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WhenLosAngelesMayor
KarenBassamplified the re-
sults last week of a favorable
political poll that turned out
to be fake, she was inadvert-
ently following in the foot-
steps of conservative De-
troit singerKidRock.

In 2017, as Rock — real
nameRobertRitchie—pub-
licly contemplated a run for
U.S. Senate in his home
state ofMichigan, he posted
onsocialmediatheresultsof
a poll conducted by a firm
calling itself Delphi Analyt-
ica that showed him leading
Democratic incumbent
DebbieStabenow.

But those results were
bogus. The people behind
Delphi Analytica took down
their website and refused to
be identified, telling a local
reporter: “Thanksagainand
gokid rock.”

Little is known about
who was responsible for a
poll supposedly conducted

by an outfit calling itselfMe-
dian Strategies showing
Bass with a wide lead in the
L.A. mayoral race over City
Councilmember Nithya Ra-
man.

The group told The
TimesonMondaythat itsre-
sultswere also fake.

But the episode has re-
vived questions about
whether political polling can
be trusted, particularly in
light of several recent high-
profile primary races in
which the polls seemed to
have gotten the results
wrong.

In the Michigan Demo-
cratic primary for the U.S.
Senate, a number of preelec-
tion polls showed prog-
ressive Abdul El-Sayed
holdingacommanding,dou-
ble-digit lead over Rep.
Haley Stevens (D-Mich.),
but on election night, El-
Sayed eked out a1-point vic-
tory.

In Wisconsin, numerous
polls showed progressive
state Rep. Francesca Hong
leading Milwaukee County
Executive David Crowley in
the Democratic primary for
governor. Crowley narrowly
defeated Hong in the pri-
mary.

Fake L.A. survey
deepens distrust
of political polls
The results touted by
Bass in mayoral race
come amid a wave of
incorrect predictions.

By Ben Wieder
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California voters are
more inclined to back pro-
gressives running for office
than mainstream Demo-
crats, a new poll found,
though a marked genera-
tional divide separates
thosewho favor each camp.

Registered Democratic
voters older than 65 were
overwhelmingly more in-
clined to support a candi-
date identified as a main-
stream Democrat, whereas
more voters under 40 fa-
vored those more aligned
with the party’s left wing, in-
cluding democratic social-
ists.

The results, from a poll
conducted by UCBerkeley’s
Institute of Governmental
Studies and co-sponsored
by The Times, illustrate the
highly visible midterm-sea-
son debates unfolding
withintheDemocraticParty
over age, ideology and the

party’s future.
“There’s particular frus-

tration among the younger
voting population,” IGSPoll
Director Mark DiCamillo
said. “Their views of main-
stream Democrats are not
that positive, and that’s a
long-term problem, I think,
for theDemocraticParty.”

The poll asked voters
about how they perceived
candidates described as a
progressive, democratic so-
cialist, mainstream Demo-
crat,RepublicanandMAGA
supporter. Voters were
asked whether each label
made themmore inclined or
less inclined to back a given
candidate, or whether they
believed therewasnotmuch
differenceorhadnoopinion.

Among all California vot-
ers,acandidatedescribedas
“progressive” drew the
broadest support— besting
both mainstream Demo-
crats and Republicans, as
well as democratic socialists
and members of President
Trump’sMAGAmovement.
At 40%, support for prog-
ressive candidates regis-
tered just 2 percentage
points above support for
democratic socialists and

A step to the left
Asked about each type of candidate, California voters
favored a progressive over other descriptions.
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California voters
favor progressives
They are split over
democratic socialists,
poll says. There’s also
a generational divide.

By Justine McDaniel
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WASHINGTON — The
only remaining U.S. aircraft
carrier patrolling the Pacific
departed Asia through Sin-
gapore last week en route to
the Middle East, marking
the latest step in a steady
drawdown of Americanmili-
tary assets across the re-
gion.

An armada of naval
forces, alongsideaconstella-
tion of air-defense and mis-
sile capabilities, hasbeen re-
moved from a theater the
Trump administration said
just last year would be the
battleground of the coming
century.

And now, President
Trump’s surprise decision
this week to curtail military
exercises with South Korea
has further fueled anxiety
acrossAsia,whereWashing-
ton’s closest allies fear vi-
olent consequences from a
vacuumofAmericanpower.

Trump said his decision
to withdraw U.S. participa-
tion from the annual mili-
tarydrillswasde-escalatory,
claiming they would need-
lesslyprovokeNorthKorea’s
dictator, Kim Jong Un, with
whom he has recently been
in touch.

ButhealsoblamedSeoul
for its decision to not take
part inhiswarwith Iran.

“I said, ‘Would you like to
give us a little hand?’ ”
Trump told reporters. “He
said, ‘No thanks,’ and I said,
‘Wait a minute — we have
39,000 soldiers over there,

THE U.S. is curtailing military drills with South Korea. Above, U.S. soldiers train in Yeoncheon on Tuesday.
Ahn Young-joon Associated Press

TRUMP’S
PULLBACK
ALARMS
ALLIES
IN ASIA
Drawdown of military
assets leaves vacuum
that China and North
Korea could exploit.

