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The Los Angeles County
district attorney is investi-
gating whether Southern
California Edison should be
criminally prosecuted for its
actions in last year’s devas-
tating Eaton wildfire, which
killed 19 people and left
thousands of families home-
less, the company said.

Pedro Pizarro, chief exe-
cutive of Edison Interna-
tional, told Wall Street ana-
lysts during an afternoon
conference call Wednesday
that the company was coop-
erating with the district at-
torney’s office. He said he
didn’t know the magnitude
of the investigation.

The company said in its
annual 10-K report, which
was released thatday, that it
“couldbesubject tomaterial
fines, penalties, or restitu-
tion” if the investigation “de-
termined that it failed to
comply with applicable laws

and regulations.”
“SCE is not aware of any

basis for felony liability with
regards to the Eaton Fire,”
the report said. “Any fines
and penalties incurred in
connection with the Eaton
Fire will not be recoverable
from insurance, from the
Wildfire Fund, or through
electric rates.”

Thedistrict attorney’s of-
fice declined to comment.

The investigation into
the fire, which destroyed a
wide swath of Altadena, has
not yet been released. Pi-
zarro has said that a leading
theory of the fire’s cause is
that a century-old transmis-
sion line in Eaton Canyon,
whichhadnot carriedpower
for 50 years, somehow re-
energized and sparked the
fire.

Edison executives have
said they didn’t remove the
line because they believed it
wouldbeused in the future.

Company executives
knew idle transmission lines
couldsparkwildfires. In2019,
investigatorstracedtheKin-
cade fire in SonomaCounty,
which destroyed 374 homes
and other structures, to a
transmission line owned by

FIREFIGHTERS work Jan. 8, 2025, to save an Altadena house amid the Eaton fire. It left thousands homeless.
Jason Armond Los Angeles Times

D.A. assesses
criminal charges
against Edison
in Eaton blaze
Company, which says
old transmission line
may have sparked fire,
says it’s cooperating.

By Melody Petersen
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A long-awaited set of re-
ports on how to build a fire-
resilient Pacific Palisades,
commissioned by Los Ange-
lescityofficials for$5million,
found that much of the hilly
enclave remains out of com-
pliance with standards for
evacuating during a disas-
ter.

The reports, by the city
and the global infrastruc-
ture firm AECOM, also rec-
ommended that the city
complete significant brush
clearance work, bolster its
water systemandmoveelec-
tricalwires underground.

All of the recommenda-
tions are frequent asks from
Palisades residents. Many
have already been discussed

at lengthby independentex-
perts. They will inform the
city’s Long-Term Recovery
Plan for rebuilding infra-
structure and improving
wildfire resilience after the
Palisades fire killed 12 peo-
ple and destroyed thou-
sands of homes in January
2025.

The reports outlined
nearly a billion dollars in
infrastructure projects
through 2033, including
more than $650 million for
electrical undergrounding
and $150 million for water
systemrepairs.

“Full recovery is a long-
term, multi-year effort that
requires sustained coordi-
nation—and itmust contin-
ue to be community-led,”
MayorKarenBasswrote ina
Tuesday newsletter to Pali-
sades residents that in-

Palisades fire reports
list nearly $1 billion in
infrastructure needs
By Noah Haggerty,
Noah Goldberg
and Ian James
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DUBAI — Iran held an-
nualmilitarydrillswithRus-
sia on Thursday as a second
American aircraft carrier
drew closer to the Middle
East, with both the United
States and Iran signaling
they are prepared for war if
talks on Tehran’s nuclear
program fizzle out.

President Trump said he
believes 10 to 15 days is
“enough time” for Iran to
reach a deal. But the talks
have been deadlocked for
years, and Iran has refused
to discuss wider U.S. and Is-
raeli demands that it scale
back its missile program
and sever ties to armed
groups. Indirecttalksheld in
recent weeksmade little vis-
ible progress, and one or
both sides could be buying
time for final war prepara-
tions.

Iran’s theocracy is more
vulnerable than ever after 12
days of Israeli and U.S.
strikes on its nuclear sites
andmilitary lastyear, aswell
asmass protests in January
that were violently sup-
pressed. But it is still capa-
bleof striking Israel andU.S.
bases in the region and has
warned that any attack
would trigger a regionalwar.

Iran thisweek launcheda
drill that involved live fire in
the Strait of Hormuz, the
narrow opening of the Per-
sian Gulf through which a
fifth of the world’s traded oil
passes.

Tensions are also rising
insideIranasmournershold
ceremonies honoring slain
protesters40daysafter their
killing by security forces.
Some gatherings have seen
antigovernment chants de-

U.S.,
Iran talk
while
rattling
sabers
Trump says Tehran
has 10 to 15 days to
make nuclear deal, or
‘bad things happen.’

By Jon Gambrell
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For anyone who has stood freezing
in an endless lift line at a ski resort, or
flinched as some out-of-control “rad
Brad” whooshes by like a Red Bull-and-
vodka-fueled missile, the allure of back-
country skiingneedsno explanation.

