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The Transportation Authority of 
Marin has shuffled state funding to 
advance one project while another is 
postponed.

A $1.16 million award earmarked 
for the overhaul of Tamalpais Drive 
overcrossing in Corte Madera has 
been reallocated toward a utility relo-
cation and road improvement project 
in Novato. The Corte Madera project 
has been delayed.

The funding comes from the state’s 
Local Partnership Program, which is 
fed with Senate Bill 1 gas tax revenue.

The Corte Madera project isn’t 
being shortchanged, however. The 
board action on Dec. 8 commits the 
Transportation Authority of Marin to 
designate the next round of program 
funding toward the overcrossing.

“Preserving these funds is signifi-
cant because it maintains the project’s 
overall funding integrity and avoids a 
net loss of resources, which is critical 
to keeping the Tamalpais overcrossing 
financially viable and on track,” said 
Matt O’Donnell, a spokesperson for 
Caltrans. “Without this assurance, the 
project could have faced a meaningful 
funding shortfall and potential delays 
or scope reductions.”

In October, Caltrans postponed the 
overpass project because the reloca-
tion of a Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
transmission line was more extensive 

than anticipated. PG&E said it could 
take about 18 months to complete.

David Chan, director of program-
ming at the Transportation Author-

ity of Marin, said the money was 
earmarked for the project back in 

Agency funding shift will 
save overcrossing project
Corte Madera plan in line after Novato work completed

Traffic travels on Highway 101 north of Novato. State funding is being reallocated toward a utility relocation and road improvement 
project in Novato. ALAN DEP — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

Traffic heads east on the Tamalpais Drive overpass in Corte Madera. The 
overhaul of Tamalpais Drive overcrossing in Corte Madera has been delayed. 
SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL
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The Marin Housing Authority has sued a 
Marin City man for allegedly violating the 
terms of a below-market-rate home owner-
ship program agreement.

Warren Duane Jackson twice obtained 
loans secured by deeds of trust for a house 
that his mother Shirley Hall purchased 
in 1997 with a subsidy by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
according to the lawsuit in Marin Superior 
Court.

The loans violated the terms of the agree-
ment that Hall signed when she bought the 
home through the county’s below-market-
rate homeownership program.

The program, which is administered 
by the housing authority, is designed to 
increase the availability of affordable hous-
ing options for low- to moderate-income 
households by offering condominiums and 
townhomes for sale at below-market prices.

According to a statement that Jackson 
submitted to the court, his mother paid 
$81,000 for the 1,234-square-foot town-
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NEW YORK — By nearly any 
measure, 2025 has been a rough 
year for anyone concerned 
about freedom of the press.

It’s likely to be the deadli-
est year on record for journal-
ists and media workers. The 
number of assaults on report-
ers in the U.S. nearly equals the 
last three years combined. The 
president of the United States 
berates many who ask him 
questions, calling one woman 
“piggy.” And the ranks of those 

doing the job continues to thin.
It’s hard to think of a darker 

time for journalists. So say 
many, including Tim Richard-
son, a former Washington Post 
reporter and now program 
director for journalism and 
disinformation at PEN Amer-
ica. “It’s safe to say this assault 
on the press over the past year 
has probably been the most 
aggressive that we’ve seen in 
modern times.”

KILLINGS, ASSAULTS
Worldwide, the 126 media 

industry people killed in 2025 

by early December matched the 
number of deaths in all of 2024, 
according to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, and last 
year was a record-setter. Israel’s 
bombing of Gaza accounted for 
85 of those deaths, 82 of them 
Palestinians.

“It’s extremely concerning,” 
said Jodie Ginsberg, CEO of the 
Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists. “Unfortunately, it’s not 
just, of course, about the sheer 
numbers of journalists and 
media workers killed, it’s also 
about the failure to obtain 
justice or get accountability for 

those killings.
“What we know from 

decades of doing this work is 
that impunity breeds impunity,” 
she said. “So a failure to tackle 
journalists’ killings creates an 
environment where those kill-
ings continue.”

The committee estimates 
there are at least 323 journalists 
imprisoned worldwide.

None of those killed this year 
were from the United States. 
But the work on American 
soil has still been dangerous. 

2025 rough for journalists with no sign of improvement

Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth is in a battle with 
the press over his restrictive rules for coverage of the 
Pentagon. ERIC LEE — THE NEW YORK TIMES, FILE

Marin Housing Authority 
sues Marin City owner

By Ali Swenson
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK —Enhanced tax credits that 
have helped reduce the cost of health insur-
ance for the vast majority of Affordable Care 
Act enrollees expired overnight, cementing 
higher health costs for millions of Americans 
at the start of the new year. 

Democrats forced a 43-day government 
shutdown over the issue. Moderate Repub-
licans called for a solution to save their 2026 
political aspirations. President Donald Trump 
floated a way out, only to back off after conser-
vative backlash.

In the end, no one’s efforts were enough 
to save the subsidies before their expiration 
date. A House vote expected in January could 
offer another chance, but success is far from 
guaranteed.

The change affects a diverse cross-section 
of Americans who don’t get their health insur-
ance from an employer and don’t qualify for 
Medicaid or Medicare — a group that includes 
many self-employed workers, small business 

Millions facing 
big insurance 
hikes in 2026

Preserving these funds is significant because it maintains 
the project’s overall funding integrity and avoids a net loss 
of resources, which is critical to keeping the Tamalpais 
overcrossing financially viable and on track.
— MATT O’DONNELL, a spokesperson for Caltrans
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