
Cheryl Rex, second from left, mother of late Marine Lance Cpl. Dylan R. Merola, who died in Afghanistan in 2021,
joins future son-in-law Luke Cervantes, left, and daughter Olivia at the unveiling of the Gold Star Families Memorial
Monument at Central Park in Rancho Cucamonga on Monday.  WILL LESTER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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MEMORIAL DAY

Inland Empire
honors the fallen

New monument
dedicated to Gold Star
families in Rancho
Cucamonga

Communities throughout the
Inland Empire gathered Monday to
honor U.S. military veterans who died
serving their country.

From monument dedications to
wreath-laying ceremonies to
motorcycle rides, area residents
gathered to honor those who made
the ultimate sacrifice.

In Rancho Cucamonga, a Gold Star
Memorial Monument was unveiled
Monday at Central Park, 11200 Base
Line Road. The new city landmark
is “dedicated to fallen service
members and their families.”

Under a giant
American flag,
motorcyclists
begin the West
Coast Memorial
Day Motorcycle
Ride in Riverside
on Monday. It’s
not “just a ride,
it’s a salute to
those who gave
everything,” the
West Coast
Thunder
website says.
PHOTO BY NICK
KOON

By Kim Guimarin
KGUIMARIN@SCNG.COM

The candidates for San Bernardino County Sheriff —
the challenger, former Sgt. Joe Silva, and the incumbent,
Shannon Dicus — want voters
in the June 2 election to con-
sider their assertions about
morale, spending and experi-
ence when ballots are cast.

Silva, 61, is an Air Force
veteran who worked for the
Sheriff’s Department for 29
years, supervising by his esti-
mate 400 deputies in his career.

Dicus, 59, is an Army veteran
with 34 years in law enforce-
ment and was undersheriff when he was appointed to
succeed retiring Sheriff John McMahon in 2021. Dicus

See  on Page A6SHERIFF

San Bernardino County
sheriff's challenger Joe
Silva 'all about people
and community'. 
Shannon Dicus is at
home on the range and
leading San Bernardino
County Sheriff's
Department. 
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SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

Candidates for
sheriff focus
on spending,
morale, skills
By Brian Rokos
BROKOS@SCNG.COM

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump said
Monday that any agreement to end the Iran war should
include a requirement for several additional countries,
including Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, to join the Abraham
Accords, the U.S.-brokered agreements from Trump’s
first term aimed at normalizing relations with Israel.

Trump said in a social media post that negotiations

See  on Page A5IRAN

MIDDLE EAST WAR

Trump links
Abraham
Accords to
Iran deal
Several countries should sign on to
normalizing Israel relations, he says
By Lindsay Whitehurst and Munir Ahmed
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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World Central Kitchen among

those aiding evacuees. 
 

Lawsuit against aerospace com-
pany alleges negligence in chemical

storage. dailybulletin.com

A9

GARDEN GROVE

Officials: Massive explosion avoided

A crack inside a malfunctioning
chemical tank at a Garden Grove
aerospace plant is indeed reducing
pressure inside the container, crews
have confirmed, leading fire officials
to say they have avoided the most
catastrophic threat — a massive
explosion.

Data collected from an “all-night
mission” by fire crews determined
that the threat of a highly
destructive blast known as a “boiling
liquid expanding vapor explosion,”
or “BLEVE,” has been eliminated,
interim Orange County Fire
Authority Chief TJ McGovern
announced in a Monday morning
video update.

“The crack is there,” Division
Chief Craig Covey added. “We had
identified it is there, and the tank
has released its pressure.”

After days of often dire warnings
by fire officials and experts, the
announcement was the most
optimistic update yet by those
working to head off a potential
disaster. A boiling liquid expanding
vapor explosion, which would have

likely caused massive damage and
released a toxic chemical plume into
the air, occurs when a sealed,
pressurized container holding a
liquid chemical ruptures.

“The threat of a BLEVE is off the
table,” McGovern said. “That threat
has been eliminated.”

