated city ethics laws 14
times in connection with two incidents
since December, including by using his po-
sition for personal benefit.

Palmer has served on the oversight panel
since the Board of Supervisors appointed
him in 2021. A former inmate who spent
most of his life in prison for a crime he com-
mitted as a teenager, he positioned himself
as a voice for formerly incarcerated people
on the board, which seeks to monitor jail
conditions and hold sheriff ’s deputies ac-
countable.

The alleged violations stem from two
events investigated by the Chronicle, and

Sheriff
oversight
chiefmay
be ousted
City probe findsmisconduct
by president of S.F. board

By Michael Barba
STAFF WRITER

Oversight continues on A9
For many San Francisco fami-

lies, preschool is cheaper this
year. It’s also more complicated.

Mayor Daniel Lurie’s expan-
sion of the Early Learning for
All subsidy has made two-thirds

of the city’s
young families
eligible for as-
sistance paying
for daycare and
preschool —
while adding a

new variable to what can al-
ready feel like a high-stakes hunt
for parents thinking years ahead
about their child’s education.

Liz Winograd, vice chair for
the San Francisco Child Care
Planning and Advisory Council,
knows how seriously some peo-
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Children play at Telegraph Hill (TelHi) Cooperative Preschool at HelenWills Playground Park in San Francisco.

Making preschool
more affordable
City expands subsidy program to help families stay

Este Applegate, center, listens during story time at Telegraph Hill
Cooperative Preschool. The expanded ELFA program has made
preschool cheaper, while adding new considerations for families.
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ONLINE: Tool shows S.F. preschool tuition, school by school. bit.ly/ChronPreschoolTool
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MayorDanielLurie is flex-
ingmore of his politicalmus-
cle in San Francisco’s No-
vember election by endors-
ing candidates andmeasures
across the local ballot.

Lurie said Friday that in

two competitive races for
open seats on the Board of
Supervisors he is backing
leading moderates Theo El-
lington, who is running in
District 10 to succeed Super-
visor Shamann Walton, and
Manny Yekutiel, running in
District 8 to replace Supervi-
sor Rafael Mandelman. The
outcomes of those races

couldhelpdeterminewheth-
er the board retains amoder-
ate majority friendly to Lu-
rie’s agenda.

Lurie’s endorsement of
Yekutiel is particularly note-
worthy given that Yekutiel
has faced a high-profile sex-
ual assault allegation. But
that accusation has not
stoppedYekutiel fromsecur-

ing other major endorse-
ments, including from the lo-
cal Democratic Party, and
the mayor said Yekutiel had
assured him the allegation
was not true. Lurie and Ye-
kutiel cofounded the non-
profit Civic Joy Fund, which
uses private donations to
host street parties, trash
Endorse continues on A10

Lurie unveils endorsements forNovember
By J.D. Morris
and Alyce McFadden
STAFF WRITERS


