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CAT SCRATCH FEVER

‘Tigers back at home to welcome Kentucky into their Jordan-Hare lair

o (7))
Food pantry donations,
requests rising

Churches offering food pantry
programs have had an increase in
calls this week asking about both
donations and assistance. B1

Rediscovering toys

Known for its creepy dolls, this
museum expands macabre offer-
ings. D1

Teen handcuffed
when Al mistakes

chips for gun

A Maryland teenager feared
for his life when his high school’s
Al-powered security system mistook
his bag of chips for a firearm.

Baltimore County high school
student Taki Allen told WBAL-TV
that he was hanging out with
friends after football practice last
week when eight police cars rolled
up on them.

It wasn’t until he was ordered to
get on his knees, placed in hand-
cuffed and searched that authorities
concluded Kenwood High School’s
security software mistook an image
of him putting a Doritos bag into his
pocket for someone handling a gun.

High schools across Baltimore
County last year implemented a
gun detection system that uses
Al to scan what security cameras
are seeing and alert law enforce-
ment when a potential weapon is
detected.

— Tribune News Service

YOUR OPINION

Wednesday’s Question: Will you be
offering treats from your home on
Halloween?

Yes: 35.1% No: 64.9%
Today’s Question: Should President
Donald Trump seek a path to run for
a third term?

Vote at TimesDaily.com
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By Bernie Delinski
Staff Writer

purchase.

Accounts.

about them.

FLORENCE — Testimony and
aLauderdale County grand jury
transcript Wednesday indicated
Circuit Court Judge Gil Self kept
a$1,792.45 couch he purchased
through the 11th Judicial Admin-
istration Fund at his house and
claimed a couch he owns to
be the one made through the

That was among revelations
during the third day of the trial
of Self, who is charged with 16
counts of using his office for
personal gain or the gain of a
family member. He also faces
one charge each of perjury and
making a false representa-
tion to the Examiners of Public

The charges involve the judi-
cial administration Fund and the
Lauderdale County Law Library
Fund and alleged lies he told
authorities when questioned

Additional testimony included

timesdaily.com

Gouch among
Issues discussed

Defense attorney Bryce Graham, left, shows witness Jamie Poss an image on a laptop during testimony in Lauderdale
County Circuit Judge Gil Self’s trial Wednesday in Florence. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

attorney Jamy Poss, who is a
member of the law library’s
advisory committee. Self’s son,
Gil Self Jr., who was hired by Self
asaclerk in his office and money
from the judicial administration
andlaw library funds were used.
Poss said Self told him about it

Lauderdale County Circuit Judge Gil Self, left, listens as his attorney Bryce
Graham reviews documents during Wednesday’s testimony during in Self’s trial.

for Self Jr.

after hiring Self Jr.

Presiding Circuit Court Judge

Ben Graves also testified, saying
he did not know where the funds
’s salary came from
while Self Jr. was working.
Special Agent Louis Wilson,
with the attorney general’s
Special Prosecutions Division,
testified his office opened an

SEE SELF, A5

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL:
Hazlewood’s
dominance
(ymembered
30 years
later.
C1
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Abroms

merges
with Top
25 firm

By Bernie Delinski
Staff Writer

FLORENCE — Local firm
Abroms and Associates,
PC announced Wednesday
it is merging with Top 25
national firm — Carr, Riggs
and Ingram of Enterprise.

Marty
Abroms,
president
and managing
shareholder
of Abroms
and Associ-
ates, said he
will become an equity part-
ner in the firm, which also is
known as CRI.

“For decades, our firm has
been proud to serve Florence
and the greater Shoals com-
munity with the personal
attention and trusted guid-
ance our clients have come to
expect,” he said. “Joining CRI
allows us tohonor that legacy
while expanding the depth of
resources and expertise avail -
able to our clients. Together,
we’ll continue building on
the strong relationships that
define our community — now
with the added reach and
capabilities of a nationally
recognized firm.”

Abroms looks forward to
what the acquisition will
bring.

“I'mnot retiring,” he said.
“I’vebecome a partner in the
new firm. This really puts us
overnight and creates a Top
25 accounting firm in the
Shoals market. It’s really
good for our clients because
of the expanded services we
can offer now.

“As a 30-person firm
we just don’t have that
kind of bench strength and
resources, but now we have
all kinds of resources avail-
able. The amount of extra

SEE ABROMS, A5

MONTGOMERY

By Mary Sell
Alabama Daily News

MONTGOMERY — The
release on bail of a suspect
in a high-profile mass
shooting in Montgomery
this month is frustrating
local and state officials.

Some hope a constitu-
tional amendment before
voters next spring may
prevent similar situations
anywhere in the state.

The referendum adds
solicitation, attempt, or
conspiracy to commit
murder to a list of alleged
crimes for which judges
may deny bail. Attempted
murder, which the suspect

with, is not in the current
law that allows the denial
of bail.

“The district attor-
ney’s office would have
the ability to ask the court
toputanobond on some-
body who’s charged with
attempted murder,” Sen.
Will Barfoot, R-Pike Road,
said recently. He spon-
sored Senate Bill 118 in
the spring session, part of
alarger, priority package
of anti-crime legislation.

Law enforcement could
also ask that bond be
denied for those who shoot
into occupied dwellings.

The proposal is an
expansion of Aniah’s

in2022, it allowsjudges to
deny bail for other specific
violent crimes.

“It’s another tool that
law enforcement and
prosecutors need to
combat the crime that’s
happening around the
state and specifically in
some of the metropolitan
areas,” Barfoot said.

Four people so far have
been arrested for their
involvement in the early
October shooting that
killed two and injured a
dozen more.

Last week, Javorick
Whiting, 19, charged
with attempted murder,

Release of mass shooting suspect frustrates officials

e

Star-shaped balloons and flowers were tied to street lights in
downtown Montgomery on Oct. 6 at the site of a mass shooting
that killed two people and wounded a dozen others. [KIM CHAN-

o in question is charged Law. Approved by voters SEE SHOOTING, A5  DLER/ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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