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By Ken McCanless
KMCCANLESS@TIMES-
STANDARD.COM

Around 100 people gathered
Saturday morning at the site of
Amazon’s proposed distribution
center in McKinleyville, many
carrying signs. Organizers put
together informational boards
affixed to the side of trucks for
people to learn about objections
towhat the developmentwould
mean for the community. “Job
Fallacy”and“HealthandHuman
Impact”boardshighlightedsome
ofwhattheyfearedwouldcometo
pass if theprojectwasapproved.

Thegatheringofabout100was

billedas a “communitywalk”but
largelyofferedthechancetoshare
sentiments about the proposal
among community members
with visual displays and song,
withmusiciansonsiteandactivist
JamesZeller,wholedthegroupin
singingananti-Amazon,anti-de-
velopment anthem midway
through theevent.

EventorganizerSusanEdwards
loves the area where Amazon
proposes to build the distribu-
tioncenter.

“Iwalkhereat least threetimes
aweekwithmy dogs, and I love
the land personally,” she said.

MCKINLEYVILLE

‘THIS PLACE IS
ALREADYBEINGUSED’

Activist and musician James Zeller leads the crowd in song. Around 100 people attended a protest and community walk in McKinleyville at
the site of the proposed last-mile Amazon distribution center. PHOTOS BY KEN MCCANLESS — THE TIMES-STANDARD

Participants in the protest, some with anti-Amazon shirts, stand
together on Saturday. Co-organizer Susan Edwards is at center with
Judy Sears second from left.

By Robert Schaulis
RSCHAULIS@TIMES-STANDARD.
COM

Lastweek, theUniversityofCali-
fornia,SantaBarbara’sCommunity
LaborCenter andThe2035 Initia-
tive released a public opinion poll
titled “Offshore Wind Energy on
California’s Central Coast: Local
Opinions andPriorities.”That poll
surveyed 2,316 adult residents in
Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San
LuisObispo—communities imme-
diately offshore of theMorro Bay
Wind Energy Area — and found
broad support for offshore wind
development and implicit agree-
ment about potential community
benefitsoffshorewinddevelopment
mightbring to the region.

That poll also confirmed what
research along the North Coast,
and throughout theUnited States,
published last year found to be the
case;muchofthepublic,eveninthe
tri-countycoastalareaimmediately
off the Morro Bay Wind Energy

CALIFORNIA

Poll: Coastal
areas
support
offshore
wind power
Thoughmany report
little knowledge,
development is popular
in communities near
offshore lease areas

By Maranda Vargas
MVARGAS@TIMES-STANDARD.
COM

Good News Rescue Mission
launched a new Eureka office to
helppeopleexperiencinghomeless-
ness navigate housing options and
receiveongoingcasemanagement,
buildingonthemodeltheorganiza-
tionuses inRedding.

Theoffice,whichlaunchedabout
twoandahalfmonthsago, isstaffed
by a four-person community care
teamthatconductsstreetoutreach,
meets with people in encamp-
ments, and helps clients navigate
services across a variety of local
organizations. The team accepts

EUREKA

New rescue
mission
focused on
outreach

By Jeff Mcmurray
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Even as automated vehicles
such as robotaxis grow more
prevalent in theU.S., almostevery
mass transit systemstill requires
a driver or operator on board.
Twomajor cities are seeking to

change that.
Officials inWashington, D.C.,

recently advanced a plan that
could let computers fully control
oneof its subways,andLosAnge-
les is seeking to build a new,
completelyautomatedline.Hono-
lulualreadyhasone.

TheWashington and LA proj-

ects, which would take years to
implement and still face finan-
cial and technical hurdles, come
amid an already fierce debate
over the safety risks and benefits
of automated trains andwhether
the substantial upfront expense
isworth the long-termsavings in
laborcosts.

Supporters call the push long
overdue, pointingout thatAmer-
ican cities lag far behind numer-
ous places across theworld that
rununattended subways,metros
orbuses, includingseveralcities in
EuropeandAsia, aswell asmajor

SomeUS transit systemsweighwhether to
run trainswithout a human at the controls

Around 100 gather to protest
proposed Amazon facility

By Ruth Schneider
RSCHNEIDER@TIMES-STANDARD.
COM

After the California Coastal
Commission approved a coastal
development permit to allow the
county to shore up issues along

Centerville Road, the county
appears to be looking at adifferent
path. On Tuesday, the Humboldt
County Board of Supervisors will
be asked to consider whether the
“proposed project to repair the
Centerville Road storm damage
siteat theexisting location isnot in

thepublicinterestandnotaprudent
useofpublic funds,” thestaffreport
for themeeting states.

Insteadofproceedingwithwhat
couldbecostlyrepairs—estimated
bythecountytoexceed$4.8million
— the supervisorsmight consider
shiftingCentervilleRoad inland.

“The cost for relocating the
affectedportionofCentervilleRoad
to an inland location is unknownat
this time,but is likelycomparableor
lessthanthecostofthestormdamage
repairprojectthatwasdesignedalong
thebeach,”thestaffreportstates.

VEHICLE ACCESS
Oneofthekeyareasofcontention

— andwhat spurred considerable
publiccommentduringtheCoastal
Commissionmeeting in Eureka in

September—camedowntovehicle
accessonCentervilleBeach.A2003
resolution approved by the board
cemented access for four-wheel
drive and all-terrain vehicles on
thewaveslope.

When the Coastal Commission
approvedthepermit forroadrepair
in the area, it included 16 special
conditions. Among them was a
prohibitiononvehicle access.

HUMBOLDT COUNTY

SHOULDCENTERVILLEROADMOVEINLAND?
Supervisors will consider whether to look into a shift or
shoulder high cost of repairing damage where it’s at now
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Fuel and Fun (Blue Lake): $6.14
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