By Michael Wilner
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ABC went to court Tuesday in an at-
tempt to halt the Federal Communica-
tions Commission’s early review of its TV
licenses, alleging themove is anattackon
the broadcast outlet’s right to free
speech.

The Disney-owned network asked a
U.S. District Court to issue a temporary
restraining order to stop the FCC’s ac-
tion. The agency says it is investigating
ABC stations over whether the compa-
ny’s diversity and inclusionpolicies are in
violation of federal anti-discrimination
laws.

But the suit alleges that theFCC is re-
taliating against ABC due to President
Trump’s dissatisfaction with the net-
work’s coverage of his administration.
Trumphas frequently threatenedtohave
TV station licenses pulled when he be-
lieves he is treated unfairly on news and
talkprograms.

The suit is the latest escalation in the
ongoing battle between the FCC and the

broadcastTVindustry,which isstill regu-
lated by the agency despite its waning in-
fluence due to competition from stream-
ingand socialmediaplatforms.

Trump remains a heavy consumer of
traditional TV and, as the ABC suit
states, has frequently threatened to use
the government’s leverage in attempts to
intimidatenewsand talk-showoutletshe
deemsunfriendly.

In lateDecember, Trumpposted onX
that “IfNetworkNEWSCASTS, and their
Late Night Shows are almost 100% nega-
tive to President Donald J. Trump,
MAGA, and the Republican Party,
shouldn’t their very valuable Broadcast
Licensesbe terminated? I sayYES!”

Thesuitalleges theFCC“hasnotbeen
shy about openly coercing ABC into
changing its programming,” citing com-
ments made in the fall by FCC Chair
Brendan Carr about late-night host
Jimmy Kimmel’s remarks on the presi-
dent.

ABC alleges retaliation
in lawsuit against FCC

By Stephen Battaglio
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Network seeks to halt early TV license review

WASHINGTON — Fed-
eral regulators have given
preliminary approval for a
cryptocurrency venture tied
to President Trump and his
family to operate a digital-
asset bank, a decision that
has drawn immediate con-
demnation from Senate
Democrats who are now
pushing legislation to bar
suchanaction.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.), the top Demo-
crat on the Senate Banking
Committee, and nine other

Senate Democrats intro-
duced a bill Saturday that
would bar the president, the
vice president, their imme-
diate family members and
other senior government of-
ficials from owning or con-
trollingbanks.

The measure was pro-
posed a day after the Office
of the Comptroller of the
Currency — which is part of
the Trump administration
— granted conditional ap-
proval for World Liberty
Trust Co. to become a trust
bank. The firmwas founded
in 2024 by two of Trump’s
sons and the sons of Steve
Witkoff, theTrumpadminis-
tration’s special envoy to the
MiddleEast.

If the firm gets final ap-
proval, itwouldnot act like a
conventional bank and take
deposits or make loans. In-

stead, the chartered bank
would be able to issue and
manage cryptocurrencies
and digital assets. But the
move would grant new fi-
nancial powers to the
Trump family’s crypto busi-
ness, which was already
shown to be profitable for
thepresident inhis first year
back in theWhiteHouse.

Trump’s financial disclo-
sures show the president
has earned more than $1.2
billion from crypto-related
projects as he has pushed to
deregulate the digital-asset
industry. He hauled inmore
than $500 million from his
World Liberty Financial
business selling new crypto
products and is a significant
ownerof the firmthroughan
entity called DT Marks
DEFI, which holds about a

A crypto bank for the Trumps
Democrats condemn
‘brazen ... self-dealing’
in federal approval
and seek to block it.

By Ana Ceballos
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The Trump administra-
tion’s plan for dealing with
worsening water shortages
along the Colorado River is
encountering strongopposi-
tion from Arizona’s leaders,
who are warning they could
sue to challenge mandatory
watercutbacksthat theysay
wouldharmtheir state.

A legal fight could end up
before the U.S. Supreme
Court and further compli-
cate efforts by seven West-
ern states to agree onhow to
share water from the
shrinking river and its reser-
voirs, which have fallen to
record low levels.

Arizona laidout itsobjec-
tions inasharplyworded let-
ter to the federal govern-
ment last week. It said the
Trump administration’s 10-
year plan doesn’t adhere to
the Colorado River Com-
pact, the 1922 agreement

that originally divided the
water among the states.

“Arizona does not accept
a framework that gives the
federal government the dis-
cretion to select from awide
range of alternatives — in-
cluding catastrophic cuts …
every two years for the next
decade,” Arizona Depart-
mentofWaterResourcesDi-
rector TomBuschatzke said
in the letter.

The Trump administra-
tion’s plan, released July 31,
allows for drastic water cuts
if they’re deemed necessary,
potentially requiring the
three downstream states of
Arizona, Nevada and Cali-
fornia to cut up to 3 million
acre-feetper year—asmuch
as 40% of the combined al-
lotments.

For the next two years,
state officials say, the

Arizona objects to Colorado River plan
State warns it’s ready to fight
federally mandated water cuts

FLOWERS push through dry, cracked earth in a part
of Lake Powell in Utah that was formerly underwater.

Justin Sullivan Getty Images

By Ian James

[SeeRiver,A6]


