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RSD addresses ADE concerns
By HANNAH BUTLER 
hbutler@couriernews.com

On Monday, May 11, the 
Arkansas Department of 
Education sent a letter to 
the Russellville School Dis-
trict concerning a potential 
con� ict of interest involving 
salaries.

The ADE � agged infor-
mation indicating salary 
increases for RSD Board of 
Directors members Jason 
Cunningham and Don Jaci-
more that could affect their 
spouses. The increases were 
approved during the Tues-
day, April 14, board meet-

ing.
Cunningham’s spouse is 

employed by the district as 
a nurse. Jacimore’s spouse 
is employed as a clerk typist 
at Sequoyah Elementary.

The ADE wrote in a let-
ter addressed to Superin-
tendent Dr. Luke Lovins: 
“The Arkansas Department 
of Education (“ADE”) has 
received information re-
garding recent actions by 
the Russellville School 
District Board of Directors 
that may require review 
by my of� ce. ADE was in-
formed by a constituent of 
your district that increases 

for several salary schedules 
were approved, which may 
affect the salaries for sever-
al board members’ spouses 
who are employed by the 
district, that a sitting board 
member has applied for an 
assistant principal position 
in the school district, and 
that other matters were vot-
ed on by board members 

KNOW YOUR LOCAL
Rashad Woods

By HANNAH BUTLER 
hbutler@couriernews.com

Rashad Woods has lived in the River Valley his 
whole life, and to him, “it’s always been home.”

“There’s so much to love about Dardanelle, wheth-
er it’s the community, the leadership, the mountains, 
or the schools,” Woods said. “I’m 
proud to be a Sand Lizard. More than 
anything, though, I love the people. 
Our community is incredibly giving. 
When someone falls on hard times, 
you’ll � nd countless hands ready to 
help lift them back up. Even when 
someone only has a dollar in their 
pocket, they’d give it to a neighbor 
before spending it on themselves. 
That’s the heart of Dardanelle.”

As the coordinator of communication, outreach, 
and development for the non-pro� t ARVAC and a 
Dardanelle city council member, it’s safe to say that 
Woods gives back to the community of Dardanelle.

“I live here because of my parents and the incredi-
ble legacy they’ve built in this community. I want to 
help continue that legacy,” Woods said. “I also love 
the people here – every day you meet friendly faces, 
and strangers quickly become friends.”

Woods is the youngest person and the � rst black 
male to be elected to the Dardanelle City Council.

Outside of his responsibilities, he enjoys shopping, 
gardening, canning, cooking and baking.

Woods said he is focused on gardening herbs and 
vegetables, and has enjoyed grilling and cooking 
whenever he can. He bakes his favorites: sweet treats 
like German chocolate cake, red velvet cake, and ap-
ple pie.

Traveling is also important to him.
“I absolutely love to travel. When it comes to tak-

ing a trip, I’m always ready to go,” he said.

WOODS

Candidates tout tax cut support
By ARKANSAS ADVOCATE

The four Republicans running for a 
vacant Arkansas River Valley seat in 
the House are focused on tax cuts to 
address constituents’ affordability con-
cerns.

Early voting began Tuesday for the 
June 2 special election to represent 
House District 44, which includes por-
tions of Pope and Van Buren counties. 
The seat became vacant when Dover 
Republican Rep. Stan Berry died in 
March at the age of 71.

Voters will receive one ballot with 
two elections on it, Pope County Clerk 
Pam Ennis said. One selection is for 
a candidate to serve the remainder of 
Berry’s term. The second selection is 
for a candidate to run in November to 
serve a new two-year term.

No Democrats � led to run, so the Re-
publican nominee will be unopposed in 
November. With Berry’s seat vacant, 
Republicans hold a 79-20 majority in 
the state House.

All four candidates describe them-
selves as conservative Republicans and 
tout their opposition to abortion and 
support of gun rights.

Nikki Phillips, a 35-year-old hair 
stylist who owns a salon and spa in 

Nikki Phillips (from left), Bill Teeter, Wes Freeman and Brent Boland are the four Repub-
licans seeking to fill the Arkansas House District 44 vacancy following Rep. Stan Berry’s 
death in March.

Pottsville launches 
community 
fitness program
By HANNAH BUTLER 
hbutler@couriernews.com

POTTSVILLE — The 
City of Pottsville is launch-
ing a free community � t-
ness and fellowship pro-
gram twice a week at the 
city park.

After the city passed an 
expenditure last year to-
wards community outreach, 
Pottsville Mayor Dusty 
Gray said, “One of the big-
gest issues facing people to-
day is loneliness. People are 
busy, families are stretched 
thin, and sometimes folks 
just need a place to show 

up, move around, and be 
around other people.”

The plan for the com-
munity outreach program 
so far is for participants to 
stretch for 10 minutes, do 
a light beginner-friendly 
workout, or walk, twice a 
week at the park. Modi� ca-
tions are encouraged.

“Everyone can move at 
their own pace,” Gray said. 
“And the City will be in-
vesting in several things at-
tached to this program.”

This will take place at 298 
Park Avenue.

See RSD, page A2

See POTTSVILLE, page A2

See TAX CUT, page A2

RIGHT: Participants attend a Memorial Day 
Ceremony in front of the “Field of Honor” at 

Center Valley Memorial Garden.
LEFT: A man and woman walk around the 

Center Valley Memorial area placing U.S. flags 
on the graves of fallen soldiers.

Submitted | The Courier
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By SEAN INGRAM

singram@couriernew
s.com

Feltner’s
Whatta-Burg

er,

the go-to hamburger res
tau-

rant for thousands
of cus-

tomers throug
hout Arka

nsas

and the South,
closed Friday

night at 9
after 58 years of

service.

