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By Leah Willingham and Julie Walker
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON — More than a thousand flights were 
canceled or delayed across the Northeast and Great 
Lakes regions due to snow as thousands took to 
roads and airports during the busy travel period 
between Christmas and New Year’s.

New York City received about 4 inches of 
snow Friday night into early Saturday, slightly 
under what some forecasts had predicted. At 
least 1,500 flights were canceled from Friday 
night, according to flight-tracking service Flight- 
Aware. But by the morning, both the roads and the 
skies were clearing.

NATION

Storm snarls holiday 
travel in Northeast, 
Great Lakes regions

Oregon players take to the Rose Bowl field prior to the 111th Rose Bowl Game/College Football Playoff quarterfinal against 
Ohio State in Pasadena on Jan. 1. KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

By Ryan Carter
RCARTER@SCNG.COM

It was 1946 in the Crown City, the 
proud home of the Rose Bowl and the 
Rose Parade.

The parade’s theme rang out that year, 
“Victory, Unity, Peace,”  a theme spark-
ing the birth of new aspirations for a 
war-weary nation.

Pasadena’s Rose Bowl Game — later 
known as “The Granddaddy of Them All” 
— and its giant spectacle of a parade were 
right at the center of this new era, with all 
the pomp and tradition it could muster.

Something else was born that year: an 
exclusive agreement between the Tour-
nament of Roses, the Big Ten Conference 
and the precursor to the Pac-12, already 
nascent juggernaut leagues in the college 
sports world.

For decades, that pioneering pact 
fueled Pasadena’s prominence as a 
center of the college football universe 
on New Year’s Day, from USC’s multide-
cade march to Rose Bowl Game royalty 
to UCLA’s stunning dominance on New 

PASADENA

Rose traditions face 
shifting landscape

Change in college football dynamics, end of ESPN deal have 
parade day’s leaders adjusting to loss of revenue, control

By Jeff Horseman
JHORSEMAN@SCNG.COM

In the Inland Empire, big rigs are as common as 
the warehouses many of them serve.

It’s also not unusual to have 18-wheeled traffic 
congestion near freeways. Often, critics say, cargo 
vehicles also are seen near homes, schools and other 
places at risk from toxic truck exhaust.

A state law signed in 2024 includes a provision 
that tries to steer truck traffic away from those areas.

 Now, Inland Empire cities — along with Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties — are facing a Thurs-
day deadline to redraw authorized truck routes to 
comply with the law known as Assembly Bill 98.

It’s important work for public health, said Ana 

AIR QUALITY

Changes 
ordered 
for truck 
routes
Inland cities, counties must 
direct cargo traffic away from 
residences, schools by Thursday

By Sandra Barrera
SBARRERA@SCNG.COM

For the past 12 months, fire survi-
vors have been imagining their 
rebuilt futures.

They can’t get back their homes 
lost in the Eaton and Palisades fires, 
but a growing number of grassroots 
real estate ventures have emerged 

in the aftermath of those January 
firestorms to help them envision 
what could lie ahead.

A year into the recovery, such 
ventures provide a glimpse at 
what neighborhood homes and 
structures might look like in towns 
where the architecture and scale 
of dwellings themselves were very 

much part of the local vibe and 
character.

You can see that vision emerging 
in an array of architectural render-
ings, floor plans and early building 
in the fire zones.

These options include relocat-
ing historical homes saved from 
demolition, craning in factory-built 
homes and shopping for preap-
proved plans from catalogs.

And the look of things varies, 
from designs that hark back to the 
age of craftsman and Spanish colo-

nial styles, to more minimal-
ist, modern takes on a home’s 
design.

Technology is also playing 
a role.

Can’t decide on a home to 
fit your lot? Artificial intelli-
gence can narrow down the 
choices by address.

The common thread here 
is to cut the red tape, making 
the process of rebuilding fast 

WILDFIRE RECOVERY

From relocated rescues to AI, many means 
bringing homes to burn areas more quickly

“Rising From the 
Ashes,” a 10-page 
special section, 
chronicles a year of 
heartbreak, scrutiny 
and recovery after 
the Palisades and 
Eaton fires. 

Coming 
Wednesday

Several factors affected how first responders battled 

the Palisades and Eaton fires. Here are updates on 

some of the challenges on Jan. 7 and what, if anything, 

could potentially solve them. S3

Addressing 9 public safety 

issues raised by the fires

The National Weather Service in Los Angeles issued a 

red flag warning for strong winds on Jan. 6 at 7:47 p.m. 

