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Good morning!
Philip Young

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print
newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
redding.com/enewspaper or scan this code on
your mobile device. You will also find late news and
sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

College football must create
playoff that looks like NFL
SPORTS, 1B

Another twopeople inShastaCounty
tested positive formeasles, bringing the
total number of cases in 2026 to eight
countywide, health officials said Tues-
daymorning.
The seven newpatients, identified in

February,hadclosecontactwiththefirst
Redding area patient with measles,
Shasta County Health and Human Ser-
vices said.
“These patients … agreed early on to

stay home and isolate before they be-
camecontagious,”ShastaCountyPublic
HealthDirectorKatieCassidysaid in the
announcement,and“thesenewpatients
didnothavecontactwith thepublic.
Allof theeightpeoplewithconfirmed

cases of measles in Shasta County in
2026 “were either unvaccinated or had
anunknownhistoryofvaccination,”said

See IDENTIFIED, Page 2A

Cases rise;
patients
identified
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MEASLES IN
SHASTA COUNTY

Romance is in the air at Nello’s Place
in Redding.
Redding’s renowned Italian dining

spot is gearing up for another busy Val-
entine’s Day this Saturday, Feb. 14.
Jim Dad, who owns Nello’s with his

wife, Rosa, had to stop taking reserva-
tions for the special night when the
booking list swelled to 300.
Reservations filled fast, within about

threeweeks. “That’sprobably thequick-
estwe’ve ever sold,”Dad said.
“You open those doors up and (cus-

tomers) just start coming in here,” the
long-time restaurateur said; “We’ll have
a 35-table rotation to do 300 people.”
Couples who couldn’t snag a Satur-

day slot were being squeezed in for Fri-
day, which alsowas selling out.
Nello’s popularity on Cupid’s day

shouldn’t be a surprise considering it
once again was voted the top romantic
restaurant in the latest Best of North
State Community’s Choice Awards. The
Bechelli Lane location also took three
other best-of honors for premier dining
experience, fine dining and best Italian
food in 2025.
“I always tell them, thank you very

much,”Dad said.

Setting themood atNello’s Place

Don’t be surprised if there’s already a
lineofcustomerswhenthedoorsopenat
5 p.m., especially on the weekends. The
parking lot fills up fast.
Dad recommends reservations all

year long, especially for diners traveling
from out of town and on high-demand
occasions.
“So it goes New Year’s Eve, then Val-

entine’s and thenMother’sDay (inorder
of popularity),” Dad said. “Believe it or

not, our busiest month is always in De-
cember for Christmas parties.”
With a reputation for haute cuisine,

dinnertime patrons also turn to Nello’s
to celebrateanniversariesandbirthdays
or to just have a special night out.
Nello’s is the kind of classy place

where the waiters wear bow ties, black
vests and white shirts as they prepare
dishes suchasSteakDianeandbananas
flambewith a fiery flourish.
Dimly-lit dining rooms, tableside

candles, cloth napkins and linen table-
clothsarepartof theelegantexperience.
Background music creates an inti-

mate atmosphere with Frank Sinatra
singing “New York, New York” or per-
haps Dean Martin crooning “That’s
Amore.” “We still play the oldmusic, be-
lieve it or not,”Dad said.
Servers elevate the experiencewith a

floral touch. “Wegiverosestothe ladies
at the end of the dinner,”Dad said.

ARedding restaurant legacy

Nello’s got its start in 1982 after
founderNelloMieleandhiswife,Tomi-
ko,movedtoRedding tosupposedly re-
tire. By that time in his life,Miele had a
storied history of running famous res-
taurants.
In an online bio, Miele said he first

got involved in the food industry in
NewYork and PalmBeach, Florida, be-
fore openinghis first restaurant in1963
called Talk of the Town, where he “ca-
tered to the stars.”
“(Nello) used to tell me people like

Danny Thomas, Frank Sinatra and

See DINING, Page 2A

Jim Dad, who co-owns Nello’s Place in Redding with his wife Rosa, stands in front of the Italian restaurant’s back bar on
Feb. 5.MIKE CHAPMAN/SPECIAL TO THE RECORD SEARCHLIGHT

Restaurant puts its heart
into Valentine’s Day dining

The dining room at Nello’s Place in Redding. The restaurant plans to serve up
romantic dining and ambiance for Valentine’s Day on Feb. 14.
KELVIN MATTHEWS/SPECIAL TO THE RECORD SEARCHLIGHT

Mike Chapman
Special to the Record Searchlight

Amid discussions of the seven addi-
tional measles cases recently identified
in Shasta County, Supervisor Kevin Crye
encouragedthepublicto“maketheirown
medical decisions” in response to public
comments regardingvaccination.
At the Feb. 10 Board of Supervisors

meeting, what began as a broad presen-
tation by Shasta County Public Health
OfficerDr.JamesMugivingasummaryof
his activities in 2025 and priorities in
2026, became a discussion of the recent
ShastaCountymeaslesoutbreakandthe
county’s role in advocating for vaccina-
tion after threemembers of the commu-
nity spokeoutat themeeting.
The speakers criticized Mu for not

comingbeforetheboardtoencouragethe
publictogetvaccinatedinthewakeofthe

Officials
respond to
outbreak
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