“Feltner’s
Whatta-Burg

er

first began
serving custom-

ers in 1967 as a take-out

only burger shack, eventu-

ally adding a dine-in area

filled with
local memorabilia

– giving guests a ta
ste of the

Arkansas
River Vall

ey with

each bite,” Caleb Peronnet

wrote for T
he Courier

during

the COVID
-19 pande

mic.

Robert
“Bob”

Feltner

thought th
e same thing more

than half a
century ag

o when

he opened Whatta-Burg
er

at the corn
er of what

is now

North Arkansas
Avenue and

O Street. Ba
ck on Nov. 23,

1967, it w
as a dirt ro

ad.

“’I’m going to put a burg
er

place righ
t here,’” M

issy El-

lis said tha
t’s what he

r father

said over 50 years ago. But

this just w
asn’t your

run-of-

the-mill burger p
lace.

And on Thanksgiv
ing Day

2017, Whatta-Burg
er fans

from all over came and

helped four generation
s of

the Feltner fa
mily celebrate

the restaurant
’s 50th birth-

day by eating hamburgers

Thank you,
Feltner’s

Whatta-Bur
ger, for 58

years

By HANNA
H BUTLER

hbutler@couriernew
s.com

ATKINS
— Picklefest

is

gearing up for its 32n
d year

this weeke
nd, with fe

stivities

to begin on Friday through

Saturday.

“As long as we’re doing

Picklefest
, we’re kee

ping the

heritage and the history of

the pickle
plant alive

,” Rich-

ard Austin
, vice pres

ident of

People for a Better Atk
ins,

said.
The festiv

al is organ
ized by

People for a Better Atk
ins.

Members inclue Kelsey Al-

vey, Olivia
Johnson and Sta-

cy Morton.

The 32nd annual festival

will host 104 vendors this

year. New
to the festiva

l is a

Kid’s Zon
e full of b

ump and

jumps, games, face painting

and a petti
ng zoo.

The games are hosted by

the Atkins Beta Club, and

the petting zoo is hosted
by

Atkins 4-H
.

In addition,
there is also

more live music provided

during the festival. O
n Fri-

day, Walk on Faith, Meg

Holland and Kaylee Yo
ung,

the McCoy family, and Eye-

witness w
ill play. O

n Satur-

day, Holly
Burgener,

Lind-

sey Watson and Billy Lowe,

the Hurricane
Outlaws,

and

Tooter Deal and the Noise

Complaint will
play.

And, of course, a pick-

le-eating
and drinking con-

test, as well as pickles for

sale the en
tire weeke

nd, will

be availab
le.

The Atkins Centennia
l

Library is also providing

additional
events alongside

Picklefest’s
32nd year

brings ‘hom
ecoming’

Hannah Bu
tler | The C

ourier

The Atkins
Picklefest

hosts a va
riety of foo

d vendors
in addition

to a pletho
ra of pickl

es.

KNOW YOUR LOCAL

Henry Pegg

By HANNA
H BUTLER

hbutler@couriernew
s.com

The COVID pandem-

ic brought H
enry Pegg

back to the area, and

with it, a family-owned

business.

In 2020, Peg
g and his

siblings st
arted a hea

lth-

based foo
d company out

of their h
ouse; now

, the

fruit bowl-base
d busi-

ness, Bow
ltime Bowls,

is in a brick-an
d-mortar

location.

Pegg said he has lived

in the area most of his

life, but returned
after

moving to Northwes
t

Arkansas
for a few

years.

“We actually
were

looking for a way to

fund a project
that

my family and I were

working on, and so we

started this busin
ess be-

cause it was something

that my brother lo
ved,”

he said. “My family’s

always be
en into eating

clean and working out,

so this was a
great way

for us to get certain
fuel

for worko
uts.”

Fruit bowls are sim-

ilar to a smoothie, an
d

the op-

tion of

toppings

l i k e

s t r a w -

b e r r i e s ,

b an ana s

and blue-

b e r r i e s ,

coconut
flakes, and/or

granola.

Pegg runs
the busine

ss

with his sister Ele
anor,

and Oliver.

“We always
loved

this little shop that did

bowls like [ours],” he

said. “We do every
thing

with local honey and

natural sw
eeteners,

but

the place that we used

to love did it with sugar

… This was
a great wa

y

of bringing
something

healthy to the area.”

Outside of Bowltime,

Pegg runs, works out,

hikes and kayaks;
a

couple of
weeks ago

, he

completed a tr
ail race at

Mount Magazine State

Park.

“When you grow up

here, you
’re kind of in-

ducted into fishing and

hunting,
so that defi-

nitely is an interest of

mine, too,”
he said.

PEGG

By COURI
ER STAFF

REPORTS

Pope County
Circuit

Court doc
uments indicate

a Russellvil
le man has

been charged
with two

counts of harassing
com-

munications
involving

the

Pope County clerk and

county assessor.

According
to an affid

avit,

Roger Sta
ndridge, 4

3, fac-

es two cou
nts for all

egedly

sending emails containing

photograp
hs of nude fe-

males, a han
gman’s noose

,

Charles Manson, sw
astika

signs and references
to

disability
laws. Both ha-

rassing
communications

charges are Class A mis-

demeanors.

The affidavit
stated on

April 15, county inves-

tigators
reviewed

about

200 communications
via

email that were received

by County Clerk Pam En-

nis and County Assessor

Dana Baker. Standridg
e,

in the affidavit,
told au-

thorities he allegedly
sent

the emails “to the ladies
at

the courthous
e” because

he felt bu
llied by the court

system and discriminated

against.

Local man charged

with harassing

communications

See PICKL
EFEST, pa

ge A2

See WHATTA-BU
RGER, pag

e A7


