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12-year-old girl
boxer struggles
to find competition
By Bayne Hughes
Staff Writer

For 12-year-old Layona
Booker, boxing canbe a lonely
sport.
She’s advancing to the Elite

Youth Boxing Silver Boxing
national boxing competition
alongwith one of herDecatur
Youth Services colleagues,
15-year-old Kevin Lopez, but
unlikeLopezshedid itwithout
throwing a punch. She hadno
competition in her 114-pound
girls weight class last week
at a boxing tournament in
Little Rock, Arkansas, sowas
awardedawalkover.
Lopez, on the other hand,

won twomatches in the 114-
poundweight class onhisway
to the 114-pound boys title.
Bothwill advance to theSilver
Boxing nationals at the end of
February in Independence,
Missouri.
DYScoachMarvin JonesSr.

said Bookerwas disappointed
not to get a fight on the trip.
The Decatur Middle School
student got her boxing license
this fall and has yet to face an
official opponent.
She also advanced through

the state Silver Sluggers in
Montgomery in December
with awalkover.
Booker said before leaving

forArkansasthatshe lovesthe
stressreliefthatboxingandthe
workouts that go along with
thesportprovide.Shesaidshe
pickedupthesportbecauseher
father used to fight.

“Dad was really excited
when I decided to box and
couldn’t wait to seeme in the
ring,”Booker said. “Momwas
scaredbecause she’sworried I
might get hurt.”
Bookerhasadifficult finding

femalecompetition.Thereare
only two girls boxing on the
DYS team, and there’s a big
weightdifferencebetweenthe
two.Jonessaidshehastoprac-
ticeagainsttheguys, including
Lopez since he fights in the
sameweight class.
“She gets good sparring

sessions with our guys at the
gym,” Jones said. “My only
worry iswhen she has to fight
in front of a crowd.”
Booker said she feels like

she gets good competition at
the DYS home gymnasium
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Spoiling for a fight
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US POSTAL SERVICE

Funds OK’d for mail issues
By GraciAnn Goodin
Staff Writer

Mail service issuesacrossnorth
Alabama, particularly in Pricev-
ille, prompted U.S. Rep. Dale
Strong to take action.
Priceville has tried to obtain its

ownzipcodefor18years,andcon-
fusion and delays have increased
over time, according toPriceville
MayorSamHeflin.Priceville resi-
dents and businesses currently
have a Hartselle, Somerville or

Decatur ZIP code,
meaning they
have a differ-
ent city listed for
their address than
wheretheyreside.
“We’re one of

the fastest grow-
ing cities in the state,” Heflin
said. “We’re going to continue to
grow, so the problem is going to
continue to get worse. A simple
ZIP code or ZIP codes that are
availablewouldbeaworldofhelp

to the citizens of
Priceville.”
In2011, theU.S.

Postal Service
began consoli-
dating a mail
processing and
distributioncenter

inHuntsville.Allmail fromnorth
Alabamaiscurrentlyprocessed in
Birmingham.USPShasseventotal
processing and distribution cen-
tersinAlabama,accordingtoUSPS
Alabama-Mississippi-Florida

district spokesperson Mary I.
Falcon.
“Whentheofficewas inHunts-

ville for the sorting,wegotmail a
lotquicker,”Heflinsaid.“Now, if
you send something in Priceville
to a Priceville resident, it goes to
thepostoffice inDecatur.Decatur
ships it toBirmingham.Birming-
ham sorts it, goes through it, all
that stuff. Then it comes back to
Decatur. Then it comes back to

ALABAMA LEGISLATURE

Immigration
bill faces
opposition
By Claire Harrison
Alabama Daily News

MONTGOMERY—A local law-
maker’s bill that would expand
Alabamalawenforcement’spower
on immigration
enforcement was
metwithsignificant
criticism during a
public hearing in
the House Judi-
ciary Committee
onWednesday.
House Bill 13

wou l d en ab l e
state and local law
enforcementagen-
cies to enter into
memorandums of
agreement with
any federal agency
“for the purpose
of enforcing fed-
eral immigration
and customs laws
and the deten-
tion, removal, and
investigation of
illegal aliens and
the immigrationstatusofanyindi-
vidual in this state.” The state’s
attorney general already has the
authority to enter these agree-
ments with the U.S. Department
ofHomelandSecurity.
“This is tohelpwiththeflooding

of particularly criminal elements
into our country over the last sev-
eral years and collect grassroots
help to work together with the
federal government on existing
laws thatwillmakeour communi-
tiesmore safe,” said sponsorErnie
Yarbrough,R-Trinity,while intro-
ducing the legislation.
Yarbrough sponsored a similar

bill last session that passed in the
HouseofRepresentativesbutnever

SPORTS

Teams pursuing
the championship

The Morgan County basketball
tournament continued Thursday
night, with West Morgan girls play-
ing Falkville, and Priceville playing
the Falkville boys. Check out the
scores and highlights. C1

