Nation+World: Artemis II astronauts to splash down today off California coast. A5
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MIDDLE EAST WAR

Israel OKs talks with Lebanon

PM Netanyahu’s move aims to boost
ceasefire efforts ‘as soon as possible’

By Jon Gambrell,
Elena Becatoros
and Mike Corder

as possible” aimed at disarming
Iranian-backed Hezbollah mili-
tants and establishing relations

restored in northern Israel.
There was no immedi-
ate response from Lebanese
authorities. But Israel-Leba-
non negotiations were expected
to begin next week at the State
Department in Washington,

A government
supporter weeps
during a mourning
ceremony marking
the 40th day
since the death of
Iranian Supreme

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS between the neighbors. according to a U.S. official and Leader Ayatollah
The two countries have tech- a person familiar with the plans Ali Khamenei,
DUBALI, United Arab Emir- nically been at war since Israel who both spoke on condition of who was killed in

ates — In a potential boost to
Middle East ceasefire efforts,
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said Thursday
that he authorized direct nego-
tiations with Lebanon “as soon

was established in 1948, and
Netanyahu later stressed that
there was no ceasefire between
them. In a video statement,
he said Israel will keep strik-
ing Hezbollah until security is

anonymity due to the delicacy of
the matter.

The prospect of talks
appeared to bolster the tenta-

See IRAN on Page A5

the U.S. and Israel
strikes in Tehran,
Iran, on Thursday.
VAHID SALEMI
THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

INDIO

oachella festival
ack for 25th year

Fans of Junior H react to his performance on the main stage during Weekend 2 of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival
in Indio’s Empire Polo Field last year. PHOTOS BY DREW A. KELLEY — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Today launches 2 sold-out weekends of world-famous music showcase

Staff reports

When fans step onto the Empire
Polo Field in Indio today, they’ll be
participating in a cultural mile-
stone — the 25th version of the
Coachella Valley Music and Arts §
Festival, which has grown from a
fledgling event to a global gather-
ing that shapes the tastes of music

fans worldwide.

It wasn’t a seamless transition.
After the first festival in October
1999 was awash in red ink, it took |
promoter Goldenvoice a year and
a half to try again — and thenin a
stripped-down, one-day format.
From that uneven start, the festi-
val began to grow steadily, expand-
ing to three days and adding the

See COACHELLA on Page A6

Weekend 2 of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival in Indio on Aprll 20.

2 people die
in Catalina

Island small
plane crash

Aircraft seems to have taken off
from Torrance’s Zamperini Field

By Nathaniel Percy and Sierra van der Brug
STAFF WRITERS

A small airplane crashed on Catalina Island on
Thursday, killing both people on board, authorities
said.

The aircraft, an Airplane Factory Sling, crashed
around 12:30 p.m., according to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. Both people in the plane were
found dead when paramedics arrived, the Los Ange-
les County Fire Department said.

The plane wound up on the south side of the
island and in a ravine, Los Angeles County Sher-
iff’s Department Capt. Matthew King said.

The plane appeared to have taken off from
Zamperini Field in Torrance and crash-landed on
the island, according to FlightAware, a third-party
website that tracks flights.

It was not immediately known if the pilot was
trying to land at Catalina Airport.

See CRASHon Page A5

TORRANCE

Mayor, council
hopetuls discuss
light event, ADUs

Candidates asked about hot topics
impacting residents during forum

By Madeline Armstrong
MARMSTRONG@SCNG.COM

Candidates for mayor and City Council District5
spoke with the South Torrance community about
some of the hot topics impacting residents of the
Hollywood Riviera and Seaside Ranchos neigh-
borhoods this week.

From the annual holiday Sleepy Hollow lights
display to housing development, candidates were
asked about what they would do to address the
concerns of those living in District 5 during a candi-

See CANDIDATES on Page A6
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