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Local: Airports’ traffic
down in Bay Area. B1

Nation: Isais, rains
move north. A3

Business: Subsidies and loans
power China’s export boom. C9

Sports: Superfan brings sparkle
to the crowd in ‘Ballhalla.’ C1

The49ersarebattered,
bruisedandroutinelyplay-
ingguyswhocoachesdon’t
particularlywanton thefield
or including somewhowere
signedmerehoursbefore
thegame.
OnSunday, theiroffense

spentmostof thegame look-
ing likeanengine running
onbadlymixed lawnmower
gas.
Andyetnot anounceof

anyof it seems tomatter.
Becausewhile the49ers

mightnothaveacompre-

hensiveunderstandingof
who, in fact, is on the roster,
this teamdoeshavean
obsceneamountof intestinal
fortitude.
Oh, and ithasBrockPurdy

andMikeEvans, too.
Pair those three things

togetherwithadefense that
isplayingbetter thananyone
(including the49ers) could
haveexpected, andyou

havea5-0recordandaspot
firmlyatop theNFCWest—
and, ergo, theNFL—peck-
ingorder.
SanFranciscobeat the

defendingSuperBowl
championSeahawks32-29
inSeattleonSunday.
Analyzing thefilmwill

beawful—turnovers,
blown-upplaysandsilly
penaltiesmarred the tape.
But thegame?Well, that

wasa triumph.
Even if itwasoneof the

most chaotic football games
youcouldpossibly imagine.
The49erswent into the

locker roomathalftimeup
21-13despite accomplishing
very littleonoffense. Seattle
basicallywrappedup three
touchdownswithabow

COMMENTARY

49ers show how the (NFC)West is won

Quarterback Brock Purdy and the 49ers faced the toughest
test of this season in a narrow victory Sunday over the
Seahawks in Seattle. STEPH CHAMBERS — GETTY IMAGES

By George Avalos
GAVALOS@BAYAREA
NEWSGROUP.COM

SAN JOSE — Just a few
years after experts insisted
an Amazon-spawned “retail
apocalypse” would doom
several of the Bay Area’s
big-box store sites, a growing
numberof the largecommer-
cialproperties thatoncewere
home to Walmart, Kohl’s,
Fry’s and other chain stores
arefindingnewlife.

While some have pushed
for the expansive land host-
ing these stores to be turned
into housing, a fresh crop of
merchantsisbusyscoutingfor
existing locations that could
help themtap intoaBayArea
economy awash in wealth
createdby theAIboom.

“Retailerswanttobehere,”
said David Taxin, a partner
withMeachamOppenheimer,
a commercial real estate
firm. “This area has somuch
disposable income.”

As ofMarch, the San Jose
metro area had the nation’s

highest median household
income at $175,500, accord-
ingtoareportfrommarket-fo-
cuseddigitalpublisherVisual
Capitalist. The San Francis-
co-SanMateometroareawas
secondat$141,300.

“TheSouthBayissostrong,
it’s a very resilient market,”
said JimFletcher, a BayArea
commercialrealestateexecu-
tive.“TheValleyFair-Santana
RowcorridorandtheBlossom
Hill Road corridor are some
of thestrongest retail areas in
California.”

Former shopping malls
set to be repurposed include
Vallco, a dead and mostly
demolished retail center in
Cupertino that is slated to
be replaced by a mixed-use
neighborhood of homes,
shops,restaurantsandoffices.

The purchase by a real
estate firm of two empty
retail buildings at Stoneridge
Mall inPleasanton leaves the
future unknown for the sites
that once hostedNordstrom
andJCPenney.

In North Oakland, the

proposeddevelopmentoftwo
housing towers could trigger
the demolition of an existing
TraderJoe’s grocery store.

A new wave of ethnic
markets is also taking over
empty stores around the Bay
Area.

“We are seeing a fairly
significant push from ethnic
grocers — South Asian, East

Asian, Hispanic,” said James
Chung, founder and princi-
palexecutivewithTheEconic
Co., a commercial real estate
firm. “They have entered the
market fairlyaggressively the
lastfiveyears.”

