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Note to readers
Due to the upcoming Martin Luther King Jr. Day
holiday, there will be no mail delivery on Monday,
Jan. 19. Instead of receiving your Jan. 19 paper on
Monday, you’ll receive it in the mail on Tuesday, Jan.
20.

Gen. StephenWhitingwasalive for the lunar land-
ing, but he doesn’t remember it. What he does re-
member is being around four or five years old when
his father was stationed atMaxwell Air Force Base in
Montgomery.

“Back then, we didn’t wear seatbelts, andwewere
laying in the back of, I think, a stationwagon, andmy
momsaid, ‘Hey, look up, at themoon. There’smenon
it right now,’” Whiting said. “Must have been one of
the last Apollo missions that they did. And so, I just
caught the bug.”

That bug — an interest in space and the possibil-
ities there — led to a career that took Whiting to the
Air Force and eventually evolved into being named
the commander of the U.S. Space Command a year
ago in 2024, an organization whose operations are
what Whiting described as essential to America’s
“modern way of life.”

As Space Command moves its operations from
Colorado to Alabama over the next few years, Whit-
ing said Huntsville will find itself integral to their
“foundational” operations.

What is Space Command?

TheU.S. SpaceCommandwas established in1985,
disestablished in 2002, and then reestablished in
2019. On paper, Space Command’s job is to “protect
American interests in, from, and to space,” as Whit-
ing said, with their responsibilities starting about 62
miles up into the atmosphere and extending beyond
into outer space. It’s a joint command made up of
members of all the military services.
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Look back on the year with staff
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