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20

years later

Hurricane Katrina
reshapes coastal
AL fishing town

Sarah Clifton Montgomery Advertiser
USA TODAY NETWORK

n the weeks after Hurricane
Katrina, then-Bayou la Batre
mayor Stan Wright said he

saw a sign someone had put
up outside city hall that preached
“hurricane readiness.” @ “I told my
guy to pull it up and throw it in the
dumpster,” Wright remembered
with a scoff and a shake of his head.
“Hurricane readiness.” You're not
ready for that, there is no hurricane
readiness — that’s like tempting God
or something.” @ Wright — like much
of the town — is proudly blue collar
to the bone and has earned his living
in commercial fishing for years. Nes-
tled on Alabama’s Gulf Coast, the
coastal fishing town had always sur-
vived storms with minimal damage.
e They survived again when Hurri-
cane Katrina struck 20 years ago but
were worse for wear. Forty-seven
fishing boats and the detritus from
hundreds of homes littered the
shore, thanks to a storm surge re-
corded to be between 12-14 feet. o
Beyond the debris, it’s a community
where, decades later, residents say
they still feel forgotten in their con-
tinuing effort to recover.

See KATRINA, Page 2A

TOP LEFT: Forty-seven boats got washed ashore in
Bayou la Batre, Alabama after Hurricane Katrina hit in
2005. The town’s livelihood depends on fishing. BOTTOM
LEFT: The flooding in Bayou la Batre was unusual for the
area and devastated many homes and businesses. TOP
RIGHT: New construction of stilted home on the coast at
Bayou La Batre. BOTTOM RIGHT: The Safe Harbor
neightborhood in Bayou La Batre. The neighborhood was
created to help with the need for housing after
Hurricane Katrina.
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Note to readers

We will not be printing a paper on Monday, Sept. 1, but will be providing it to you via the eNewspaper. You can always find the latest news on our website, mobile app,
newsletters and social media. Subscribers can access the eNewspaper by going to our website and clicking on eNewspaper in the black navigation bar.

kend. BUY ONE WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR,
GET ONE

30% OFF

Minimum purchase of 4 required.
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This is our 31-Day Sale,
and that means it won’t
last! Summer is almost
over, making it the
perfect time to update
your windows and doors.
Take advantage of our
special discounts &
financing now!

windows
& patio doors

FULLSERVICE WINDOV & DOOR REPLACNENT

Money Down

Superior Products. Exceptional Service”

$150 OFF

EVERY WINDOW AND PATIO DOOR'
Minimum purchase of 4 required.
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Monthly Payments
Minimum purchase of 4 required. Interest accrues but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Interest

PLUS Call TODAY to
book your FREE
Window and Patio Door
Diagnosis

Sale ends August 31!

for 1
year

(205) 872-1266

ACCLAIM

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
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OFFER DETAILS: Offer expires 9/16/2025. You must set your appointment by 8/31/2025 and purchase by 9/16/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) window or patio door 30% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio
doors between 8/1/2025 and 9/16/2025. 30% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order. Additional $150 off each window or patio door, no minimum purchase required, applied after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 8/31/2025 and purchase by 9/16/2025. 12-month Promo Period: when
no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. All loans are unsecured personal loans subject to credit review and approval. Financing
for the rFinance® consumer loan program is provided by various financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location
for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018

International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are of A Corp ©2025 And

Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2025 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
tuscaloosanews.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and
sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!
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