The opportunities for
transformation are plentiful.
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Fry’s Electronics shut down in 2021, leaving large spaces like
this one in Fremont vacant. It is being marketed toward AI or
industrial reuse. JANE TYSKA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Zeniah Guzman, 10, of San Jose jumping on a trampoline at Altitude Trampoline Park in San Jose on Thursday. It is one of
three activity-oriented businesses that opened in a former Walmart supercenter. DAI SUGANO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Activity centers and ethnic grocers are reviving big-box spaces andmalls

By Grant Stringer
GSTRINGER@BAYAREANEWSGROUP.COM

Morethan1millionCalifornianscouldlosehealth
insurance as the Trump administration restricts
access to Medi-Cal, the government coverage
programforlow-incomepeople.Inanearlywarning
sign,more patients without insurance are already
arrivingatBayAreahospitals.

Hundredsmore uninsured patients permonth
were treated this summer at Santa Clara Valley
Healthcare hospitals and emergency rooms, said
CEO Paul Lorenz. The major safety net health
providerplanstospendatleast$25millionmorethis
yearonsubsidizedcareforthosewhocan’taffordto
seeadoctorand is redesigningprograms toabsorb
morepatients.

“We’re just seeing thebeginning ofwhatwe see
asamajorproblemforaccesstohealthcare,”Lorenz
said.

At Santa Clara Valley Healthcare’s four emer-
gency rooms, visits of patients without insurance
grew fromabout 2,300 in January to 2,600 in July,
a 13%rise, said spokespersonRogerRoss.

About125uninsuredpatientswerehospitalized
eachmonth in the fiscal year that ended in June.
That number has since doubled to about 250 per
month,Rosswrote.

The SiliconValley health network isn’t alone in
treatingmoreuninsuredpatients.

AtSt.RoseHospital inHayward,partofAlameda
Health System, staff participating in a “die-in”
protestof theTrumpadministrationcuts tohealth
spendingsaidthenumberofuninsuredpatientsseen
eachdayhas spiked thereaswell.

HEALTHCARE

ERs see
more go
without
coverage
Executives, advocates expect
problem of uninsured patients
to worsen with federal cuts

See HEALTH on Page A6

See RETAIL on Page A6

By Paul Rogers
PROGERS@BAYAREANEWSGROUP.COM

Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, the oldest andmost
popular state park along the Big Sur coast, will
reopenFridayafterbeingclosedformorethantwo
monthsdue toamajorwildfire in thearea.

The park, which opened in 1933 and draws an
averageof750,000visitorsayear, iswell-knownfor
its 189RVand tent campsites, Big SurRiverGorge
swimmingholeandredwoodtrails. It is thelaststate
park inBigSur to reopenas theTimberFirewinds
down.

On Saturday, the fire, which began Aug. 8, was
97%contained.

“We’resuperexcitedtohavethepublicback,”said
Sgt. TomCunningham, supervising ranger for the
CaliforniaStateDepartmentofParksandRecreation
BigSurSector. “Wewerehappy to support thefire
operations.Butgettingdayuseback is awesome.”

During the fire, which threatened homes and
famousbusinesses includingtheNepentherestau-
rant,PostRanchInnandDeetjen’sBigSurInn,more
than 1,000 firefighters from across California and

OUTDOORS

Pfeiffer Big Sur
State Park to
reopen after fire
On Saturday, the Timber blaze
was 97% contained after burning
25,352 acres over twomonths

See SUR on Page A6See KURTENBACH on Page A6

Full report on

WEATHER
H: 71-75 L: 47-49

B8

Business . . . . . . . . . . . . C9
Classified . . . . . . . . . . . A7
Comics/TV . . . . . . . . . B6

Local. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .B1
Lottery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . A2
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . B5

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .B2, C7
Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .C1
Weather . . . . . . . . . . . . B8

INDEX

Call 408-508-5554 for a subscription.
To place a classified ad, call 408-920-5111.
Copyright © 2025, Mercury News
24/7 coverage at mercurynews.com

SUBSCRIPTION WEATHER FORECAST

6 40493 00001 1

Thenewspaperof SiliconValley

Volume 176, issue 115


