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Teams pursuing
the championship

The Morgan County basketball
tournament continued Thursday
night, with West Morgan girls play-
ing Falkville, and Priceville playing
the Falkville boys. Check out the
scores and highlights. C1

Community Bible
study a big draw

As strands of “Blessed Assur-
ance” sounded through downtown
Decatur’s High Point Market coffee
shop, dozens of women stood and
lifted their arms in praise. For two
hours, 72 women sang, prayed and
worshipped. D1

RIVERFRONT

Woman has $1M
bond in drug charge

A Huntsville woman indicted last
month in Limestone County on a traf-
ficking fentanyl charge was arrested
in Priceville on Wednesday and
charged with trafficking cocaine after
officers said they found the drug in
her vehicle during a traffic stop. B1

NATION

School official: ICE
detained boy as ‘bait’

A 5-year-old boy arriving home
from preschool in Minnesota was
taken by federal agents along with
his father to a detention facility
in Texas, school officials and the
family’s lawyer said, making him the
fourth student from his Minneapolis
suburb to be detained by immigra-
tion officers in recent weeks. A5

Jack Smith defends
prosecution of Trump

Former Justice Department spe-
cial counsel Jack Smith on Thursday
defended his investigations of
Donald Trump at a congressional
hearing in which he insisted that he
had acted without regard to politics
and had no second thoughts about
the criminal charges he brought. B4
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US POSTAL SERVICE

Funds 0K’d for mail issues

By GraciAnn Goodin
Staff Writer

Mail service issues across north
Alabama, particularly in Pricev-
ille, prompted U.S. Rep. Dale
Strong to take action.

Priceville has tried to obtain its
ownzip code for 18 years, and con-
fusion and delays have increased
over time, according to Priceville
Mayor Sam Heflin. Priceville resi-
dents and businesses currently
have a Hartselle, Somerville or

5
Heflin

ing cities in the state,” Heflin
said. “We’re going to continue to
grow, so the problem is going to
continue to get worse. A simple
ZIP code or ZIP codes that are
available would be a world of help

Decatur ZIP code,
meaning they
have a differ-
ent city listed for
their address than
where they reside.

“We’re one of
the fastest grow-

Strong

in Huntsville. All mail from north
Alabamais currently processed in
Birmingham.USPS has seven total
processing and distribution cen-
tersin Alabama, accordingtoUSPS
Alabama-Mississippi-Florida

The Decatur Dall
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to the citizens of
Priceville.”
In2011,theU.S.
Postal Service
began consoli-
dating a mail
processing and
distribution center

Y
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district spokesperson Mary I.
Falcon.

“When the office was in Hunts-
ville for the sorting, we got mail a
lot quicker,” Heflin said. “Now, if
you send something in Priceville
to a Priceville resident, it goes to
the post office in Decatur. Decatur
ships it to Birmingham. Birming-
ham sorts it, goes through it, all
that stuff. Then it comes back to
Decatur. Then it comes back to

SEE USPS, A5

DECATUR YOUTH SERVICES

Spmhng for a fight

Layona Booker, 12, follows the prompts from coach Danny Scott as she trains last week at Decatur Youth Ser-
vices’ boxing gym for the regional tournament. She and 15-year-old Kevin Lopez are headed to the Elite Youth
Boxing Silver Boxing national boxing competition in late February. [JERONIMO NISA/DECATUR DAILY]
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enforcement was
met with significant
criticism during a

ciary Committee
on Wednesday.

would enable
state and local law
enforcement agen-
cies to enter into
memorandums of
agreement with

“for the purpose

eral immigration

ALABAMA LEGISLATURE
Immigration

bill faces

opposition

By Claire Harrison
Alabama Daily News

MONTGOMERY — Alocal law-
maker’s bill that would expand
Alabamalaw enforcement’s power

immigration

lic hearing in
House Judi-

ouse Bill 13

federal agency
nforcing fed-

customs laws

12-year-old girl
boxer struggles
to find competition

By Bayne Hughes
Staff Writer

For 12-year-old Layona
Booker, boxing can be alonely
sport.

She’s advancing to the Elite
Youth Boxing Silver Boxing
national boxing competition
along with one of her Decatur
Youth Services colleagues,
15-year-old Kevin Lopez, but
unlike Lopez she did it without
throwing a punch. She had no
competition in her 114-pound
girls weight class last week
at a boxing tournament in
Little Rock, Arkansas, so was
awarded a walkover.

