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Luxury brands were taking
back their merchandise
from the shelves at David
Jones yesterday as the
cash-strapped department
store was placed in the
hands of corporate under-
takers.

It comes amid revelations
the venerable retailer’s flag-

ship Perth CBD outlet was
almost $1.5 million behind
on its rent, with the landlord
confirming it was pursuing
replacement tenants. Imag-
es circulating on social
media showed that brands
including Sportscraft, Saba

and Carla Zampatti had
removed stock and fixtures
from outlets in the Eastern
States. Empty shelves were
also seen at its Karrinyup
store. David Jones will stay
open for the time being as
rescue plans are explored.
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Rita Saffioti has warned
WA’s economic future is
being put at risk by envi-
ronmental activists and
ambiguous Common-
wealth policies. 

The Deputy Premier
said resources compa-
nies needed to be confi-
dent that “very key
decisions” were being
made to support them

after WA-based Wood-
side announced it was
axing about 500 staff. 

She vowed to always
“go in to bat for gas”
when asked if  the cuts
were a warning sign the
energy giant could aban-
don WA. “We are a
resources State. Let’s be
very strong about that,”
Ms Saffioti said.
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Australia’s public ser-
vice wages bill has
surged by almost $3 bil-
lion at a time when the
Albanese Government
is being urged to rein in
spending.

Just days after an-
other brutal interest
rate hike was lumped
on households on the

back of  soaring infla-
tion, new figures
revealed a 7.2 per cent
increase in Federal pub-
lic sector pay to a whop-
ping $43.8 billion.

The Prime Minister
and his colleagues are
denying their spending
is fuelling the price of
goods and services.

BILL A PUBLIC
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