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Afight is heating up over
a California ballot initiative
to implement voter ID as it
heads to the courts, pitting
advocates who say it will
ensure election integrity in
the vote-by-mail era against
critics who say it would
imposeneedlessburdensthat
coulddisenfranchisevoters.

Thestate initiative,known
asProposition39,drewduel-
ing lawsuits this week over
theballot language thatboth
sides are callingmisleading.
A judge has until Aug. 10 —
thedeadline tofinalizewhat
voters will see inNovember
—toorderanychanges.

The new legal action
comes as the opposition has
started tomobilizewith two
separate groups forming to
fight themeasure.Oneof the
Noon39 campaigns is being
sponsored by the California
Donor Table and the ACLU
ofNorthernCalifornia,while
the other has named former
HealthSecretary andguber-
natorial candidate Xavier
Becerra and state Assem-
bly Speaker Robert Rivas as
honoraryco-chairswhowill
helpwithfundraisingefforts.
They jump intoactionas the
measure’sbackers—Reform
California, a statewide orga-
nization led by state Assem-
blymember Carl DeMaio
— have already amassed
a more than $13 million
war chest, according to the
campaignfilings.

Prop.39wouldamendthe
stateConstitution, requiring
voters to present a govern-
ment ID when voting in
person or provide the last
fourdigitsofa“unique iden-
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VOTERIDCOULD
SOONBEREQUIRED
Two lawsuits were filed over ‘misleading’ ballot language last week

See BALLOT on Page A6

By The Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Israel has
shared“serioussecurityconcerns”
withtheWhiteHouseregardingthe
proposed disarmament deal with
Hamas, an Israeli official said as
Israeli strikes overnight and into
Sunday evening killed at least 17
people, includingchildren, inGaza.

The remarks by Doron Spiel-
man, spokesperson for Israeli
PrimeMinisterBenjaminNetanya-
hu’s office, were some of the first
public comments sinceU.S. Presi-
dentDonaldTrumpannouncedthe
agreement.

Spielman told The Associated
Press that Israel’s intelligence
assessment is thatHamas remains
committed to rebuilding its mili-
tary rather than genuinely demili-
tarizing.HesaidtheIsraelimilitary
would notwithdraw fromGaza—
where it controls more than 60%
of the territory — before Hamas
disarms.

“Our assessment is that if we
redeploy before Hamas is truly
disarmed, itwillquicklyexpandits
presencethroughoutGaza, rebuild
its terrorist infrastructure, once
againthreatenIsraelicommunities,
and seek to carry out another Oct.
7-style attack,”he said, referring to
theHamasmilitantattackonIsrael
in2023thattriggeredthewarinthe
GazaStrip.

“Disarming means physically
giving up the weapons. Nothing
less,”Spielmansaid.

His comments come days after
Hamas said that it would begin
disarming as part of the U.S.-
brokered ceasefire signed nine
monthsagotoendthenearlythree-
year-longconflict. Itmarksapoten-
tial breakthrough in ending the
conflict, butmany hurdles, condi-
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Israel kills
at least 17
ahead of
accord
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Intelligence assessment
claimsHamas plans to
rebuild and not disarm

See HEALTH on Page A7

By Reed Abelson
THE NEW YORK TIMES

More and more uninsured
patients are showing up in hospi-
tal emergency rooms and clinics,
having lost their coverage under
theAffordableCareAct.

Executives running some of the
biggest hospital systems, includ-
ing largefor-profitchainsspanning
many states, expressed concern
over the unexpectedly sharp rise
inuninsuredpatientsandthecosts
associatedwith treating them.

And many executives said the
hospitalswerealsoreportingmore
unpaid medical bills and provid-
ingmore in thewayofcharitycare.
Some hospital systems also found
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LosingACA
coverage,
uninsured
crowdERs
Medical executives are
warning of more unpaid
bills, skipped surgeries
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From a distance, it looks like a
kayak or a surfboard. But it’s not
apersonenjoyinganafternoonat
the beach— it’s a new high-tech
device to look for great white
sharks.

Researchers at Cal State Long
Beach have begun testing what
they are calling a “semi-auton-
omous shark surveillance bot.”
Theunmannedcraft, aprototype
that isabout10feet longand3feet
wide, hit thewater lastmonth in
SouthernCalifornia.

The craft can patrol near
beaches foruptoaweekata time,
using acoustic receivers to listen
for white sharks in thewild that
havebeenfittedbyscientistswith
tracking tags. It alsohascameras,
andwill soon include a drone for
aerial surveillance that can send
live 360-degree images back to

lifeguards and biologists on the
shore.

“The idea is that you program
it tomowthe lawn—just goback
and forth — in the ocean,” said
ChrisLowe,aprofessorofmarine
biology anddirector of the Shark
LabatCalStateLongBeach.“Life-

guardscandriveit,orwecandrive
it fromthe lab.”

Plans also are afoot by scien-
tists at theMonterey Bay Aquar-
ium Research Institute in Moss
Landingtofitthecraftwithequip-
ment that can detect sharkDNA
in thewater, picking up traces of

skin,mucus andotherwaste that
leavesclueswhenthefamousapex
predators are coming and going
throughapopularbeacharea.

Sharkattacksremainextremely
rare. California has recorded 236
since 1950, including 17 fatali-
ties, according to the California
DepartmentofFishandWildlife.

SanDiegoCountyhasthemost
incidents with 27, followed by
SanMateoCountywith22,Santa
Barbara with 21, then Marin,
MontereyandHumboldtwith 19
each, Santa CruzCountywith 17,
andSanLuisObispoandSonoma
countieswith 16each.

Every year, millions of people
swim, surf, kayak and dive in the
ocean off California. In recent
years, drone footage and signals
from acoustic tags have shown
that sharks regularly swim near
peopleandalmostneverattack.

“Sharksareswimmingbysurf-
ersandswimmersall thetime,and
the people don’t know they are
there,” Lowe said. “It is happen-
ingdaily.”

Several high-profile deaths

ENVIRONMENT

Robotic craftmonitorswaters for sharks
University researchers
can trackmovements
of tagged great whites

Cal State Long Beach Shark Lab researchers developed this robot
watercraft that has acoustic receivers and cameras to listen and look
for great white sharks. PHOTO BY CHRIS LOWE — CSULB SHARK LAB
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