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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news,
area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at swtimes.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Pricing plan to impact
proton therapy
INSIDE, 5A

THIS MONTH ONLY

GET 50% OFF INSTALLATION
of Your KOHLER ® Walk-In Bath + NO INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS†

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

†Offer ends October 31, 2026. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty., Suffolk Cty.,
Westchester Cty., or City of Buffalo, NY. 50% off installation labor applies to the installation of the KOHLER
walk-in bath and may exclude costs associated with plumbing and electrical. Cannot be combined with any
other advertised offer. Contact Reveal by KOHLER Authorized Dealer for financing details.

*For as long as the original purchaser consumer owns his or her home. For complete warranty details, visit
KOHLER.com/Warranty.

(479) 222-1057

The U.S. government said on Oct. 8
that it is suspending some major global
tech and IT firms, including Microsoft
and Cognizant, from a key green-card

program that allows skilled foreign
workers to gain permanent residency
through their employment.

Senior U.S. officials cited alleged
fraud as the reason behind the move,
saying companies have been using the
program to replace American workers
with cheaper foreign workers. It comes
as the latest step in the Trump admini-
stration’s crackdown on skilled foreign
labor.

What is under suspension?

The suspension is targeting a key
employer-sponsorship mechanism,
called the Permanent Labor Certifica-
tion or PERM, which is used by major
technology companies and outsourcing
firms. The U.S. government said that for
certain companies, it would not accept
any new PERM applications or process

Green-card program targeted by Trump
Major tech companies
suspended from PERM

Deborah Mary Sophia
and Jaspreet Singh
REUTERS

See TRUMP, Page 3A

Vice President JD Vance on Oct. 8
announced new findings of alleged
abuse and fraud in the H-1B temporary
work visa and Permanent Labor
Certification programs.
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An ironic development emerging alongside the
“Make America Healthy Again” movement is the
portrayal of nicotine as a wellness and perfor-
mance-enhancing product. Across social media,
podcasts,wellness communities and tech startups,
prominent wellness personalities and other influ-
encers are portraying nicotine as a misunderstood
compound whose potential benefits have been
overshadowed by its negative association with cig-
arette smoking.

As a result, nicotine is being repositioned from
an addictive substance linked to tobacco use to a
natural product that can be used for everything
from improving focus to protecting against cogni-
tive decline. This trend includes use of nicotine

Nicotine is the primary driver of tobacco addiction in the form of cigarettes, vapes and most other forms of commercial
tobacco. The greatest health risks arise when tobacco is burned, which generates thousands of toxic substances.
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Movement touts addictive drug as beneficial, but dangers persist

Hasmeena Kathuria
University of Wisconsin-Madison

THE CONVERSATION

Nicotine, in products such as nicotine pouches, is
being repositioned from an addictive substance
linked to tobacco use to a natural product that
can be used for everything from improving focus
to protecting against cognitive decline.See NICOTINE, Page 2A

REBRANDING
NICOTINE

WASHINGTON–A federal antitrust
lawsuit against McDonald’s filed last
week claims the fast-food giant is us-
ing AI-powered tools to fix menu
prices, marking the latest case to al-
lege companies are relying on new
technologies to collude and harm con-
sumers.

Plaintiffs have sued companies in
industries ranging fromhotels and real
estate to health insurance, and now,
hamburgers. The claims are pending
in class-action lawsuits around the
country, with mixed outcomes so far.

TheMcDonald’s case hinges in part
on the company’s franchise model, in
which most of its 14,000 U.S. restau-
rants are independently owned. It says
restaurant owners should be compet-
ing freelybutarepressuredbyMcDon-
ald’s to use its “pricing engine” or risk
losing their franchise status, driving
up the cost of BigMacs, fries and other
menu items for millions of customers.

McDonald’s told Reuters that its
franchisees set prices individually,
and that “AI does not set the price of a
Big Mac or any other menu item.”

The lawsuit followed a Reuters re-
port detailing how McDonald’s is us-
ing AI to guide menu prices. The pro-
posed class action in Chicago federal
court says the company leverages its
technology “to nickel-and-dime con-
sumers down to the last French fry.”

See LAWSUIT, Page 2A
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AI pricing
suit raises
antitrust
questions
Plaintiff says
McDonald’s used
tech to set prices
Mike Scarcella
REUTERS