The crisis is not fully averted,
authorities cautioned. The possi-
bility of a lesser explosion or a leak

All-night operation
confirms that a crack
in chemical tank is
relieving pressure
By Sean Emery, Rachel Fobar,
Todd Harmonson, 
and Brian Rokos

STAFF WRITERS

A pressurized tank filled with methyl methacrylate is sprayed with
water at GKN Aerospace in Garden Grove on Saturday. Crews have
confirmed a crack in the tank. JEFF GRITCHEN  — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Talk about a baptism by fire.
The Amazon Disaster Relief

California Wildfire Hub, based in
an Inland Empire warehouse,
opened less than six months before
the January 2025 Eaton and
Palisades fires killed 31 and
destroyed thousands of homes in
Southern California.

Helping Eaton and Palisades
victims fell in the wheelhouse of
the hub, one of two in the U.S. —
the other one is in Atlanta — and
15 worldwide that have helped the
megaretailer since 2017 donate
more than 26 million relief items
to more than 200 disaster sites
around the globe.

But the fires’ scale, and the relief
gaps they revealed, gave Amazon
valuable lessons in how to help

when disaster strikes, something
expected to happen more often as
climate change sets the stage for
more California wildfires.

“The Eaton and Palisades fires
showed us how severe and rav-
aging fires can now be on the West
Coast or anywhere in the world,”
Bettina Stix, founder of Amazon’s

See  on Page A5AMAZON

INLAND EMPIRE

Amazon launched disaster relief hub, then came fires
Amazon disaster relief
founder Bettina Stix is
seen Wednesday with
a pallet of emergency
supplies at Amazon's
Disaster Relief
California Wildfire Hub
in Beaumont.
WILL LESTER — STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER

Beaumont hub, 1 of 15 in world, learned a lot from Eaton, Palisades blazes
By Jeff Horseman

JHORSEMAN@SCNG.COM
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CAIRO — Israel’s Cabinet has 
approved the “outline” of a deal to 
release hostages held by Hamas, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s office said early Friday, as top 
Israeli officials debated a tenta-
tive deal to pause the devastating 
two-year war with Hamas.

The approval is a key step in 
implementing a ceasefire and the 
exchange of hostages for Pales-
tinian prisoners brokered by U.S. 
President Donald Trump. The brief 
statement focused on the hostage 
release and made no mention of 
the other parts of Trump’s plan for 
ending the war.

MIDDLE EAST WAR

Israelis jubilant over 
hostage release deal 

Palestinians more muted at prospect of starting anew in ravaged Gaza Strip 

By Madison Hart
MHART@SCNG .COM

Nearly 50 residents and 
community leaders gathered in 
Norco on Thursday morning to 
continue their decade-long fight 
to bury electrical lines that will 
traverse the city to help shore up 
power grid connections in nearby 

Riverside.
Residents met up at the Ingalls 

Event Center before joining a 
caravan to the California Public 
Utilities Commission meeting in 
Bellflower to advocate for bury-
ing the lines for the Riverside 
Transmission Reliability Project, 
a joint project between Riverside 
and Southern California Edison.

Pointing to a recent U.S. 
Department of Justice lawsuit 
against Edison for its alleged 
role in the deadly Eaton fire 
that ravaged Altadena, Norco 
residents say they have serious 
concerns about fire safety and 
want to see the power lines for 

NORCO

Locals push to bury power lines
Residents back undergrounding Riverside project amid fire safety concerns

By Teresa Liu
TLIU@SCNG .COM

In a major education announce-
ment Thursday, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom revealed that California’s 
K-12 students achieved significant 
gains in statewide test scores and 
signed a new literacy bill aimed to 
further bolster reading achieve-
ment across the state.

At a news conference at Alexander Science Center 
Elementary School in Los Angeles, Newsom was 
joined by Los Angeles Unified School District Super-
intendent Alberto Carvalho, members of the LAUSD 
Board of Education and education advocates. He 
credited the test-score gains to years of investment 
in programs like transitional kindergarten, expanded 
after-school programs, universal meals that provide 
free food to all students and literacy support, even 
during challenging budget years.