Lopez, on the other hand,

won two matches in the 114-
pound weight class on his way
to the 114-pound boys title.
Both will advance to the Silver
Boxing nationals at the end of
February in Independence,
Missouri.

DYS coach Marvin Jones Sr.
said Booker was disappointed
not to get a fight on the trip.
The Decatur Middle School
student got her boxing license
this fall and has yet to face an
official opponent.

She also advanced through
the state Silver Sluggers in
Montgomery in December
with a walkover.

Booker said before leaving
for Arkansas that sheloves the
stressrelief that boxing and the
workouts that go along with
the sport provide. She said she
picked up the sport because her
father used to fight.

“Dad was really excited
when I decided to box and
couldn’t wait to see me in the
ring,” Booker said. “Mom was
scared because she’s worried I
might get hurt.”

Booker has a difficult finding
female competition. There are
only two girls boxing on the
DYS team, and there’s a big
weight difference between the
two. Jones said she has to prac-
tice against the guys, including
Lopez since he fights in the
same weight class.

“She gets good sparring
sessions with our guys at the
gym,” Jones said. “My only
worry is when she has to fight
in front of a crowd.”

Booker said she feels like
she gets good competition at
the DYS home gymnasium

SEE BOXING, A5

and the deten-
tion, removal, and
investigation of
illegal aliens and
the immigration status of any indi-
vidual in this state.” The state’s
attorney general already has the
authority to enter these agree-
ments with the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security.

“Thisis to help with the flooding
of particularly criminal elements
into our country over the last sev-
eral years and collect grassroots
help to work together with the
federal government on existing
laws that will make our communi-
ties more safe,” said sponsor Ernie
Yarbrough, R-Trinity, while intro-
ducing the legislation.

Yarbrough sponsored a similar
bill last session that passed in the
House of Representatives but never

SEE IMMIGRATION, A5

SEVERE WEATHER

Huge winter storm to bring crippling snow;, ice

By Emilie Megnien and Jeffrey Collins
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Bread was flying
off the shelves, salt was being
loaded into trucks and util-
ity workers nervously watched
forecasts Thursday as a huge
winter storm that could bring
catastrophic damage, widespread
power outages and bitterly cold
weather barreled toward the east -
ern two-thirds of the U.S.

The massive storm system is
expected to bring a crippling ice
storm from Texas through parts
of the South, potentially around

a foot of snow from Oklahoma
through Washington, D.C., New
York and Boston, and then a final
punch of bitterly cold air that
could drop wind chills to minus-
50 degrees Fahrenheit in parts of
Minnesota and North Dakota.

Forecasters are warning the
damage, especially in areas
pounded by ice, could rival a hur-
ricane. About 160 million people
were under winter storm or cold
weather watches or warnings —
and in many places both.

The storm was expected to begin
Friday in New Mexico and Texas,
with the worst weather moving

east into the Deep South before
heading up the coast and thump-
ing New England with snow.

Cold air streaming down from
Canada caused Chicago Public
Schools and Des Moines Public F
Schools in Iowa to cancel classes
Friday. Wind chills predicted to
be as low as minus-35 degrees
Fahrenheit could cause frostbite
within 10 minutes, making it too
dangerous to walk to school or wait
for the bus.

The cold punch coming after
means it will take a while to thaw
out, an especially dangerous pros-
pect in places where ice and snow

weigh down tree branches and
power lines and cuts electricity,
perhaps for days. Roads and side-
walks could remain icy well into
next week.

reezing temperatures are

expected all the way to Florida,
forecasters said.

A severe cold snap five years ago
took down much of the power grid
in Texas, leaving millions without
power for days and resulting in
hundreds of deaths. Gov. Greg
Abbott said Thursday that won’t
happen again, saying the power

SEE STORM, A5
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FINALLY FINISHED
Windows, Doors,
Painting, Maintenance
and MORE!
Licensed and Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
256-303-7957

ACE
Tree Service &
Stump Grinding
256-566-0736

Free Estimates!
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- Classifieds on the cover -

Nucor Steel Decatur, LLC
is hiring for a
Cold Mill Metallurgist
visit website:
https://nucor.com/careers
for job description and how
to apply

- Classifieds on the cover -

RIVERSIDE SENIOR
LIVING APARTMENTS
10 of 11 years voted
Best of the Best

Location, Location, Location

256-350-4545

- Classifieds on the cover -

To Place Your Front
Page Classified ad,
Call Gina O’Kelley
at 256-740-5816
Mon. thru Fri., 8am-5pm




