
$ 3 . 0 0   |   T H U R S D AY,  F E B R U A R Y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 6   |   M E R C U R Y N E W S . C O M 111

Sports: Giants rookie 
preps outfield skills. C1

Nation: House votes 
to reject tariffs. A4

Business: January sees an uptick 
in hiring over dismal 2025. C9

Local: Steph Curry makes plans 
for after his basketball career. B1

By Alanna Durkin Richer, Eric 
Tucker and Stephen Groves
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General Pam Bondi launched 
into a passionate defense of Pres-
ident Donald Trump Wednesday 
as she tried to turn the page from 
relentless criticism of the Justice 
Department’s handling of the 

Jeffrey Epstein files, repeatedly 
shouting at Democrats during a 
combative hearing in which she 
postured herself as the Republican 
president’s chief protector.

Besieged by questions over 
Epstein and accusations of a 
weaponized Justice Department, 
Bondi aggressively pivoted in an 
extraordinary speech in which 
she mocked her Democratic ques-

tioners, praised Trump over the 
performance of the stock market 
and openly aligned herself as 
in sync with a president whom 
she painted as a victim of past 
impeachments and investigations.

“You sit here and you attack 
the president and I’m not going to 
have it,” Bondi told lawmakers on 
the House Judiciary Committee. 
“I am not going to put up with it.”

With victims of Epstein seated 
behind her in the hearing room, 
Bondi forcefully defended the 
department’s handling of the 
files related to the well-connected 
financier that have dogged her 
tenure. She accused Democrats of 
using the Epstein files to distract 
from Trump’s successes, when it 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT UNDER FIRE

BONDI HEARING A 
TENSE EXCHANGE
Attorney General Pam Bondi says she won’t ‘put up’ with attacks as 
lawmakers question her department’s handling of the Epstein files

Victims of convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein were asked to raise their hands if they had not been contacted by Attorney General Pam 
Bondi, foreground, as she testifies before a House Judiciary Committee hearing on Wednesday. ROBERTO SCHMIDT — AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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After months of working for the 
full release of the Jeffrey Epstein 
files, U.S. Rep. Ro Khanna is 
naming names he uncovered in 
the latest tranche of documents 
and demanding that anyone who 
visited the New York financier’s 
Caribbean island be hauled before 
Congress, including some of Sili-
con Valley’s tech elite, though 

without citing evidence of their 
wrongdoing.

Khanna, a Silicon Valley 
Democrat, stood on the House 
floor Tuesday and revealed the 
names of six powerful men he 
said were improperly blacked out 
from newly released case files on 
Epstein.

Khanna and Republican Rep. 
Thomas Massie of Kentucky, 
who co-authored a bipartisan 

Khanna reveals redacted Epstein file names
Silicon Valley Democrat IDs six men on 
list as he seeks more clarity and scrutiny 

U.S. Reps. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., left, and Ro Khanna, D-Santa Clara, 
seen Monday, accuse the Justice Department of withholding Epstein 
files material. ANDREW CABALLERO-REYNOLDS — GETTY IMAGES
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For San Jose Mayor Matt 
Mahan to compete as a late 
entrant in the race for Califor-

nia governor, political experts 
said he needed to raise money 
fast. And he did — pulling in 
$7 million in donations in his 
first week, with more than $2 
million coming from some 
of Silicon Valley’s wealthiest 
executives and investors.

New campaign filings 
show that $2.1 million of that 
haul came from 47 donors, 
many of them part of the 
tech industry’s billionaire 
and venture capital class. 
The early filings suggest 
Mahan is quickly emerg-
ing as a preferred candidate 
for deep-pocketed Silicon 
Valley leaders in a Demo-
cratic primary that could test 

voters’ growing skepticism 
toward corporate power and 
extreme wealth.

Mahan, a 43-year-old 
moderate Democrat and 
former tech entrepreneur, 
jumped into the race to 
succeed Gov. Gavin Newsom 
late last month. In a field 
without a clear front-runner, 
supporters in the tech sector 
praised the second-term 

mayor as an outsider to Sacra-
mento and a results-oriented 
leader focused on crime, 
homelessness and govern-
ment efficiency.

Nearly half of the contrib-
utors listed in the filings, 
released Tuesday, gave the 
maximum $78,400 allowed 
under state law for the elec-
tion cycle. They include 
Google co-founder Sergey 

Brin, Roblox CEO David 
Baszucki, billionaire real 
estate developer Rick Caruso 
and Y Combinator CEO Gary 
Tan.

Caruso called Mahan a 
“practically minded moder-
ate and a thoughtful leader 
brimming with innovative 
new ideas” in a statement 
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Tech titans and wealthy back Mahan campaign
47 deep-pocketed donors opened 
their wallets to the tune of $2.1M
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Hundreds of students, parents 
and community members rallied 
at the San Jose Unified School 
District office Tuesday evening to 
protest the potential closure of up 
to a third of its elementary schools.

The protests come as San Jose 
Unified announced three poten-
tial school closure options last week 
as part of the district’s “Schools of 
Tomorrow” initiative. Launched in 
the fall of 2025, the plan attempts to 
address years of declining enroll-
ment and loss of nearly 6,000 
students since 2017. The district’s 
school board is expected to vote on 
the closures by March 12.

Despite parents’ pleas to the 
group leading the initiative, the 
special committee on Tuesday did 
not sign off on any plan to entirely 
avoid closing campuses. Rather, it 
opted to change the options under 
consideration for school consol-
idation: dropping one proposal, 
combining two others and adding 
a new option that would require 
the student body of any closed 
campus to move as a cohort rather 
than splitting a school’s population 
among the remaining elementaries

Seth Reddy, the district’s chief 
business officer, said the issue of 
declining enrollment is not new 
for San Jose Unified School District.

“The problem is not new, this 
challenge is not new,” Reddy said. 
“Our board of education has been 
talking about this for years.”

Parents from elementary schools 
at risk of closure showed up in 
droves to support their neighbor-
hood campuses. They spoke before 
a committee of parents, district staff, 
school employees and educators, 
which will recommend to the board 
of education this spring a plan for 
school closures, consolidations or 
attendance boundary changes.

“I worry about what this could 
mean for the lower-income commu-
nities and our families,” said Lizeth 
Hernandez, a parent at Lowell 
Elementary School. “We are already 
facing a very difficult time. We’re 
struggling with different things, 
fear. … We coming out from COVID 
that our kids are barely stepping 
up academically, emotionally and 
mentally — these changes are now 
going to put our kids at risk to suffer 
more, coming into schools where 
they’re not welcome.”

More than 100 community 
members crowded the district’s 
meeting room, while at least 100 
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Parents 
rally to 
protest 
closures
Several elementary 
schools are in danger 
of being shuttered 
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