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The devastation from two massive
earthquakes that struck Venezuela on
Wednesdayoffersastarkwarning forCal-
ifornia and other seismically vulnerable
areasof thetoll thatcatastrophicshaking
canbring tourbanareas.

Itwill takedays toassess the full scope
of the damage; at least 188 people were
dead and nearly 1,500 were injured and
the numbers were expected to climb, the
Associated Press reported early Thurs-
day,withdozensofbuildingscollapsing in
the state of La Guaira, about 20 miles
north of Caracas, the capital. Videos
showhorrifying, but nowpredictable, im-
ages of entire blocks flattened and basic

infrastructure in shambles.
“This is one of the very damaging

earthquakes, because you combined a
very large eventwith residences of a lot of
people,” seismologist Lucy Jones, a Cal-
techresearchassociate, saidatabriefing.

The first images of the most severe
damage in Venezuela appear to involve
the collapse of “non-ductile concrete
buildings,” a type of construction that
also exists in California, according to
Maria Mohammed, president of the
Structural Engineers Assn. of Southern
California.

“Looking through the photos that
have been coming

Temblors’ devastating toll
offers lessons for California

ByRong-Gong Lin II
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WASHINGTON — Li-
censed gun owners have a
right to carry a concealed
firearmintostoresandother
private places unless the
owner objects, the Supreme
Court ruledThursday.

The 6-3 decision extends
gun rights and strikes down
laws in Hawaii, California,
New York, New Jersey and
Maryland.

Those measures would
have prohibited carrying
guns onto private property
that is open to thepublic un-
less the owner expressly au-
thorized them.

“This regime hobbles
what the 2nd Amendment
protects: the right of Ameri-
cans to carry arms for self-
defense as they go about
theirdaily lives.Weholdthat
the law is unconstitutional,”
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr.
said for the court.

The new lawswould have
imposed“severe restrictions
on thedaily activities of resi-
dents who have satisfied the
state’s rigorous require-
ments for the issuance of a
carry permit. When these
permit holders leave home
in the morning, ... they
may also be barred from en-
teringmanyplaces thatpeo-
ple routinely visit in the
course of their daily rou-
tines, such as gas stations,
convenience stores, restau-
rants, coffee shops, drug
stores, grocery stores, ‘big
box’ stores, home improve-
mentstores,barbershopsor
hair salons, dry cleaners,
and laundromats.”

The three liberals dis-
sented, saying the lawwould
have protected property
owners who didn’t want
guns in their stores.

“There is no constitu-
tional right to enter private
property without the own-
er’s permission, let alone
with a firearm,” Justice Ke-
tanjiBrownJackson said.

Trump administration
lawyers had joined a coali-
tion ofHawaii gun owners in
urging the court to strike
downthesebluestate lawsin
the case of Wolford vs.
Lopez.

They said the laws, if en-
forced, would mean “a per-
son carrying a handgun for
self-defense commits a
crime by entering a mall, a
gas station, a convenience
store, a supermarket, a
restaurant or a coffee shop.”

This litigation is part of
much broader debate over
where guns may be permit-
tedorprohibited.

Four years ago, the jus-
tices ruled that law-abiding
personshadaright toobtain
apermittocarryaconcealed
gunwhen they left home.

They also agreed there
are “sensitive places” where
guns may be prohibited,

RULING
REJECTS
STATE’S
LIMIT
ON GUNS
Supreme Court
upholds the right to
carry weapons into
stores, other venues.

By David G. Savage
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WASHINGTON — Asy-
lum seekers may be turned
away without a hearing at
the southern border, the
Supreme Court ruled
Thursday in a historic re-
treat from the promise of re-
lief for those who say they
are fleeingpersecution.

The justices split over
whether this was a simple
disputeover legalwordingor
a moral question involving
desperate families.

Siding with the Trump
administration, the court’s
conservatives said the Ref-
ugeeAct of1980offers a right
to seek asylum to migrants
who “arrive in the United
States” but not those who
are turned back when they
approach a border crossing
or aport of entry.

“This case presents a
straightforward question”
that turns on the word “in,”
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr.
said. “In ordinary speech, no
one would say that a person
‘arrives in’ a place — for ex-

ample, a house, a city, or a
country—before the person
enters thatplace.”

The liberal dissenters
agreed with immigration
rights lawyers who saw this
as a nonsensical reading of
the law.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor
said the asylum law arose
fromthe“internationalmor-
al reckoning that followed
the Holocaust and World
War II.”

She cited the infamous
voyageof theMSSt.Louis in
1939. More than 900 Jewish
refugees attempted to flee
persecution in Nazi Ger-
many by setting sail aboard
the ship, which was turned
away from Cuba and the
UnitedStates.

Most of the passengers
were returned to Europe,
and several hundred died in
theHolocaust, she said.

“Congress passed the
Refugee Act in 1980 because
it did not want this country
to repeat themistakes of its
past. Yet if the refugees on
the M.S. St. Louis were to
walk up to a port of entry on
our southern border today,
the majority’s interpreta-
tion would allow immigra-
tionofficers to refuse even to
consider their asylum appli-
cations by physically block-

Justices say U.S.
can block asylum
seekers at border
Ruling greatly limits
right to seek refuge.
Critics say it violates
intent of Congress.

