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Cold opener

LSU Coach Kelly opens SEC media days,
talks first-game struggles. — Sports, 1C
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Man in Black

Meander through Arkansas to visit home,
birthplace of Johnny Cash. - style, 1
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In the news

H Janelle Stelson, a Penn-
sylvania Democrat who lost
to Republican U.S. Rep.
Scott Perry by barely a per-
centage point in 2024, will
run again in the right-lean-
ing congressional district
in 2026 with the support of
Gov. Josh Shapiro.

M Christoph Stoll, a de-
fense lawyer for Johannes
M., 40, a German doctor
accused of murdering 15 of
his patients under palliative
care, said his client will not
make a statement to the
court for the time being as
his trial begins in Berlin.

B Sean McCann, 53, a
Michigan Democratic state
senator who has launched a
bid for the U.S. House, said
he’s running because Wash-
ington politicians are too
focused on special interests
and giving tax breaks to bil-
lionaires.

B Hun Manet, prime
minister of Cambodia, said
Monday his country will
implement military con-
scription starting next year,
in an announcement that
coincides with persistent
border tensions with Thai-
land.

B Manny Diaz, a former
Republican state lawmaker
and ally of Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis, is taking the helm of one
of Florida’s public universi-
ties as the interim president
of the University of West
Florida in Pensacola.

H Jens Ahland, a cus-
toms office spokesman in
Cologne, Germany, said
officials were tipped off
by a “noticeable smell”
that led to the discovery
of roughly 1,500 young ta-
rantulas inside plastic con-
tainers hidden in chocolate
spongecake boxes shipped
from Vietnam, adding that
the “extraordinary seizure”
was one that “saddens us to
see what some people do to
animals purely for profit.”

Bl Moses Dirks, an Un-
angam Tunuu expert, said
he recommended Kaxchim
Chiganaa to replace Nazi
Creek and Kaxchim Qayaa
to replace Nip Hill, because
the new names incorporate
“gizzard,” the Aleut name
for Little Kiska Island
where the creek and hill
are located.

B Karen Bass, mayor of
Los Angeles, said, “These
results aren’t just data
points — they represent
thousands of human be-
ings who are now inside,
and neighborhoods that
are beginning to heal,” as
a survey showed a decline
in homelessness in the city
for the second year in a row.

B David Slater, 64, a re-
tired Army officer who
worked as a civilian for
the Air Force, has plead-
ed guilty to conspiring to
transmit classified informa-
tion about Russia’s war with
Ukraine on a foreign online
dating platform.
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Vive La France

(AP/Christophe Ena)
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Cadets from the elite engineering school Polytechnique march on the Champs-Elysees avenue
during the Bastille Day parade Monday in Paris.

Trump discusses actions
for Russia-Ukraine war

CHRIS MEGERIAN
AND ILLIA NOVIKOV
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Mon-
day threatened Russia with
steep tariffs and announced
a rejuvenated pipeline for
American weapons to reach
Ukraine, hardening his stance
toward Moscow after months
of frustration about unsuc-
cessful negotiations for end-

ing the war.

The latest steps reflect an
evolving approach from the
Republican president, who
promised to swiftly resolve
the war started by Russian
President Vladimir Putin
when he invaded Ukraine
three years ago. Trump once
focused his criticism on
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy, whom he
described as unwilling to

compromise, but more re-
cently has expressed growing
irritation toward Putin.

“My conversations with
him are very pleasant, and
then the missiles go off at
night,” Trump said. He com-
plained that “it just keeps go-
ing on and on and on.”

Trump said he would im-
plement “severe tariffs” un-
less a peace deal is reached

See RUSSIA, Page 3A

EU ministers
united against
Trump tarifts

Trade representative says
30% levy ‘unacceptable’

COMPILED BY
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF
FROM WIRE REPORTS

BRUSSELS — EU trade
ministers agreed Monday
that U.S. President Donald
Trump’s announcement of
30% tariffs on the Europe-
an Union was “absolutely
unacceptable,” and they
are studying a new set of
countermeasures to respond
to the move.

The ministers met Mon-
day in Brussels following
Trump’s surprise announce-
ment over the weekend of
such hefty tariffs, which
could have repercussions
for governments, compa-
nies and consumers on both
sides of the Atlantic. The EU
is America’s biggest business
partner and the world’s larg-
est trading bloc.

Maros Sefcovic, the EU’s
trade representative in its
talks with the U.S., said after
the meeting that it was “very
obvious from the discussions
today, the 30% is absolutely
unacceptable.”

