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Free-falling Rams make
way for new No. 1 team
SPORTS, 1C

760-422-5159

CALL OR SCAN TO
SCHEDULE!

EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS ON PREMIUM GARAGE DOOR SOLUTIONS

25-point inspection.
Lube and adjust all garage door parts.

a Pair of Springs or
$50 OFF a Single Spring

Any new insulated garage door combo package

$2995 TUNE UP

$100 OFF
New Garage Door$500 OFF

Financing Available • Same-Day Service • 24/7 Live Operators
Garage Doors Done Right!

*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires .9/30/26

* Applies to high cycle springs only. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires .9/30/26

*Valid per standard residential garage door. Not applicable for oversized or
RV-sized doors. Can’t be combined with any other offer. Expires .9/30/26

The Sept. 15 news helicopter crash in
Los Angeles killed a journalist and a pi-
lot affiliatedwithNBC4,plus apedestri-
an on the ground.
The helicopter, NewsChopper4 oper-

ated by Angel City Air, crashed just be-
fore 7 p.m. local time between two com-
mercial buildings in the suburban
neighborhood of Chatsworth in Los An-
geles County. It then burst into flames,
authorities said.

Journalist Eliana Moreno reported
from the air for NBC 4 Los Angeles and
Telemundo 52. She had been flyingwith
pilot George Marciniw since 2023, ac-
cording to NBC 4.
The pedestrian’s identity had

not been released at the time of report-
ing.
Two additional people were taken to

the hospital. USATODAY reached out to
the Los Angeles Fire Department for in-
formation on their conditions.
Vehicles on the ground also caught

fire. Four vehicles and two storage con-

tainersweredamaged,butnobuild-
ings were impacted, authorities
said.
Moreno was in her late 30s and

was born in Orange County, Califor-
nia, according to NBC. She had
worked for Angel CityAir since 2010
as a journalist and reported formul-
tiple news outlets from the air, be-
comingwhatNBCcalleda “familiar”
voice for NBC 4 and Telemundo 52
viewers.
Marciniw is also from Southern

California, NBC 4 said.
According to the Federal Avia-

tion Administration, the helicopter
was a Eurocopter AS350. It was at

3 killed in Los Angeles
news helicopter crash

NewsChopper4, operated by Angel City Air, crashed on Sept. 15 in a suburban neighborhood in Los Angeles County.
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Pilot and journalist ID'd as victims;
bystander on the ground also dies
Jeanine Santucci
USA TODAY

See HELICOPTER CRASH, Page 2A

The company that operates Palm
Springs’ publicly owned hospital is
taking sides in the campaign for the
elected board that owns the hospital.
An opponent of one candidate the
company is backing criticized the
move, saying it’s inappropriate for the
people operating the hospital to try to
pick the public officialswhoultimately
oversee it.
Desert Regional Medical Center is

listed as a sponsor of a campaign com-
mittee that is fundraising to support
three candidates for seats on the elect-
ed board of the Desert Healthcare Dis-
trict, the public agency that ownsDes-
ert Regional Medical Center.
The hospital is managed by a

branch of Tenet Health under a lease
with the Desert Healthcare District.

Conflict
of interest
questions
raised by
campaign
Palm Springs hospital’s
support of overseeing
officials criticized
Paul Albani-Burgio
Palm Springs Desert Sun

USA TODAY NETWORK

Desert Regional Medical Center in
Palm Springs on July 17.
JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

See CAMPAIGN, Page 2A

Costco has restricted how much
quantity of an item can be purchased at
one time, including toilet paper during
the pandemic and eggs during the egg
shortages. Motor oil has recently been

added to the list.
The warehouse surprised its mem-

bers last week by increasing the cost of
its 2-pack full-synthetic motor oil by
about $30 — and placing a weekly pur-
chasing limit on the lubricant.
Costco now lists its 10-quart case of

Kirkland Signature full-synthetic motor
oil at $58, which previously sold at

around $30 for years, according to Cost-
co’s website and automotive publica-
tions, The Auto Wire and The Drive,
which reported theprice changeasearly
as Sept. 10. The higher cost applies to
the motor oil grade SAE 5W-30 and the
high mileage version.
Costco increased the cost of itsmotor

oil to counteract a supply shortage cou-

pled with higher demand, MotorBiscuit
said, due to the nearly 7-month Iran-
U.S. War and the blockade in the Strait
of Hormuz, which has disrupted oil im-
ports to the U.S.
“That matters most for anyone doing

their own oil changes to save money,”

Costco limits oil purchases as Iran war hits supply
Sarah Moore and
Ernesto Centeno Araujo
USA TODAY NETWORK

See COSTCO, Page 4A