Out there, far from the madding
crowd, it canbe just youandyour friends,
gliding through acres of untracked pow-
der, surrounded by silent, untamed
wilderness.

Undoubtedly, that was part of the
draw for the15people— fourprofessional
guides and their11clients—whowent for
a Presidents Day weekend adventure in
the remote slopes north of Lake Tahoe,
only to become victims of the deadliest
avalanche inmodernCaliforniahistory.

After two days in the backcountry,
theywerestrugglinghomethroughabliz-
zard on Tuesday morning when an ava-
lanche that authorities said was the size
of a football field swooped down and
killed eight of them. Another is still miss-
ing andpresumeddead.

As soon as the skiers were reported
missing, and before the enormousness of

their loss was confirmed, rescuers, other
professional ski guidesandendless social
media commenters started asking why
they had ventured out when they knew a
huge stormwason theway.

There are indications it was not the
first time the guide service, Blackbird
Mountain Guides, chose to take clients
out in a storm.

An undated five-star review on their
website for the trip to theFrogLakeHuts
—where the avalanche victims stayed—
reads: “Despite the tough weather and
significant avalanche conditions, they
kept the tour safe, fun and exhilarating. I
now believe storm skiingmay be the best
way to go!”

Thecompanyhasnot respondedtoan
email requesting comment.

Dave Miller, owner of International
Alpine Guides in June Lake, which also
guides backcountry skiing trips to the
FrogLakeHuts, said stormskiing isn’t as
shockingas itmightsoundtoalayperson.

It’s something “backcountry skiers do
all the time, just like resort skiers do,” he

The pleasures and perils of
a glide into untracked snow
A backcountry guide says storm skiing isn’t as
shocking as it might sound to a layperson

By Jack Dolan
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I
t hadbeen647days
sinceAmani Imran left
herhome, and shehad
felt every single oneof
them.

Sowhen the call cameat
10p.m. tellingher shewas
finally leavingEgypt and
returning toGaza thenext
day, shedidn’t thinkabout
thehouse thatwasde-
stroyed in Israel’s onslaught
on the enclave, orworry
about the lackof food,water
or electricity, or fear the
Israeli bombardment that
remains adaily threatde-
spite the ceasefire between
Israel andHamas.

Instead, Imran, 57, told
herhusband, 63-year-old
Adel, andher youngest
daughter,Duaa,16, to get
ready.

COLUMN ONE

A grueling homecoming to Gaza
Delays, checkpoints and seizures
mark family’s journey from Egypt

PALESTINIANS who returned to Gaza through the
Rafah crossing arrive at a hospital in Khan Yunis.

Abdallah F.s. Alattar Anadolu

By Nabih Bulos
reporting from
khan yunis, gaza strip
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The U.S. Department of
Justice is seeking to join a
federal lawsuit accusing the
Los Angeles school district
of discriminating against
white students.

At issue is a long-running

effort to help disadvantaged
students of color in Los An-
geles by providing some-
what smaller classes to the
vast majority of schools —
leaving out campuses with
larger numbers of white stu-
dents.

The lawsuit, filed in fed-
eral court in January by1776
Project Foundation, targets
a decades-old effort to com-
bat theharmsofsegregation
without requiring families to
attend integrated schools.

Thenation’s second-larg-
estschooldistrict isacting il-

legally under both the Cali-
fornia and the federal Con-
stitution, the suit alleges.

The Justice Department
agrees and wants to partici-
pate in the litigation be-
cause “theUnitedStatesAt-
torneyGeneralhas reviewed
this action and determined
it is a case of general public
importance,” according to
the court petition filed
Wednesday.

“This casewill provide re-
lief to the Plaintiff ’s mem-
bers but will also relieve the
entire LAUSD student

population of the ‘injury’ of
‘being forced to compete in a
race-based system thatmay
prejudice the(m).’ ”

Assistant Atty. Gen.
Harmeet K. Dhillon of the
department’s Civil Rights
Division was among several
Trump administration offi-
cials who commented in a
news release.

“LosAngelesCounty stu-
dents shouldneverbeclassi-
fiedor treateddifferentlybe-
cause of their race. Yet this
school district is doing ex-

Feds allege bias against white pupils in LAUSD
Justice Department
wants to join a lawsuit
challenging efforts to
help students of color.

By Howard Blume
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Former Prince
Andrew arrested
Extraordinary move
against British king’s
brother is related to his
trade envoy role and
Epstein ties.WORLD, A2

Pressure mounts
onWasserman
More politicians call on
the chair of the LA28
Olympic committee to
resign. CALIFORNIA, B1

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.Weather

Cool and partly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 61/43.B5
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A GOLDEN SMILE
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Alysa Liu of the U.S. bites on her gold medal in
women’s figure skating after delivering a scin-
tillating free program full of joy. SPORTS, D1
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