
The Arkansas Supreme 
Court on Thursday heard 
oral arguments in a case 
that challenges the extent 
to which a municipality can 
enforce a monopoly for the 
sake of public health and 
safety.

The case was brought 
against a small, newly es-
tablished city in Northwest 
Arkansas — Holiday Island 
— by an area business man 
who has been barred from 
operating his rental dump-
ster business in city limits 
because of a city ordinance. 
That ordinance permits on-
ly a selected contractor, or 
contractors, to collect solid 
waste within the city and 
gives the city the right to 
work exclusively with one 
provider. The city chose 
to work with the Carroll 
County Solid Waste Dis-
trict, an established solid 
waste district that services 
different areas in the coun-
ty.

Steven Hedrick, owner 
of X-Dumpsters, argues his 
services are supplemental 
to those provided by the 
district, and that the ordi-
nance violates the Arkansas 
Constitution’s anti-monop-
oly provision and uncon-
stitutionally interferes with 
his rights to earn a living. 

MANCHESTER, En-
gland — An assailant drove 
a car into people outside a 
synagogue Thursday in 
northern England and then 
began stabbing them, killing 
two and seriously hurting 
at least three in what police 
called a terrorist attack on 
the holiest day of the Jew-
ish year.

Officers shot and killed 
the suspect at the syna-
gogue in Manchester, po-
lice said, though authorities 
took some time to confirm 
he was dead because he was 
wearing a vest that made it 
appear as if he had explo-
sives. Police later said he 
did not have a bomb.

Authorities said the man 
believed responsible was a 
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m  Darren Wright ,  a 
spokesperson for the Oro 
Valley Police Department in 
Arizona, said an incident in 
which an officer worked to 
get shoppers out of a Fry’s 
grocery store as a bear ran 
around for a few minutes 
before leaving “is the most 
interesting interaction we 
have had with one.”
m Jennifer Powers, per-
sonal assistant for finan-
cier Howard Rubin, was 
remanded to home deten-
tion and forbidden from 
contacting her boss after 
pleading innocent to federal 
sex trafficking and tax fraud 
charges. 
m Emiliano Galvez, a 
23-year-old Mexican na-
tional who authorities say 
is in the U.S. illegally, faces 
up to 15 years in prison after 
admitting in an agreement 
with prosecutors to throw-
ing a Molotov cocktail at 
Los Angeles County sher-
iff’s deputies during protests 
against immigration raids.
m Cliff Johnson, director 
of the MacArthur Justice 
Center at the University of 
Mississippi School of Law, 
announced in a video that 
he’s campaigning as a Dem-
ocrat to oust Republican 
U.S. Rep Trent Kelly.
m Murray Hunter, an 
Australian scholar, claimed 
he was improperly arrested 
in Thailand over articles he 
wrote online about Malay-
sia and said his case should 
be cause for concern, be-
cause “any journalist … 
could have the same con-
sequences and be picked off 
a flight and put in a lockup.”
m Charles Floyd, a feder-
al immigration judge based 
in Tacoma, Wash., who re-
portedly has a degree from 
the University of Arkansas 
School of Law, was tapped 
to replace acting U.S. attor-
ney Teal Luthy Miller, and 
noted that he learned he 
was considered for the job 
“about three weeks ago.”
m  Elijah Roy,  25, was 
charged with violent assault 
in aid of racketeering and 
illegal possession of ammu-
nition in his suspected role 
in a gang-related shooting 
that killed three people and 
hurt 10 others at a lounge in 
New York.
m Laurie Marker, founder 
of the Cheetah Conserva-
tion Fund, said 11 cheetah 
cubs that were rescued 
from illegal trade in So-
maliland were “very mal-
nourished” and were being 
reintroduced to food slowly.
m Tayler Cooley, whose 
family owns Cool Patch 
Pumpkins, which earned 
a Guinness record for the 
world’s largest corn maze, 
said the 40-acre attraction 
located between Sacra-
mento and San Francisco is 
“exciting, and in a world of 
GPS and constant signage, 
you always know where you 
are.”
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Drew Marsh (left), chair and CEO of Entergy, and Ruth Porat, president and chief investment officer 
of Alphabet and Google, speak after the announcement of a $4 billion investment into cloud and 
artificial intelligence infrastructure by Alphabet and Google in Arkansas during an event in West 
Memphis on Thursday.
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Adam Vogler)

Trump moves
to capitalize
on shutdown
President eyes agency cuts,
insists Democrats to blame

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump has 
seized on the government 
shutdown as an opportu-
nity to reshape the federal 
workforce and punish de-
tractors, saying he planned 
to meet with budget director 
Russ Vought to talk through 
“temporary or permanent” 
spending cuts that could set 
up a lose-lose dynamic for 
Democratic lawmakers.