He said that the commis-
sion was sharing proposals
with the 27 member coun-
tries “for the second list of
goods accounting of some
$84 billion worth of U.S. im-
ports. They will now have
a chance to discuss it. This
does not exhaust our tool-
box and every instrument
remains on the table.”

Lars Lgkke Rasmussen,
foreign minister of Denmark,
which recently assumed
the presidency of the EU,
said the ministers vowed to
work together in negotiating

a trade deal with Washington
or agreeing on countermea-
sures.

“The EU remains ready
to react and that includes
robust and proportionate
countermeasures if required,
and there was a strong feel-
ing in the room of unity,”
Rasmussen told reporters
after the meeting.

The tariffs, also an-
nounced for Mexico, are set
to start on Aug. 1 and could
make everything from French
cheese and Italian leather
goods to German electronics
and Spanish pharmaceuticals
more expensive in the U.S,,
and destabilize economies
from Portugal to Norway.

Meanwhile, Brussels de-
cided to suspend retaliatory
tariffs on U.S. goods sched-
uled to take effect Monday
in hopes of reaching a trade
deal with the Trump admin-
istration by the end of the
month.

The “countermeasures”
by the EU, which negotiates
trade deals on behalf of its
27 member countries, will be
delayed until Aug. 1. Trump’s
letter shows “that we have
until the first of August” to
negotiate, European Com-
mission President Ursula
von der Leyen told reporters
in Brussels on Sunday.

Sefcovic added on Mon-
day that negotiations would
continue.

“I'm absolutely 100% sure
that a negotiated solution is
much better than the tension
which we might have after

See TARIFFS, Page 3A

Education razing
gets court consent

Decision clears way for 1,400 layoffs

COMPILED BY
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF
FROM WIRE REPORTS

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court is allowing
President Donald Trump to
put his plan to dismantle the
Education Department back
on track — and to go through
with laying off nearly 1,400
employees.

With the three liberal
justices in dissent, the court
on Monday paused an or-
der from U.S. District Judge
Myong Joun in Boston, who
issued a preliminary injunc-

20 STATES file suit over frozen
education funding. Page 4A.

tion reversing the layoffs
and calling into question
the broader plan. The lay-
offs “will likely cripple the
department,” Joun wrote. A
federal appeals court refused
to put the order on hold
while the administration ap-
pealed.

The high court action
enables the administration
to resume work on winding

See EDUCATION, Page 6A

Michael Pimentel (center), a resident at the Gabriel House as-

Fire consumes facility

sisted living facility in Fall River, Mass., receives assistance from
an emergency medical worker (right) outside a temporary shel-
ter Monday in Fall River, after a fire that started late Sunday in
the care home killed 9 and injured 30.

(AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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31 killed in Gaza as fuel shortages put services at risk

WAFAA SHURAFA,
FATMA KHALED
AND SALLY ABOU ALJOUD
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DEIR AL-BALAH, Ga-
za Strip — Israeli strikes
across the Gaza Strip
overnight killed at least 31
people, according to local
hospitals, as U.N. agen-
cies warned Monday that
critical fuel shortages put
hospitals and other critical
infrastructure at risk.

The latest attacks came
after U.S. President Donald
Trump and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu held two days of
talks last week that ended
with no sign of a break-
through in negotiations
over a ceasefire and hostage
release.

Twelve people were
killed by strikes in southern
Gaza, including three who
were waiting at an aid dis-

See GAZA, Page 5A

Palestinians struggle to get donated food at a community kitchen in Gaza City, northern Gaza Strip,
on Monday.
(AP/Jehad Alshrafi)

Senate
to weigh

pullback
of funds

$9.4B for public
media, aid eyed

KEVIN FREKING
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Sen-
ate Republicans will test the
popularity of Department
of Government Efficiency
spending cuts this week by
aiming to pass President
Donald Trump’s request
to claw back $9.4 billion in
public media and foreign
aid spending.

Senate Democrats are
trying to kill the measure
but need a few Republi-
cans uncomfortable with
the president’s effort to join
them.

Trump’s Republican ad-
ministration is employing a
rarely used tool that allows
the president to transmit a
request to cancel previously
approved funding author-
ity. The request triggers a
45-day clock under which
the funds are frozen. If Con-
gress fails to act within that
period, then the spending
stands. That clock expires
Friday.

The House has already
approved Trump’s request
on a mostly party line 214-
212 vote. The Senate has lit-
tle time to spare to beat the
deadline for the president’s
signature. Another House
vote will be needed if sen-
ators amend the legislation,
adding more uncertainty to
the outcome.

See SENATE, Page 6A