By David G. Savage
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GOP senators
reverse course
After a war powers
resolution passes, a
second one fails
following a harangue by
Trump. NATION, A4

July 4 hazard for
Big Bear eaglets
A nonprofit wants the
city to cancel its plan
for fireworks to protect
the pair. CALIFORNIA, B1
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A POST-FIRE STENCH

Christina House Los Angeles Times

The blaze at a Boyle Heights cold storage ware-
house may be out, but debris piles and the smell
of rotting food are on the rise. CALIFORNIA, B1

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court ruled
Thursday that the Trump
administrationmay end the
Temporary Protected Stat-
us granted to more than
350,000 Haitians and Syr-
ians whose home countries
remainunsafe.

In a 6-3 decision, the
court’s conservative major-
ity said Congress gave the
administration, not judges,
the power to cancel or renew
this temporary protection
for noncitizens who are liv-
ing andworkinghere.

Justice Samuel A. Alito
Jr. said the law closes the
door to legal challenges
whentheadministrationde-
cides to cancel the tempo-
raryprotection.

It says that “there is no
judicial review of any deter-
minationof the [secretary of
HomelandSecurity]withre-
spect to the designation, or
termination or extension of
a designation,” he wrote for

the court. “This text is clear,
and its plainmeaning is very
broad.”

TPS holders have regis-
tered with the government
and passed background
checks to gain the protec-
tions.Many have been in the
country for decades and
have U.S. citizen children.
They now stand to lose their
jobs and could be detained
anddeported.

The court also ruled for
the Trump administration
Thursday in a separate im-
migration case, allowing the
government to turn away
asylumseekers at the south-
ernborder.

Although Thursday’s de-
cision on Temporary Pro-
tected Status dealt with
Haitians and Syrians, its ra-
tionale could affect up to 1.3
million noncitizens. Advo-
cates for immigrants swiftly
condemned thedecision.

“Today’s decision is un-
conscionable, egregious and
devastating,” said EmiMac-
Lean, senior staff attorney
for the ACLU of Northern
California, and will leave
those noncitizens “at the
mercy of the Trump admin-
istration’s cruel and lawless
deportationmachine.”

In1990, Congress author-
ized this emergency human-

Court won’t shield
Haitians, Syrians
Justices let Trump
end their legal status.
Noncitizens from
elsewhere also at risk.

By David G. Savage
and Andrea Castillo
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Signaling a possible mis-
trial, a federal jury hearing
the arson case against Jona-
than Rinderknecht, a 30-
year-old former Uber driver
accused of setting what
would become the deadliest
wildfire in Los Angeles his-
tory, said Thursday that it
was unable to come to a
unanimous verdict after
more than 13 hours of delib-
erations.

The jury sent a note at
2:30 p.m. to U.S. District
Judge Anne Hwang, who
read it aloud, suggesting the
panelwasdeadlocked.

“We have people on both

sides that are deadset,” the
note read.

After discussions with
defense attorneys and pros-
ecutors,Hwangsentthe jury
back a note saying: “Is there
anything the court can do to
assist in the jury’s deliber-
ations? For example, would
an additional instruction or
the rereading of any testi-
monyhelp in the jury’sdelib-
eration. Do not disclose the
vote count in responding.”

The jury responded that
nothing would help. “Unfor-
tunately we cannot reach a
unanimous verdict,” they
wrote in a subsequent note
read byHwang shortly after
3:20p.m.

Jury reaches impasse in Palisades fire trial

[See Palisades,A8]

By Brittny Mejia

ANDREW GRINSFELDER, 18, works to save his
mother’s Pacific Palisades home from the 2025 blaze.

GenaroMolina Los Angeles Times

Rescue workers and civilians scram-
bled to pull survivors from the rubble
Thursday as Venezuela struggled to re-
cover fromapairofearthquakesthat top-
pled scores of buildings, leaving at least
188peopledeadandthousandshomeless,
resulting inwidespreadpanic.

Thecasualtynumbersseemedcertain
to rise as officials reported that more
than 200 people were trapped in debris
andat least157weremissing.

Many Venezuelans were combing
throughwreckage insearchof lovedones,
while others turned to social media in an
effort to find relatives and friends who
hadvanished in thedisaster.

“We don’t know anything about what
happened to him and are desperate,”
DeniseCasiquewroteonFacebook, seek-
inghelp to findamissing friend. “If you’ve
seenhim,please send information.”

Themainairport servingCaracas, the
capital, shut down after it was heavily
damaged, delaying the entry of aid crews
fromtheUnitedStates,Mexicoandother
nations thathave vowed tohelp.

“We are in a race against time to res-
cue” people trapped in the rubble, Jorge
Rodríguez, president of the National As-
sembly, said in amessage to thenation.

The double quakes — with magni-
tudes of 7.2 and 7.5

A WOMAN, top, walks by a damaged building in the hard-hit coastal city of
La Guaira. Above, patients were evacuated from a hospital in Catia LaMar.
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Venezuela races to find
earthquake survivors

ByMeryMogollón andPatrick J.McDonnell
reporting from caracas, venezuela
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Powerful one-two punch flattens buildings and
kills scores. Airport damage delays foreign aid.