Less than 24 hours later, two of the most destructive 

fires in the history of the region were ignited. S8

FOCUS

Assessing the devastation 

of the catastrophic fires

Several grassroot efforts are aiming to protect nature 

and wildlife in Altadena’s urban areas. The organi-

zation Altadena Green has partnered with several  

groups to protect the area’s trees. S4

Groups work to restore 

ecosystem in Altadena

REPORT CARD

ENVIRONMENT

ALSO INSIDE: Remembering the 31 residents who died in the fires, who came from all walks of life. S7  |  A visual of the evolution that four areas have made since the destruction. S10

Free plants are available for pickup during Regrow 

Altadena’s Community Day in Altadena on Dec. 7. 

PHOTO BY CONNOR TERRY

By Anissa Rivera

ARIVERA@SCNG.COM

Last Christmas, Evelyn McClen-

don gathered with her mother and 

siblings at home on Las Flores Drive 

in Altadena. There were prayers and 

a table laden with food, and “all of us in the 

same space, thankful for the people who were 

there,” her brother Zaire Calvin, 48, said.

“At the time, we had no idea how much 

would change after that,” he added.

It would be Evelyn McClendon’s last 

Christmas. The 59-year-old Loyola Mary-

mount graduate and retired school bus 

driver, lover of history, conspiracy theories 

and horror movies, who every day lived the 

“Christ” in Christian, would be one of the 

19 people killed in the Eaton fire that would 

engulf their hometown 13 days later.

That final holiday get-together, her brother 

remembers the gift Evelyn gave her family 

was something you couldn’t wrap.

“She gave a lot of prayers and spiritual 

advice,” he said. “She was always encouraging 

us to lean on faith, stay grounded, and trust 

God even when things didn’t make sense. 

That’s what stays with me the most now. 

And whenever she left, she would always say, 

‘toodles.’ That’s one of those small things that 

stays with you.”
This Christmas season, like all Eaton fire 

survivors, his family is carrying a mix of grati-

tude, exhaustion and deep emotional weight, 

Calvin said. Thousands are scattered across 

the region, finding themselves chary of cele-

brating in a place that isn’t home. Those able 

to remain in town are holding on to sights 

and traditions of holidays past, while others 

are starting new initiatives, offering comfort, 

survivor to survivor, for whatever its worth. 

And it’s worth a lot.

For the extended tribe of Calvins and 

McClendons, grief is a constant ache. They 

lost a cousin, Chanel Mallet, who died on New 

Year’s Day 2025, then Evelyn six days later. 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

‘The holidays hit differently 

now’ for wildfire survivors
In the Eaton burn zone, ‘grief attacks,’ reminders of 

the past mix with carols and bursts of cheer; families 

enter a new season of acceptance and struggle

See HOLIDAYS on Page S9 Inside: Images of signs of the holidays pop up throughout resilient towns. Page S2A holiday ribbon still hanging at a home lost in the Eaton fire in Altadena blows in the wind 

on Jan. 20. SARAH REINGEWIRTZ — STAFF  PHOTOGRAPHER

People walk along Christmas Tree Lane during the 105th annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and Winterfest in Altadena on Dec. 6. PHOTO BY TREVOR STAMP 

Firefighters battle near the surf as beachfront homes 

go up in flames along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu 

during the Palisades fire on Jan. 7.  

DAVID CRANE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ONLINE: For an interactive over-

head look at the change in the burn 

zone landscapes of the Eaton and 

Palisades fires, scan the QR codes.

RISING FROM THE ASHES
PA G E  1  |  S E C T I O N  S  |  W E D N E S D AY,  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 5  | 

A year of heartbreak, scrutiny and recovery after January’s deadly Eaton and Palisades fires

See TRUCKS on Page A8

Old, new ways speed comeback  

See FIRES on Page A8

A bronze statue dedicated to Terry Donahue, the winningest coach in UCLA 
football and Pac-12 Conference history, is unveiled in a ceremony at the Rose Bowl 
Stadium on Oct. 27, 2023. DAVID CRANE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

See ROSE on Page A12 See STORM on Page A13
Inside: Volunteers rush to decorate and beautify floats in time for the New Year’s 
Day Rose Parade. PAGE A3.
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TODAY MON. TUE.

Full weather report B12

A SCNG PREMIUM VIRTUAL SERIES

P R E S ENTS

REGISTER HERE: scng.com/virtualevents
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026, 4:00 P.M.

GREGG HURWITZ TOD GOLDBERG

$ 2 . 5 0   |   S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 2 5   |   PA S A D E N A S TA R N E W S . C O M

 

Call 626-808-4785 or visit myaccount.
pasadenastarnews.com or. To place a 
classified ad, call 714-796-7983.
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