RELIGION

Community Bible
study a big draw

As strands of “Blessed Assur-
ance” sounded through downtown
Decatur’s High Point Market coffee
shop, dozens of women stood and
lifted their arms in praise. For two
hours, 72 women sang, prayed and
worshipped. D1

RIVERFRONT

Woman has $1M
bond in drug charge

A Huntsville woman indicted last
month in Limestone County on a traf-
ficking fentanyl charge was arrested
in Priceville on Wednesday and
charged with trafficking cocaine after
officers said they found the drug in
her vehicle during a traffic stop. B1

NATION

School official: ICE
detained boy as ‘bait’

A 5-year-old boy arriving home
from preschool in Minnesota was
taken by federal agents along with
his father to a detention facility
in Texas, school officials and the
family’s lawyer said, making him the
fourth student from his Minneapolis
suburb to be detained by immigra-
tion officers in recent weeks. A5

Jack Smith defends
prosecution of Trump

Former Justice Department spe-
cial counsel Jack Smith on Thursday
defended his investigations of
Donald Trump at a congressional
hearing in which he insisted that he
had acted without regard to politics
and had no second thoughts about
the criminal charges he brought. B4

AREA DEATHS
David Bittle, Decatur
Thomas Hoefler, Texas
William Sigler, Decatur
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SEVERE WEATHER

Huge winter storm to bring crippling snow, ice
By Emilie Megnien and Jeffrey Collins
The Associated Press

ATLANTA—Breadwas flying
off the shelves, salt was being
loaded into trucks and util-
ity workers nervously watched
forecasts Thursday as a huge
winter storm that could bring
catastrophicdamage,widespread
power outages and bitterly cold
weatherbarreledtowardtheeast-
ern two-thirds of theU.S.
The massive storm system is

expected to bring a crippling ice
storm from Texas through parts
of the South, potentially around

a foot of snow from Oklahoma
throughWashington, D.C., New
York andBoston, and then a final
punch of bitterly cold air that
could dropwind chills tominus-
50 degrees Fahrenheit in parts of
Minnesota andNorthDakota.
Forecasters are warning the

damage, especially in areas
poundedby ice, could rival a hur-
ricane. About 160million people
were under winter storm or cold
weather watches or warnings —
and inmanyplaces both.
Thestormwasexpectedtobegin

Friday inNewMexico andTexas,
with the worst weather moving

east into the Deep South before
heading up the coast and thump-
ingNewEnglandwith snow.
Cold air streaming down from

Canada caused Chicago Public
Schools and Des Moines Public
Schools in Iowa to cancel classes
Friday. Wind chills predicted to
be as low as minus-35 degrees
Fahrenheit could cause frostbite
within 10minutes, making it too
dangeroustowalktoschoolorwait
for thebus.
The cold punch coming after

means itwill take awhile to thaw
out,anespeciallydangerouspros-
pect in placeswhere ice and snow

weigh down tree branches and
power lines and cuts electricity,
perhaps fordays.Roadsandside-
walks could remain icy well into
nextweek.
Freezing temperatures are

expected all the way to Florida,
forecasters said.
Aseverecoldsnapfiveyearsago

tookdownmuchofthepowergrid
inTexas, leavingmillionswithout
power for days and resulting in
hundreds of deaths. Gov. Greg
Abbott said Thursday thatwon’t
happen again, saying the power
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Nucor Steel Decatur, LLC
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Heflin Strong
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Layona Booker, 12, follows the prompts from coach Danny Scott as she trains last week at Decatur Youth Ser-
vices’ boxing gym for the regional tournament. She and 15-year-old Kevin Lopez are headed to the Elite Youth
Boxing Silver Boxing national boxing competition in late February. [JERONIMO NISA/DECATUR DAILY]
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