CALIFORNIA

School 
test 
scores 
are up
Governor says gains are seen 
across K-12 in reading, math as 
he signs literacy reform bill

By Nathaniel Percy
NPERCY@SCNG .COM

A 29-year-old Central Florida man 
accused of setting what eventually turned 
into the devastating Palisades fire was 
described as a loner with a “despondent 
view of the world” who lived paycheck to 
paycheck by driving for Uber and Door-
Dash.

Jonathan Rinderknecht moved in with 
family members in Florida months after he 
allegedly set the Lachman fire in the Pacific 

Palisades using “an open 
flame,” requiring firefight-
ers to spend hours putting 
it out on Jan. 1, where it 
continued smoldering 
underground until fierce 
winds reignited the blaze 

on Jan. 7, federal authori-
ties have said.

Around the time he set the fire, Rinder-
knecht was apparently falling out with 

Profile emerges of Florida man accused of causing 
blaze: Despondent loner with fascination for flames

By Cristóbal Reyes
ORLANDO SENTINEL

Prosecutors said Thursday that the man 
accused of igniting a deadly fire in Los Ange-
les could face the death penalty as a federal 
judge in Orlando ruled he will remain jailed 
ahead of trial.

For now, Jonathan Rinderknecht, a 
29-year-old Florida resident, is accused 
only of property destruction by means of 
fire for setting the Pacific Palisades blaze 
that killed 12 people and destroyed dozens 

of homes across thousands of acres of land. 
That crime carries up to 20 years in federal 
prison.

Prosecutors and defense attorneys spent 
more than an hour Thursday morning on 
arguments that emphasized Rinderknecht’s 
precarious mental state, the evidence that 
connects him to the fire, and threats he 
allegedly made against family members. 
Afterward, Magistrate Judge Nathan 
Hill said that while there is no “clear and 

JANUARY FIRES

Suspect Jonathan Rinderknecht appears in Orlando 
court; judge rules he will remain in jail ahead of trial 

Death penalty looms in Palisades case    

Tyler Glasnow was the starting pitcher for the 
Dodgers as they attempt to beat Philadelphia and 
advance to the NL Championship Series. For a full 
report on Game 4, see dailybulletin.com

Dodgers face Phillies in 
crucial NLDS Game 4

Rinderknecht

See SUSPECT on Page A6

Shohei Ohtani of 
the Dodgers flies 
out during the first 
inning of Game 
4 of the National 
League Division 
Series against the 
Philadelphia Phillies 
on Thursday at 
Dodger Stadium .   
JAE C. HONG — AP

Norco residents 
gather Thursday 
in Bellflower 
to advocate 
for burying  
electrical lines 
for the Riverside 
Transmission 
Reliability 
Project, a joint 
project between 
Riverside and 
Southern 
California Edison .   
MADISON HART   
STAFF

See LINES on Page A6

Thousands celebrate at Hostages Square in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, following the announcement of the Gaza hostage deal . 
Israel and Palestinian factions’ agreement is a major step toward ending the war . JOHN WESSELS — AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

See DEAL on Page A5

See FIRE on Page A6

Newsom

See LITERACY on Page A7

Displaced Palestinians watch smoke rise after Israeli military strikes as they gather on 
the coastal road near Wadi Gaza, in the central Gaza Strip, on Thursday .   
ABDEL KAREEM HANA — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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CAIRO — Israel’s Cabinet has 
approved the “outline” of a deal to 
release hostages held by Hamas, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s office said early Friday, as top 
Israeli officials debated a tenta-
tive deal to pause the devastating 
two-year war with Hamas.

The approval is a key step in 
implementing a ceasefire and the 
exchange of hostages for Pales-
tinian prisoners brokered by U.S. 
President Donald Trump. The brief 
statement focused on the hostage 
release and made no mention of 
the other parts of Trump’s plan for 
ending the war.
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Nearly 50 residents and 
community leaders gathered in 
Norco on Thursday morning to 
continue their decade-long fight 
to bury electrical lines that will 
traverse the city to help shore up 
power grid connections in nearby 

Riverside.
Residents met up at the Ingalls 

Event Center before joining a 
caravan to the California Public 
Utilities Commission meeting in 
Bellflower to advocate for bury-
ing the lines for the Riverside 
Transmission Reliability Project, 
a joint project between Riverside 
and Southern California Edison.