Trump announced the 
meeting on social media 
Thursday morning, saying he 
and Vought would determine 
“which of the many Demo-
crat Agencies” would be cut 
— continuing their efforts 
to slash federal spending 
by threatening mass firings 
of workers and suggesting 
“irreversible” cuts to Demo-
cratic priorities. The White 
House declined to comment 
on the timing or details of 
the meeting, despite the im-
portance placed on it by the 
president.

“I can’t believe the Radi-
cal Left Democrats gave me 
this unprecedented oppor-
tunity,” Trump wrote on his 
social media account. “They 
are not stupid people, so 
maybe this is their way 
of wanting to, quietly and 
quickly, MAKE AMERICA 
GREAT AGAIN!”

Trump has been very di-
rect about his intentions in 
saying that he believes the 
Democrats would get the 
blame if he chooses to fire 

people or cut spending as 
part of the shutdown.

“There could be firings 
and that’s their fault,” the 
president said in an inter-
view with One America 
News that was released on 
Thursday. “I mean, we could 
cut projects that they want-
ed, favorite projects, and 
they’d be permanently cut.”

The Truth Social post 
was notable in its explicit 
embrace of Project 2025, a 
contentious policy blue-
print drafted by the Heritage 
Foundation that Trump dis-
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Google set to invest $4B
for W. Memphis center

WEST MEMPHIS — Goo-
gle on Thursday put a $4 bil-
lion price tag on its invest-
ment in a data center in the 
city and announced a collab-
oration with Entergy Arkan-
sas to power the project.

The money will mostly go 
to artificial intelligence infra-
structure at the West Mem-
phis data center campus. The 
project, on a 1,100 acre prop-
erty, is expected to take 18 to 

24 months to complete.
“I can’t think of a better 

town and a better place for 
this investment to happen 
than in West Memphis,” said 
Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sand-
ers. “This is a hardworking 
community full of hardwork-
ing people, and now they’re 
getting the recognition and 
resources that they have long 
deserved.”

“I’m filled with emotion, 
and I’m filled with joy,” said 
West Memphis Mayor Marco 

McClendon. “This is the big-
gest investment in the state 
of Arkansas.”

The project is expected 
to bring thousands of con-
struction jobs and hundreds 
of operational jobs once the 
center is completed, Google 
said. No specific numbers 
were provided.

Google and Entergy’s 
partnership will cover the 
construction cost of Cypress 
Solar, a 600-megawatt and 
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Fleeing Gaza

Displaced Palestinians flee northern Gaza, carrying their be-
longings along the coastal road near Wadi Gaza on Thursday.
(AP/Abdel Kareem Hana) 			            Article, 7A

Members of the Jewish community comfort each other near Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation syn-
agogue in Crumpsall, Manchester, England, after police reported that two people were killed and 
three others seriously injured in an attack on the place of worship on Thursday.
(AP/Peter Byrne)
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Corrections board
OKs new agreement
Jails allowed to house state inmates

Jails that are not compli-
ant with the federal Prison 
Rape Elimination Act’s re-
quirements will still be able 
to continue to house state 
inmates under a new agree-
ment approved Thursday by 
the Board of Corrections.

The seven-page memo-
randum of understanding 
approved unanimously by 
the board waives some re-
quirements under PREA so 
the local county and city 
jails can continue to house 
state inmates under Act 309. 
That law, passed in 1983, was 

designed to free up prison 
bed space and allow some 
inmates to finish their sen-
tences closer to family un-
der agreements between the 
state and local jails.

The memorandum of 
understanding would stan-
dardize across the state the 
agreement between the 
Department of Corrections 
and local jails concerning in-
mates qualifying for place-
ment under Act 309.

Baxter County Sheriff 
John Montgomery said the 
agreement is necessary for 
local jails to continue to 
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House Minority Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries, D-N.Y., meets with re-
porters about the government 
shutdown at the U.S. Capitol 
on Thursday.
(AP/J. Scott Applewhite)
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