Goodbread: Ex-Alabama player’s
acting career is taking off quickly
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UA’s Million Dollar Band
provides gameday spirit
Jasmine Hollie Tuscaloosa News | USA TODAY NETWORK

he 400 members of the Million Dol-

lar Band carry on one of the Univer-

sity of Alabama’s longest and

proudest traditions. e The UA
marching band has served as an essential
part of Crimson Tide football since 1912, pro-
viding entertainment at pep rallies, halftime
shows and during games at Bryant-Denny
Stadium. ¢ Under the direction of Ken Ozzel-
lo, who has served as the Million Dollar Band
director since 2002, band members have been
working since early August on everything
from marching basics to the techniques they
will use this football season.

See BAND, Page 2A

The Million Dollar Band presented its halftime and
pregame shows to fans in a free preview Aug. 23 at
Butler Field. The band’s halftime show will feature a
Western theme for the 2025 season.
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City to keep
Kentuck
Festival for
next 15 years

Mark Hughes Cobb

Tuscaloosa News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The nationally renowned Kentuck
Festival, which moved to Tuscaloosa’s
Snow Hinton Park in 2024, leaving
Northport’s Kentuck Park for the first
time in its 50-plus year history, will re-
main in the Druid City for at least 15
years.

The Tuscaloosa City Council voted
unanimously for a 15-year-duration
memorandum of agreement, and per-
missive use agreement, with the Ken-
tuck Museum Association at its Sept. 9
meeting.

This year’s 54th Annual Kentuck
Festival of the Arts will be Oct. 11-12.
Tickets are on sale through www.ken-
tuck.org.

Inlate 2023, Kentuck and the city of
Tuscaloosa worked out a one-year
contract, it was later determined that
the festival and Snow Hinton Park, a
40-acre green space, would be the
most conducive fit. The 53rd Kentuck
Festival was held there Oct. 19-20,
2024.

Post-show accounting collated
more than 16,000 visitors, pleased by
the central, highly visible location —
on McFarland Boulevard and Hargrove
Road, adjacent to University Mall — its
flat-path accessibility, ease of parking,
and other perceived pluses.

“Afterwards, we started talking
about how can we make this run alittle
more smoothly, rather than have to re-
negotiate every year what is a rather
long memorandum of agreement,”
said Exa Skinner, executive director of
the Kentuck center.

Following complicated back-and-
forth tussles over contract details with
the Northport City Council in autumn
2023, Kentuck began looking else-
where, receiving interest from numer-
ous communities around the South,
before entering into the one-year plan
with Tuscaloosa.

“Kentuck is an elite organization
that is delivering a creative culture for
Tuscaloosa,” said Tuscaloosa Mayor
Walt Maddox, after the vote. “The city
is honored to be their partner, and
looks forward to growing the Kentuck
arts festival to even greater heights in
the years ahead.

“We could not be more excited
about what we can accomplish togeth-
er”

Kentuck’s offices and artists’ stu-
dios remain in downtown Northport.
Until 2024, the festival had been held
in Kentuck Park for more than 50

See FESTIVAL, Page 2A
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SALE

windows
& patio doors

If you missed out on one

of our biggest sales last
month, here’s good news:
we’ve extended our
31-Day Sales Event to
September 30! So, there’s
still time to get this amazing
discount on our windows
and patio doors!

Minimum purchase of 4 required.
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FULLSERVICE WINDOV & DOOR REPLACNENT

Money Down Monthly Payments Interest

e

Superior Products. Exceptional Service”

OFFER DETAILS: Offer expires 09/30/2025. You must set your appointment by 09/01/2025 and purchase by 9/30/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) window or patio door 30% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio
doors between 09/01/2025 and 9/30/2025. 30% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order. Additional $150 off each window or patio door, no minimum purchase required, applied after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 09/01/2025 and purchase by 9/31/2025. 12-month Promo Period:
when no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. All loans are unsecured personal loans subject to credit review and approval.
Financing for the rFinance® consumer loan program is provided by various financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen
location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015,

and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2025 Andersen Corporation.

B s S 150 OFF
— - 30 o/o o F F1 E\;§W WINDOW AND PATIO DOOR!

Minimum purchase of 4 required.

w NO NO NO forf

year

Minimum purchase of 4 required. Interest accrues but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Call TODAY to
book your FREE
Window and Patio Door

Diagnosis

Sale Extended To
September 30th!
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