Pointing to a recent U.S. 
Department of Justice lawsuit 
against Edison for its alleged 
role in the deadly Eaton fire 
that ravaged Altadena, Norco 
residents say they have serious 
concerns about fire safety and 
want to see the power lines for 

NORCO

Locals push to bury power lines
Residents back undergrounding Riverside project amid fire safety concerns
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In a major education announce-
ment Thursday, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom revealed that California’s 
K-12 students achieved significant 
gains in statewide test scores and 
signed a new literacy bill aimed to 
further bolster reading achieve-
ment across the state.

At a news conference at Alexander Science Center 
Elementary School in Los Angeles, Newsom was 
joined by Los Angeles Unified School District Super-
intendent Alberto Carvalho, members of the LAUSD 
Board of Education and education advocates. He 
credited the test-score gains to years of investment 
in programs like transitional kindergarten, expanded 
after-school programs, universal meals that provide 
free food to all students and literacy support, even 
during challenging budget years.
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School 
test 
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Governor says gains are seen 
across K-12 in reading, math as 
he signs literacy reform bill
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A 29-year-old Central Florida man 
accused of setting what eventually turned 
into the devastating Palisades fire was 
described as a loner with a “despondent 
view of the world” who lived paycheck to 
paycheck by driving for Uber and Door-
Dash.

Jonathan Rinderknecht moved in with 
family members in Florida months after he 
allegedly set the Lachman fire in the Pacific 

Palisades using “an open 
flame,” requiring firefight-
ers to spend hours putting 
it out on Jan. 1, where it 
continued smoldering 
underground until fierce 
winds reignited the blaze 

on Jan. 7, federal authori-
ties have said.

Around the time he set the fire, Rinder-
knecht was apparently falling out with 

Profile emerges of Florida man accused of causing 
blaze: Despondent loner with fascination for flames

By Cristóbal Reyes
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Prosecutors said Thursday that the man 
accused of igniting a deadly fire in Los Ange-
les could face the death penalty as a federal 
judge in Orlando ruled he will remain jailed 
ahead of trial.

For now, Jonathan Rinderknecht, a 
29-year-old Florida resident, is accused 
only of property destruction by means of 
fire for setting the Pacific Palisades blaze 
that killed 12 people and destroyed dozens 

of homes across thousands of acres of land. 
That crime carries up to 20 years in federal 
prison.

Prosecutors and defense attorneys spent 
more than an hour Thursday morning on 
arguments that emphasized Rinderknecht’s 
precarious mental state, the evidence that 
connects him to the fire, and threats he 
allegedly made against family members. 
Afterward, Magistrate Judge Nathan 
Hill said that while there is no “clear and 
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Suspect Jonathan Rinderknecht appears in Orlando 
court; judge rules he will remain in jail ahead of trial 

Death penalty looms in Palisades case    
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Thousands celebrate at Hostages Square in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, following the announcement of the Gaza hostage deal . 
Israel and Palestinian factions’ agreement is a major step toward ending the war . JOHN WESSELS — AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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Displaced Palestinians watch smoke rise after Israeli military strikes as they gather on 
the coastal road near Wadi Gaza, in the central Gaza Strip, on Thursday .   
ABDEL KAREEM HANA — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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K-12 students achieved significant 
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At a news conference at Alexander Science Center 
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view of the world” who lived paycheck to 
paycheck by driving for Uber and Door-
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Jonathan Rinderknecht moved in with 
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allegedly set the Lachman fire in the Pacific 
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flame,” requiring firefight-
ers to spend hours putting 
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Prosecutors said Thursday that the man 
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judge in Orlando ruled he will remain jailed 
ahead of trial.
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only of property destruction by means of 
fire for setting the Pacific Palisades blaze 
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more than an hour Thursday morning on 
arguments that emphasized Rinderknecht’s 
precarious mental state, the evidence that 
connects him to the fire, and threats he 
allegedly made against family members. 
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Displaced Palestinians watch smoke rise after Israeli military strikes as they gather on 
the coastal road near Wadi Gaza, in the central Gaza Strip, on Thursday .   
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